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Meal Packaging Project

Sunday, April 23rd at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) is driven by the vision of a world
without hunger. Their meal packaging program is a fun, hands-on international mission
project where volunteers work in an assembly line to package high-protein, vitamin rich meals. That organization
will guide us in packing 10,000 meals. (Remember, The Gathering service will pack meals.)
If you would like to be part of this community project, join us in Fellowship Hall. St. Mark’s has already packed
50,000 high-protein, vitamin rich meals over the past two years. Join us on April 23th and be part of this important
mission as we reach our next milestone of “60,000” packaged meals for the hungry!

April 30th — Fifth Sunday of the Month!
Four times a year, we get a bonus Sunday. In other words, there are four months with five Sundays in them.
At St. Mark’s we take that opportunity to focus on having families and children in worship.
In his blog about including kids in corporate worship, Jonathan Aigner writes, They (children who grow up
having only gone to Sunday School) will have no connection to the church, no “touch points,” ... and no working understanding of why we do what we do. It’s absolutely imperative that we reintegrate children back
into our gathered worship. This may take time, it may be messy, but we’ve got to do it.
And we adults need to be there to help them in their growth. To teach
them. To make room for them in the pews. To let them follow our fingers as we trace the melody in the hymnal. To be patient with them
when they squirm and sigh. Above all, to show them by example the
importance of being the church on Sunday so that we can be the church
we need to be every other day.
Christian education is valuable, but the discipline of the worship event is
the beating heart of our Christian journey, our nourishment, our Sunday
asylum.
Since January of last year, all morning Christian education classes
(adults, children, youth Sunday School, & Confirmation) have been
canceled on the 5th Sundays, in order to encourage you to worship as a
family on those Sundays. It has been wonderful to have more children in worship on those days.
Greg has designed a great activity book, and Pastor Sharon will have one of her amazing “Time for all God’s
Children” moments for the kids on April 30th. See you in the Sanctuary!
Christian Formation Team ―Kim, Greg, and Rachel
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Adult Mission Trip Planning Meeting will
meet at 6:30 p.m. in room 20, Tues., April 25
Exploring Membership class will meet Wed.,
April 26, in the Library at 6:30 p.m. (Join us
for a light meal at 5:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall.)

Meal Packaging Project scheduled on Sun.,
April 23, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

This Tuesday, April 25, at 6:30 p.m. in room 20 ̶ Where should we go this year? Last Fall
we had 11 people go to San Diego and Tijuana. It was a great trip. We’ve also gone to Los
Angeles, Puerto Peñasco, and Salt Lake City. Let’s discuss some ideas and figure out some
potential dates in the Fall.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE ON SALE—SUNDAY, APRIL 30
This is your last chance to purchase one of 28 remaining bags of 100% Arabica, fair-trade
coffee to support one of St. Mark's mission projects - Fuente de Vida (United Methodist
Church in Agua Prieta, Mexico). NOTE: The selection of Medium or Dark Roasts, and
ground or whole coffee beans will be limited - but we need to sell as many of the remaining bags as possible - so please, help us out! Members of St. Mark's Agua Prieta Task
Force will be in the courtyard on Sunday, April 30, to sell one pound packages of coffee
for $10 each. If you have questions, please contact Jay Suchland (see directory) .

The Over 50s lunch group will meet at Mimi's Café (located in the Tucson Mall
complex) on Tuesday, May 2, at 11:30 a.m. Please call, text, or email
Sandra Rush (see directory) to reserve your spot. We love to welcome
both long time and new members to join us for good food and even
better conversation.

Dear Church Family
A big thank you...
to all who helped make the Community Easter Event a success! We had about 300
people there, and everyone seemed to have a great time. People supplied cupcakes, the
Ironwood Ridge Key Club brought a lot of teenagers to help, Tony
and Lill Lovaglio and some of the Handy Hands volunteers did the set
-up and tear-down. And the Family Ministries and Children’s Education Committees oversaw the crafts.
I wish to thank all the people who left donations of fabric for the HeartWorks bags we make, we can
always use more! Thank you, Gale Wenger
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A Renewal Leave for Pastor Sharon
The United Methodist Book of Discipline gives pastors the opportunity to take a “formational and spiritual
growth leave” every six years. During her 26 years of ministry, Pastor Sharon has only taken one brief
leave for this kind of renewal and growth.
Accordingly, Pastor Sharon, who has been at St. Mark’s for seven years, will be on a leave from May 24
through August 6, 2017. She expects to do some traveling with her spouse, Art, visiting family and
friends, and to just spend time resting and renewing her spirit. Her expectation is that, with this time of
leave, she will be able to serve the church for several more years with renewed energy and strength.
Pastor Sharon has been coordinating plans for coverage with the staff and Staff Parish Relations
Committee, who fully support her leave. Our church’s Covenant Council has also given their full support.
While Pastor Sharon is away, leadership and coverage at St. Mark’s will be in the
capable hands of Rev. Tammy Hallam, with assistance from Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald.
They will preach at many of the worship services, along with some guest preachers.
Please assure Pastors Tammy and Evy, as well as Pastor Sharon, of your support by
your continued presence in worship all summer. Additional announcements concerning Pastor Sharon’s leave will be made at upcoming Sunday services.
Bill Fritz, Chairperson
On behalf of Staff Parish Relations Committee

GO FOR 2
Did you know that, for the past several years, the United Methodist
Church has had a “Change the World” weekend in May? You would
see that on your UMC calendar, if you had one (and who doesn’t).
Our Missions Committee provides us with opportunities, like the April
23rd food packing event, to change the world almost every month.
They even have a “Change the World” fund.
By now you’re aware that “Go for 2” is the campaign launched by the
Christian Formation Team at St. Mark’s for 2017. We’re hoping that you will consider going for worship,
plus... The plus being study, fellowship events, prayer, and/or service. Those are the things that strengthen
our discipleship and bring us closer to God.
Just for fun, we’ve had “Go for 2” themes every month. In May, the theme is “2 Hands, 2 Feet”. Jesus didn’t
only spend time in the temple. He went out into the world. He served. 1 Peter 4:10 says, “God has given
each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.”
Christian Formation Team―Kim, Greg, Rachel
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The spring Kairos Prison Ministries Weekend will take place from April 27th - 30th at LaPalma Correctional
Facility in Eloy. Approximately 35 volunteers will spend those days sharing God's 'agape' love with 30
inmates who applied to attend the program and were approved by the Warden and the Chaplain staff.
Kairos cookies, examples of that agape love, can be brought to
the church by Wednesday, April 26th, and stored in the
freezer next to the kitchen. Please be sure to follow the very
specific instructions about their preparation and packaging. The
instructions are posted on the St. Mark’s Mission page (bottom
right-hand corner).
Prayers for the entire weekend are encouraged for inmates, volunteers, prison staff and correctional officers. We in Kairos are so grateful for the support of St. Mark's over the many years that this outreach ministry has been funded by your donations through the Missions budget. Kairos brings light into very dark places and offers the light of Jesus Christ to souls in much need of hope. Thank you all!
Doug Bowers,
Kairos volunteer

Volunteer
Opportunity

NASH NEIGHBORS NEEDS YOU!
Our Nash Neighbors Committee includes a position to coordinate all on-campus
volunteers, and we are once again in need of a volunteer to coordinate our volunteers,
as Melinda has decided to “retire” again! Duties of this position include signing up new
volunteers, giving information on the required fingerprinting/background check and
coordinating with our Nash staff liaison to get new volunteers placed with a teacher.
Please contact Carol Cecilia (see directory) for more information about this position/
opportunity.

JOB OPENING—Communications and Outreach Coordinator
St. Mark’s is currently accepting applications for a part-time
Communications and Outreach Coordinator. The successful
candidate would have cutting-edge communication skills and
the ability to work independently, as well as part of a team.
Candidate would be responsible for managing the website and
social media accounts, and possess a high level of proficiency in
producing the newsletter, marketing materials, and other mailings. Go to www.umcstrmarks.org/jobdesc_comm_041317.pdf
to view the job description. To apply for the position, send a
cover letter and resume to ruthk@umcstmarks.org by April 28,
2017.

Primavera Men’s Shelter, depends on
churches, like St. Mark’s, to help provide
nutritious meals for the men. There are
several open dates on the calendar
(June 10, July 8, Aug. 12, Sept. 9) when
these men are depending on us to provide dinner. Please consider helping.
Contact the church office (297-2062) for
more information (The
Missions Committee can
reimburse the cost of
the meal.)
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Vacation Bible School -June 5-9 from 9:00 – 12:00
Join us this summer for Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God!
Teens and adults… We still need volunteers. You can be a Hero too! We will
need lots of help encouraging about 100 little Heroes and guiding them throughout the week. Are you a leader, a helper, or maybe a shepherd? Do you prefer
to be behind the scenes? Or maybe you really like to decorate. Do you already
have a costume and Super Hero name? If you wear the costume, I promise to try
my best to call you by your Super Hero name all week! Talk to Greg (297-2062 or greg@umcstmarks.org ) about
ways you can best use your special powers.
At VBS Hero Central, our students will enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they discover
their strength in God. They will become Heroes and explore how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives.
Our Heroes will discover a Hero Verse (Bible memory verse) that will remain with them in their faith long after
VBS. The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of activities: making their
own art projects at Craft Headquarters, singing new songs at Music Headquarters, exploring the wonders of
creation at Science Headquarters, playing games at Recreation Headquarters, and enjoying tasty treats at Snack
Headquarters. Along the way, the Heroes will hear about our mission project and find ways to respond to a call
for action!
Ages: 3 years (completely toilet-trained and finished one year of preschool) through 6th grade
Costs: M-F mornings (9:00 am – 12:00 pm) $30/child
Extended care available M-F afternoons (12:00 pm – 4:00 pm) $80/child ($110 total/child)
(No naptime available, please provide your own lunch.)
To register, go to www.umcstmarks.org and click “Vacation Bible School” under Upcoming Events on the right or
“Donation/Payment” on the top right. Or you can pick up a registration form in the office. Registrations are
limited. Deadline for all registrations is noon on May 16th.

Narthex Bathrooms Renovation Starts May 1st!
The Trustees are excited to inform you about the Narthex bathroom renovation! When the project is completed
both bathrooms will be fully accessible for our congregation and our guests. The improvements will focus on
energy-efficiency with the installation of new toilets, faucets, and lights. Other amenities will include new sink
cabinets and countertops, new bathroom stalls, new tile flooring, along with a fresh coat of paint. Besides
improving the energy efficiency, and accessibility of both bathrooms, the remodel will give them a modern,
appealing look. While construction is in progress, both the men's and women's bathrooms will be closed to allow
the contractor full access to finish the project as quickly as possible.
Starting May 1st, both bathrooms will be closed for about one month. The bathrooms off the Welcome Center
(near the Fellowship Hall kitchen), as well as the bathrooms located at the north and south entrances to the West
Patio will be open and available during construction. The Trustees ask for your patience and support while this
project is in progress. As with most construction jobs, there will be contractors on site working, materials being
delivered, and possible schedule changes so we ask for your cooperation and understanding.
We thank you for your financial support which has allowed the Trustees to accomplish another necessary
improvement that will provide a welcome, accessible place for everyone to worship.
Kevin Tate, Chairperson
Board of Trustees
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Creed: What Christians Believe and Why begins April 23rd!
Join the Sharing and Family Life Adult Sunday School classes after Easter as Adam Hamilton leads us in a DVD and book-based study Creed: What Christians Believe and Why from
April 23 through June 4 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 17 (no class on 5th Sunday, April 30).
Guided by a Christian classic, the Apostles’ Creed, Hamilton explains Christian beliefs clearly and addressed timely questions about atheism, science, disparity, violence, and life, and
explains why belief matters. In the author’s words: “For Christians, the beliefs expressed
in the Apostles’ Creed are foundational. In this book we’ll consider those beliefs and begin
a conversation about what Christians believe, why they believe it, and why it matters.” The Sharing and Family
Life Sunday School classes meet together on Sundays 9:45–10:45 in Room 17. We warmly invite you to attend for
the entire 6 weeks or for as many sessions as you are able.
A few copies of the book will be available in class for $10.00, but you may also purchase your own copy of the
participant book on the Cokesbury website, please do so through the Cokesbury link on the St. Mark’s website.
E-books are also available through Cokebury and Amazon. If you have any questions, please contact Terry Majewski, Joyce Hardage, or Rick Farnsworth (see directory).

Christian Believers Book Study – Friday, April 28
Join us Friday, April 28, at 9:30 a.m., in the Library, to discuss God was in this Place & I, I did not
know by Rabbi Lawrence Kushner. The study is open to everybody, we just ask that you have
read the book and are willing to share your thoughts about it. Facilitated by Susan Gerstad and
Sherri Lennarson. Register at the Adult Spiritual Growth board or online at www.umcstmarks.org.
The book is available at local and online bookstores. If you need childcare, contact Greg
(greg@umcstmarks.org) and we will try to arrange it.
In a daring blend of scholarship and imagination, psychology and history, Rabbi Kushner gathers
an inspiring range of interpretations of Genesis 28:16 given by sages, from Shmuel bar Nachmani
in third-century Palestine to Hannah Rachel Werbermacher of Ludomir who lived in Poland two hundred years ago.
Through a fascinating new literary genre and Kushner’s creative reconstruction of the teachers’ lives and times, we
enter the study halls and sit at the feet of these spiritual masters to learn what each discovered about God’s Self and
ourselves as they ascend and descend Jacob’s ladder. In this illuminating journey―celebrated in this special 25th anniversary edition with a new preface by the author―our spiritual guides ask and answer the fundamental questions of
human experience: Who am I? Who is God? What is God’s role in history? What is the nature of evil? How should I
relate to God and other people? Could the universe really have a self?

Have you been wanting to know more about this terrific church? Are you considering
membership at St. Mark’s? Would you like to become better acquainted with our staff
and meet more fellow worshipers? If so, you are warmly invited to our next “Exploring
Membership Class.” This class will consist of four sessions and will take place in the church Library on Wednesday evenings, April 19 and 26, and May 3 and 10 – from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m. Childcare will be available for those
who request it. If you wish, you may come to Fellowship Hall for a light dinner served at Soul Station at 5:45
p.m. Please call Janie in the church office (297-2062) if you wish to attend this class.
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Church Women United in Tucson’s
May Friendship Day Tea!

ECC NEWS

We’ll be gathering at Sister Jose Women’s Center on
Saturday, May 6, at 10:00 a.m. (1050 S. Park Ave. north
of 22nd on the west side of the street). Come to enjoy
this opportunity to share a special tea party at the
Center’s new location!
Registration forms are located on the bulletin board
just outside Rooms 17/18 here at St. Mark’s. If you
would like to bring a gift of love for the women at the
Center, small toiletries (especially sunscreen lotion)
and/or lightweight sunhats are requested. If you would
like to carpool or if you have questions, contact Sharon
Hunter (see directory).

Please Keep These People
In Your Prayers...
In rehab or care facilities:
Than Brademas, Donald Chester, Patricia
Keele, Harold Mull, Marla Mutschler, Sue
Robinson, Howard Russell, Dave Webster,
Yvonne Yare
Undergoing treatment at home:
Jude Anderson, Judy Drescher, April DuBoce,
Bill Duryee, Darrel Frazer, Tiffany Guerette,

Megan Krzmarzick, Karen Linebarier, Dell
Long, Judy Mitzimberg, Jim Neessen, Cecil
Roberts, Bob Ross, Connie White
Recovering at home:
John Aucott, Susan Kelley, Danielle Potter,
Tom Walker

We Offer Our Christian
Love and Sympathy To…

♥ Charlotte Mitchell and family upon the death of
Charlotte’s niece, Terry, who lives in Texas.

Loved Ones In the Military...

Please keep these people in your prayers. Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Roger and Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Roger and Donna
Severson
Brandonn Eto, close friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle
family
Rob Eubank, son of David and Johanna Eubank
Mike Freeman, son of Ken and Ann Freeman
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Greg Haynes, son of Bob and Melinda Haynes
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee and Billy Morrison and
grandson of Joyce Flick
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don and Ruth Kester
Travis Kroll, son-in-law of Becky Strain
Adam Laurie, son of Ingrid Christensen
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Mark Joseph Maver, son of Seymour & Marcia Maver
Joshua Miller, grandson of Ginny Johnson

Jake Newton, son of Robert and Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the Desert Southwest Conference
William Putt, son of Harold and Susan Putt
Joshua Ruth, son-in-law of Marjie Walp
Adam Seia, son of David and Vonda Seia
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry and Judy Smith
Alex Snow, brother of Shelley Shelton
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff and June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter and son-in-law
of Joyce Flick
Timothy Trexler, great-nephew of Gail Blevins
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh; niece of John Fradenburgh
Jeff Welsh, grandson of Roger &Donna Severson

1431 W. Magee Road
Tucson AZ 85704-2116
info@umcstmarks.org
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Reflections
The week after Easter… “Christ the Lord is Risen
today”, and “Christ is risen, shout hosanna” still ring
through my head. The joy of Easter day still swells my
heart.
There is more, though. Holy Week was so rich and full
of the remembrance of Jesus’ last week from the
cantata by the choirs on Palm & Passion Sunday, to
Taizé worship at Soul Station, to Maundy Thursday
worship and the drama Have You Seen My Son? on
Good Friday evening. Easter day was wrapped in joy
from the Sunrise service through the Gathering. So
many people worked together, giving of themselves, so
that others’ lives could be touched by the love of Jesus.
This is a simple and profound “thank you” to all who
gave during Lent, Holy Week, and on Easter so we
could say with confidence, “Christ is risen!” My heart is
filled with gratitude.
Now we remember that Easter is a way of life, not just
a day of celebration. We live as people who know that

Christ is alive, in us and around us and is at work bringing hope and healing. Next Sunday, April 23, we begin
a new sermon series (as part of this year’s “Good News
for Today’s World”) called “Stories with Meaning….Jesus’ Parables for Today.” We’ll look at some
well-known stories like the Prodigal Son and Good
Samaritan, as well as some less known ones.
Then there’s meal packaging for RISE AGAINST
HUNGER (formerly Stop Hunger Now) on April 23rd at
11:00 a.m. If you haven’t had the chance to be part of
meal packing before, it’s an experience for people of all
ages in Fellowship Hall, and lasts about one hour.
Read more inside this Messenger on other upcoming
classes and events.
In thanksgiving,
Sharon

