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Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

Calling all St. Mark’s Volunteers!

We are blessed to have many, many people who serve this church.
If you usher, sing, teach, sit on a committee, or serve in any
capacity, you are a part of the volunteers of St. Mark’s who are “A
Slice Above the Rest.” No matter what you do, we couldn’t do ministry
without you. Since National Pi/Pie Day is coming up, join us March 11 after church at 12:30
in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate Pi, Pie, Pie
Day and thank all of you for all you do. RSVP
to the church office by Thursday, March 8.

Gift Bags for Aqua Prieta

Faith on Stage

Help Fill 300 gift bags for the children living in the
Fuente de Vida church colonia, Agua Prieta, Mexico.

St. Mark’s Theater Troupe

The St. Mark’s Theater Troupe has begun! There
are three productions planned for this year. Our
first one is an original play written by Pastor Evy for
Holy Thursday. It is called “The Seder that Changed
Everything.”
We have a few needs:
• Folks to setup on Tuesday 9:00 a.m., March
27, and partial tear down that evening.
• Folks to setup on Thursday, 9:00 a.m., March
29, and tear down after the service.
• Neutral plain colored sheets (will not be
returned)
• Pottery plates, pitchers, and bowls
• Pottery or glass wine glasses
• An appliance sized cardboard box
Please label any items you would like returned. Items
can be delivered to the church office by Tuesday,
March 20. Contact Pastor Evy with questions see
directory).

St. Mark’s members and friends are invited to provide some
portion of the following items. NOTE: The bags are approximately
8 1/2 by 11 by 3 inches, and several items must fit inside each
bag.
Gifts Items
1. A small plush (soft) toy such as a Beanie Baby (about 4” tall).
2. Candy treats ( NO CHOCOLATE or things that will melt): Sweet
things like Skittles, Life Savers, Jelly Beans, flavored chewing gum
are good suggestions. If you find the candy packaged in a plastic
egg that would be wonderful.
3. A small toy, game, or puzzle. Suggestions include a jump rope,
Tic Tac Toe game, a jigsaw puzzle, Play-Doh (modeling clay), a
pad of paper and color markers/pencils. Small decorative Easter
items, e.g., butterfly pin, butterfly or flower stickers, bookmark,
etc. Small Spanish language storybooks would also be wonderful.
Items need to be less than 10 inches long.
Items to Avoid - Nothing really ‘girly’, or just for boys. No guns,
knives, or military type toys.
Drop Off Instructions
You may drop off your items for the gift bags at the tables in
the courtyard on Sundays, March 11, and March 18. If you have
questions, contact Robert Kittrell (see directory).
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THE OPEN MINDS BOOK STUDY
We will meet on Friday, March 23 at 9:30 a.m. in the churchLibrary.

The book for the month of March is AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD by Barbara Brown Taylor. This book
encourages us to see the sacred in our everyday life. For this season of Lent, this 209 page book
seems to be the perfect way for us to contemplate how the God within us helps us navigate our
daily journey of faith. The author gives us things to contemplate and discuss like this thought:
Sabbath is the true God’s gift to those who wish to rest and to be free—and who are
willing to guard those same gifts for every living thing in their vicinity as well. Remember the commandment? It is not just for you. It is for your children, your employees,
your volunteer helpers, your hunting dogs, your plow horses, your fields, and your
migrant workers. It does not matter in the least whether they believe in your God.
You do, so they get the day off…

Read the book and then come to the discussion on March 23 at 9:30 am. If you have any
questions, call Todd or Tyger Penson (see directory). Looking forward to your participation.

Pastor Sharon Honored By Scholarship

Pastor Sharon graduated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 1991. In honor of her twenty-seven
years of service, the seminary has announced they are establishing a scholarship in her name. This scholarship
will provide financial aid to students attending Garrett-Evangelical in their path toward Christian ministry. A
representative attended services at St. Mark’s on Sunday, Feb. 18, to present Pastor Sharon with a certificate
recognizing her and acknowledging the scholarship.
There is still time to contribute to this scholarship, by completing the Gift Intention Form that was included
with the letter you received about the scholarship or you may give online at www.garrett.edu/giving. Gift
Intention Forms are also available from the church office. If you have questions or need assistance regarding the
scholarship, contact the Development office, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in IL at 847-866-3970.

Save the date!

March 24 will be St. Mark’s annual Easter Event! Join us from 9
am - Noon for fun crafts, a cupcake walk, yummy treats, a petting zoo, some crazy bounce houses and a train. Of course there
will also be egg hunts at 10 and 11! There is fun for everyone.
We still are looking for volunteers to bake cupcakes for the cupcake walk! Please bring cupcakes to the church March 24 at 8:30
am. Questions? Contact Rachel in the church office (297-2062).

Come join the Over 50’s on Tuesday, March 6 at
Longhorn Steakhouse, 4421 N Oracle Rd., at 11:30
am for a juicy steak or whatever else you may
choose. We are a friendly talkative bunch and love
to welcome new people. RSVP by calling or texting to
Sandra Rush (see directory).

Do you enjoy working on a craft project?
Perhaps you do rubber stamping,
scrapbooking, adult coloring, etc.
We would like to start a once-a-month
Saturday Craft Day in Room 17/18. We will meet March 10, April 14, and May 12, from
9:00 to 11:30 am. Bring your craft project to work on and enjoy the fellowship we will
have being together as we work and share our projects. If you have any
questions, please contact Karen Allison (see directory) or Darlene Fry (see directory).
We hope to see you Saturday, March 10.
								

Karen Allison
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Christian Persecution Update

Update on Egypt:
New Christian church built to honor Christian
Martyrs

Although Egyptian President el-Sisi authorized the
building of the church and reportedly stated that the
church must be built to honor the martyrs, the initiative
was met with protests from Muslim extremists.
Nonetheless, the Egyptian government persevered in
its support and donated the equivalent of more than
half a million dollars to the church’s construction, and
the plot of land was donated by the village. The church’s
opening was announced for Feb. 15, 2018.

In 2015, 21 Coptic Christians from Egypt were killed
by Islamic State militants on the Libyan coast, because
they refused to renounce their faith. Strengthened by
seeing the video the militants had made of the men
who were voicing their faith to the
end, family members of the
slain Christians initiated the
building of a church in their
honor only three months
after viewing the video. The
church was to be built in Upper
Egypt’s Minya province in the village of Aour (150 miles
south of Cairo)- the area where 13 of the martyrs had
lived.

For Fifi Shehata whose father Maged was one of those
martyred, the church building is a visible symbol of her
Father’s faith and how God has carried her family. She
is looking forward to welcoming the Body of Christ into
the brand new church that will celebrate and practice
the faith of her father. The wife of 29-year-old martyr
Samuel Abraham said “ISIS thought the killing of our
relatives would destroy us. It did not. It revived us.”
Christian Persecution Task Force Team

Easter Flowers

The Worship Committee will be placing spring flowers and lilies in the Sanctuary and in the
courtyard on Easter Sunday. If you would like to contribute toward these flowers in honor
or in memory of someone, please complete the form below and place it in the offering
plate with your check made payable to St. Mark’s UMC with “Easter flowers” on the memo
line. Or, you may make your payment online by following the “Donations/Payment” link at
www.umcstmarks.org and make a donation to “Holiday Flowers.” Bringing or mailing the form to the
church office is also an option.
The suggested donation of $18 will go toward the Easter flower purchase. The difference between the cost of the flowers and
your donation will go into our Flower Fund. Traditionally, the Worship Committee has used the Flower Fund to purchase items
that charities need to help the people they serve; we try not to duplicate the Missions Committee’s charitable efforts. Worship
Committee will continue to support charitable purchases with the Flower Fund money throughout 2018.
If you would like your honorarium or memorial listed in the Easter bulletin, please return this form by Monday, March 26. The
flowers can be picked up after the 11:15 a. m. service on Easter Sunday or on Tuesday, April 3 (the church office will be closed on
Monday, April 2). The remaining flowers will start to be delivered to the homebound on Thursday, April 5.

Please PRINT clearly.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________________
I am contributing $__________toward the purchase of Easter flowers for the
Sanctuary and outside.
In honor of: _______________________________________________________________________________
In memory of: _____________________________________________________________________________
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Golf Tournament and Concert Benefit TIHAN
Bach on Guitar ~ Sunday, March 11, 2018, 2:00 pm

Dove of Peace Lutheran Church's immensely popular free series of classical music concerts, now in its fourteenth season, presents Bach on Guitar as a benefit for TIHAN. As with all of Dove's concerts, admission is free, although a free-will
offering will be taken in support of TIHAN's programs and services. The concert takes place in the Sanctuary of Dove of
Peace Lutheran Church.
Enjoy the music of Bach transcribed for guitar and other works performed by the finalists of the University of Arizona
David Russell Bach Competition. Note from Dove of Peace: Although we sometimes fill up for our New Year's Concert,
they always have plenty of seating at our March concert. Dove of Peace is located on the near-northwest side of Tucson,
Arizona. The address is 665 West Roller Coaster Road. The closest major crossroads are River Road and Oracle Road
(AZ-77).

Swinging@AIDS Golf Tournament and Benefit Concert

12:30pm shotgun start, scramble format. $125 entrance
fee includes greens fees, meal, prizes, and a $50 donation.
Sunday, March 25 - Benefit Concert, 6:00pm at Monterey
Court, featuring The Ronstadt “Brothers” on the Courtyard
Stage outside. Come early at 5:00pm and enjoy dinner,
appetizers, or drinks at the Monterey Court Café (505 W
Miracle Mile) before the show starts. Tickets are $20 (of
which $15 is a donation), and are available through the
TIHAN office or online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
swingingaids-benefit-concert-tickets-42239431276

Swinging@AIDS is a golf tournament and benefit concert
to jointly benefit the programs and services of TIHAN and
the Children of Africa Hope Mission School of Kenya. The
golf tournament and silent auction is Saturday, March
24 at the beautiful Conquistador course at El Conquistador Golf & Tennis in Oro Valley. The following day is the
benefit concert at Monterey Court, featuring the Ronstadt “Brothers.” Saturday, March 24 - the 4th annual
Tucson Swinging@AIDS Golf Tournament and Silent Auction at El Conquistador Golf (10555 N La Canada Drive).

Fair-trade Coffee

St. Mark’s United Methodist Women will meet Tuesday, March 13 in the church Library. Please join us at
9:30 am for light refreshments and fellowship. The
meeting and program will begin at 10:00 am.

St Mark’s Agua Prieta Task Force will once again sell onepound bags of 100% Arabica, fair-trade, organic coffee
on Sunday, March 4. All proceeds go to Cafe la Colonia,
who produces this wonderful coffee. Cafe la Colonia is
a small business run by members of the Fuente de Vida
(Methodist) church in Agua Prieta, Mexico (across the
border from Douglas, AZ). Fuente de Vida church has
been a long-standing missions project of St Mark’s United Methodist Church, and several other churches in the
Desert Southwest Conference. The following selection of
coffees will be available for $10 per bag:
•
•
•

Dottie Snyder will be presenting the Call to Prayer
and Self Denial service. This year’s theme is Learning for a Lifetime: Developing Leaders. For nearly
150 years, United Methodist Women, motivated by
love and Christian caring, has been at the forefront
of reaching isolated populations of women and girls
with life-changing educational and leadership opportunities. The 2018 offering will provide educational
opportunities for women and girls who are chronically
underserved and marginalized: economically disadvantaged and displaced groups, such as female-headed households and low-income families.

Medium Roast
Dark Roast
Regular and Decaf; ground or whole beans

All women of the church are invited. You do not have
to a member of St. Mark’s United Methodist Women
or St. Mark’s United Methodist Church or any church
to attend. Childcare can be requested by contacting the church office on or before Friday, March 9,
2018. Should you have questions or need a ride, please
contact Virginia Tupper (see directory).

Look for our table in the courtyard on Sunday, March
4, after the first and second worship services. NOTE: If
you plan to attend the third Service, please stop by the
table on your way in to Church. If you have questions
about our coffee sales, please contact Jay Suchland (see
directory).
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FIRST ODBALL COLLECTION OF 2018 HAPPENING SOON

The Missions Committee is sponsoring the first ODBALL has always been there to help those less fortunate and
collection of the year on March 4. ODBALL stands for the Missions Committee is very thankful for each and
"Our Daily Bread for All." The purpose of these everyone of you. The current need is for new and unopened
collections, held three - four times-a-year, is to meet the bottles of shampoo and conditioner. They can be placed
immediate needs of a missions funds recipient. These in the ODBALL collection box located in the courtyard.
needs in the past have included shoes, pillows, tooth- Again thank you for the generous cooperation you provide.
paste, underwear, tools and adult incontinence supplies. Question on ODBALL, call Ellen Beene (see directory).
The very generous congregation of St. Mark's, UMC, Questions on Emerge!, call Cindy Brocious (see directory).

Making the Connection Reflections
This year as the sermon series explores “Making the
Connections,”
the
Adult
Spiritual
Growth
Committee will offer small group opportunities
related to the current sermon series theme. For
the first theme of “Connecting to Creation,” we had
walking/hiking adventures, a Made to Crave group,
and a Genesis with Bill Moyers group. Here are some
of the comments from participants in these groups:

Genesis group
•
•
•
•
•

An opportunity to hear diverse opinions given without rancor.
The video was so interesting, engaging, and rich, which in turn resulted in dynamic discussion, and, of course,
created even more questions!
I truly enjoyed hearing the discussion by the presenters who represented different faiths and very varied
opinions. It got my insight and creative juices flowing. The participants’ discussion was also enlightening and
interesting.
This class is an awakening to the first book of the Bible that has lead the discussion of a learning God rather
than an all knowing God.
The stories are simple, but they are not simplistic.

Made-to-Crave group
•
•
•
•
•
•

This connected me to God and others in a way that showed me how I am a part of a loving community, and I
am worthy of love.
Connections with God are stronger and more likely to happen when I am part of a spiritual formation group.
This was especially true in the Made-to-Crave group. I crave God. I crave connections with my fellow seekers.
The friendship, the support, and the sense of being in a safe space was amazing. I loved the material and the
discussion. So thankful to be a part of this study.
Changed my spiritual journey with God to include letting God have control of my food issues. The level of sharing in this group is phenomenal!
Support from everyone—no one was judgmental. The encouraging words gave me determination to move
forward with hope.
Gave me joy and comfort knowing I do not journey alone. My fellow class members journey with me – AND
SO DOES GOD.

Hiking/Walking group
•
•
•
•

I get worried about hiking on my own. What better group than my church family to venture out with?
I feel most connected to God when I’m in nature; which is what makes it wonderful to share the outdoor time
with Christian friends. Connecting to God and connecting to new friends.
The pleasure of meeting and getting to know new people, possibly in our congregation, is the possibility of
change, either in their life or in mine.
As someone who is relatively new to St. Mark’s UMC and to the desert, I have enjoyed connecting to my new
environment and my new church family.
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Prayer Corner
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or from our website www.umcstmars.org. Also, visit our Prayer Room on campus
and leave a prayer on our prayer wall.
Please hold these people in prayer as well as our loved ones in the military:
Alice Maynard
April DuBoce
Breanne Hallam
Carol Underwood
Carolyn Hanna
Connie White
Dave Webster
David & Floretta
Harrington

Don Chester
Earlene Schock
Gail Blevins
Mary Harrison
Michael Campbell
Howard & Gina Russell
Jack Armantrout
Jared Bowman
Jim & Lona Stauffacher

Jim Ward
Judy Drescher
Karen Linebarrier
Keith & Mary Ann Glazier
Linda Connolly
Lindsay Williams
Lori Grimsey
Louise Voelker
LuAnn Roberts

Marian Shultis
Pam Kytola
Patricia Keele
Ray Loughney
Ruth Machtley
Shirley James
Tom & Linda Walker
Yvonne Yare

Do You Have First Aid or
Medical Experience?

Our Safety Ministry is looking for volunteers with first
aid or medical experience to be part of our emergency
response team in case a medical situation occurs during
one of our services. (If you do not have this experience or
need a refresher course, first aid and CPR training will be
conducted at a later date to be announced.)

On Tuesday, March 13, Guillermo Katz, the North
American representative of Hope for Israel is coming
to St. Mark’s to present “Messiah, Passover and the
Lord’s Supper.”

We want to be able to quickly identify individuals with
first aid or medical training to provide an increased level
of comfort and assurance to our congregation.

This Seder will take place in the Fellowship Hall from
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. and there is limited seating. Please
make sure you pre-register for this event before March
7. You will find a sign up sheet on the Adult Spiritual
Growth bulletin board, or you may contact the church
office (297-2062) to register for this opportunity.

Responsibilities include the following:
1. Identifying yourself to the head usher before the
service you are attending.
2. Sitting in a pew designated for medical response
volunteers. (Toward the rear of the sanctuary.)
3. Providing support and first aid to those incurring a
medical emergency until medical personnel arrive on
scene.
4. Conducting a primary assessment of the medical
emergency situations and reporting this assessment
to appropriate personnel.
5. Remaining in charge of a medical emergency situation
until professional help arrives.

Special Church Conference

Rev. Mark Conrad, Missional Strategist and
Superintendent for the South District of the Desert
Southwest Conference has given authorization for
St. Mark’s to hold a Special Church Conference on
Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 12:30 for the purpose of
voting on Jack Hallam’s request to move forward as a
candidate for ministry. Rev. Conrad will preside over
this Conference, which will be held in the Sanctuary.
Everyone from St. Mark’s is invited to attend. Church
members may vote at this Special Church Conference.
This step is required for Jack to move forward in
his process to become a candidate for ministry as a
Licensed Local Pastor.
				Sharon Ragland

Please contact Pastor Evy (see directory) if you feel you could help support our safety ministry with your
skills or have any questions.
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Middle School
Moments
I hope a lot of you had fun
over Rodeo Break! It’s important that we take the time
rest. Even God rested on the
seventh day!
Our lives can get so busy,
can’t they? Between Math Test,
English Paper, Science Projects
and all of our sports practice,
sometimes it feels like there isn’t time for rest! But rest is so
so important for us. Be sure to
take time for you. Whether you
like to go for a run, read, or color….find something that helps
you take a big deep breath, relax, and reset!
Shalom,
Kim

See you Sunday!
Rachel

Thurs., March 1
6:30 pm Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Calendar Notes

Thurs.,March 8
Noon - MESSENGER DEADLINE
6:30 pm - Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Sat., March 3
8:00 a.m. Market on the Move

Sat., March 10
7:00 a.m. Youth Parking Lot Sale

Sun., March 4
4:00 p.m. Preteen and Youth Groups meet

Sun., March 11
Communion, Fellowship Hall after 8:15 & 9:45 a.m

Mon., March 5
9:00 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Mon., March 12
9:00 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Tues., March 6
5:30 p.m. Advisory Bd, Library
6:30 p.m. Various Committee Mtgs.

Tues., March 13
6:30 p.m. Seder Meal, Fellowship Hall (RSVP required)
Wed., March 14
Noon - BULLETIN DEADLINE
5:45 p.m. Community Meal, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Soul Station
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds

Wed., March 7
Noon - BULLETIN DEADLINE
5:45 p.m. Community Meal, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Soul Station
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds
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Thanks to all the members of the church staff and SPRC for your help in preparing for and
supporting the Pastor Sharon Ragland scholarship Celebration on Ministry Sunday. You
helped to make this a special moment shared between Pastor Sharon and St. Mark’s. David
Heetland of Garret-Evangelical wanted to also pass along his special thanks to all of those
who made contributions to the scholarship fund. Your support in Pastor Sharon’s name
will make a big difference in helping future students at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary pursue their call to ministry.
                                                                           		
Bill Fritz
I appreciate the cards, visits, and phone calls during my recent illness. The family connection at St. Mark’s means a lot!
							
Wayne Stevens
Thank you so much for your recent donation of $375 to StandUp for Kids Tucson
and for your ongoing support. It has been an incredible year, and we have been able
to serve so many young people because of your generosity. The food, socks, and
financial donations that seem to arrive just as we need them are such a blessing.
On behalf of all of our kids, the volunteers, and our entire organization, thank you
so much. May the new year bring much joy, peace and fulfillment to you and yours.
							
Kim Sisson, Executive Director

Altar Flowers

Altar flowers are donated each
week with a dedication in the bulletin
announcements. If you are interested
in honoring a special occasion or
remembering a loved one, please take this
opportunity to get on the 2018 calendar
in the narthex; please look for the board
labeled Volunteer Opportunities. Contact
Pat Adams (see directory) with questions.
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Meals for Soul Station

Soul Station is our Wednesday night
casual worship with a focus on fellowship. We
begin this service with a meal furnished by
St. Mark’s (potluck on the last Wednesday of
the month). Volunteers are needed to plan,
purchase, prepare, and serve each week.
Please consider signing up on the Volunteer
Opportunities board in the narthex. ContactClara
Campbell (see directory) with questions.
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Reflections
the ancient olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane, where
Jesus prayed earnestly, “if it is possible, Father, take this cup
from me. But not my will, but thine be done.”

During Lent, I’m reminded of the old story about the secondgrade Sunday School teacher who asked her students, “What is
Lent?” An energetic 7-year-old replied, “Lint is the stuff that a
sock leaves between your toes.” I don’t know if Lent leaves stuff
between your toes, but I know that it leaves a mark on your
heart; especially if you’re serious about listening for God during
these weeks, and paying attention to the ways we need to grow
or change to be ready for the new life of Easter.

My prayer is this: O God, help us listen to your voice within us,
that marks and calls us to love one another as you have loved
us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
					
Blessings,
					
Sharon

I’m deeply reminded about that as our Holy Land journey
nears the end. We’ve had some moving and heartwarming
experiences at Jordan River, the Garden of Gethsemane, and
the Western Wall in Jerusalem, among other things. On the
surface, life goes on as usual here, with people from various
cultures and religions working and living alongside each other.
Tourists are welcomed and embraced, with more here than
we’ve seen in past trips. I can sense, though, that underneath
life as usual is a sadness and tension, as the rift between rich
and poor grows wider, and the failure of leaders to reach good
solutions to long-term problems grows more evident. We are
perfectly safe, and have had a holy time. Life is not safe or good
for everyone here in these lands, though.

P.S. My articles on the “State of the Church” will resume with
the next issue of the Messenger.

So it IS Lent – that in between time when we must choose to
listen to the voice of God, calling us deeper into our faith, and in
working for peace in our world. One photo is from the Dominus
Flevit (the Lord weeps) Church, on the Mount of Olives, where
Jesus wept over the city long ago. The other photo is of one of
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