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Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

Harvest Festival! St. Mark’s annual 
Harvest Festival and Trunk-or-Treat is Saturday, Oct. 

21st, starting at 5:30 p.m. The 
Family Ministries Committee 
invites everyone to join this 
fun and safe event. The 
activities will get underway 
with a potluck dinner at 5:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring 
a salad or side dish to share 
‒ the main dish, drinks, and 
paper goods will be provided. 

There will be games and crafts for the kids, followed by 
the Trunk-or-Treat at 7:00 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!
The committee is looking for A 
FEW MORE trunkers, in addition to 
people for set up, and teardown, etc. 
Please consider volunteering so the 
kids can have fun! Sign up now at 
Sign Up Genius using this link: www.
SignUpGenius.com/go/409094AABA623ABF85-trunk. 

Monday,  Oct. 30th,  
St. Mark’s Annual 
Church Conference 
will be held in 
Fellowship Hall, at 6:30 p.m. Presided over by District 
Superintendent, Rev. Mark Conrad, this is our church’s 
annual business meeting at which lay leadership of 
committees and teams is elected for 2018, pastors’ 
compensation for 2018 is approved, our mission 
statement and priorities are lifted up, ministries are 
celebrated, and other business is conducted. In addition, 
this year those attending will be asked to give approval 
to two persons from our church seeking candidacy for 
ministry – Kayla Flannery and Margaret Synhorst. All are 
welcome to attend and speak; church members may vote.  
See you there!

Rummage Sale! For the second year, the St. 
Mark’s Animal Ministry Team is sponsoring Rummage to 
the Rescue(s), an event to support local animal shelters 

and rescues. Plan to 
shop for treasures and 
bargains on Saturday, 
Oct. 21st, in the south 
parking lot from 8:00 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m., and 
tell your friends and 
neighbors!  St. Mark’s 
is providing the location 
and publicity; the 15 
participating groups 

are providing the items for sale. (We are not requesting 
donated items from the congregation for this event.) All of 
an organization’s proceeds will benefit the animals in their 
care. From 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. you can also purchase lunch 
from EnjoyaBowls, a food truck that includes vegetarian, 
vegan and gluten-free items among their selections.

Last year, the shelters and rescues were thrilled with the 
community turnout, the funds they raised, AND the St. 
Mark’s hospitality! For more information, including a list 
of the participating groups, visit http://www.umcstmarks.
org/pdf/rummagesale2017w.pdf. We hope to make this 
year’s event even more successful; see you on the 21st!
  Sandi Heilman and Marlyce Wright

Two great Events this Saturday, October 21st

Pastor Sharon and St. Mark’s are considering a Thanksgiving 
meal on Thursday, 
Nov. 23rd at noon, 
especially for those 
persons or families 
that are alone on 
Thanksgiving. We 
would provide the 
turkeys, and people 
attending would bring 
the sides and desserts. This would be an opportunity to 
share a meal of thanks with other people from church, and 
enjoy a time of fellowship. 

If you would be interested in attending such a meal, contact  
Pastor Sharon (sharon@umcstmarks.org) or call the church 
office (297-2062). Also indicate whether you would be 
interested in helping plan, set-up or clean up. If there is 
enough interest, we will begin to plan it.  
    Pastor Sharon

No Plans for Thanksgiving?

http://www.umcstmarks.org/pdf/rummagesale2017w.pdf
http://www.umcstmarks.org/pdf/rummagesale2017w.pdf
sharon@umcstmarks.org
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2018 Stewardship Campaign

Do you think of yourself as an action figure?  Perhaps you are 
one without even realizing it through serving as a positive role 
model for your children, inspiring others by acts of courage 
or kindness, or by generously giving your time, talent, or 
gifts for the growth of God’s kingdom.  You just may not see 
yourself in this light.

Many notable Bible characters didn’t think of themselves 
as action figures either, but they came to discover that God 
equips those who trust Him and demonstrate Jesus’ love. 

Throughout our 2018 stewardship campaign, Called to 
Action, you will see videos stories of ordinary people that 
were led to act by Jesus’ example.  So significant were their 
actions that it resulted in virtually, Turning an upside down 
world right side up. 

By now you should have received a letter on our campaign 
from Pastor Sharon Ragland, or will be receiving it shortly.  
We hope you will join us in becoming an action figure when 
Called to Action during our campaign and beyond.  

One way to do so is by preparing your Called to Action 
estimate of giving for next year.  On Commitment Sunday, 
November 19th, our Called to Action cards will be dedicated 
as part of the worship services.  But if you want to spring into 
action sooner, you can bring or mail your 2018 card any time!
You may also pledge and give online by going to  
www.umcstmarks.org, or by calling Ruth Kester in our 
church office (297-2062) for assistance.  

You, too, will make a real difference when God works through 
you, so that Jesus’ light shines “to the ends of the earth” and 
great things are accomplished in His name!  

Sunday Dinner Sale - The 
next Sunday Dinner Sale is Nov. 
12th. Homemade hot and cold 
entrées, fresh bread/rolls and 
yummy desserts will be on sale 
in the courtyard. No two dinner 
sales are the same. It’s always 
a good idea to browse the table for 
a tasty item for lunch or dinner. All proceeds 
support Strength for the Journey, a four-day retreat for 
women and men living with HIV/AIDS. Thanks for your 
generosity!

HIV/AIDS Ministry

Here’s a Volunteer Opportunity! St. Mark’s will 
be one of three faith communities hosting POZ Cafe on 
Nov. 16th and seven volunteers are needed. This is a one 
time commitment from 8:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This event 

is sponsored by the Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS 
Network (TIHAN), a nonprofit organization 
proving compassionate care to women and 
men living with HIV/AIDS in Tucson. 

The traditional turkey dinner will be served 
followed by a social hour and games. 

Volunteers attend a 45 minute educational 
session, assignments are made and hands-on training is 
provided by a team captain. POZ Cafe is held at St. Francis 
in the Foothills UMC (Swan & River Rds.) Carpooling is 
always a great choice for volunteers. 

Christmas Tree - Mark your calendar!  
The Christmas tree covered in Christmas 
ornaments for children of all ages will be 
displayed in the courtyard Nov. 12th and 
19th (deadline for all gifts, on Nov. 26th).  
Details to follow in the next Messenger.

Calendars - We are collecting new (2018) and used 
calendars. The new are given to women and men living 
with HIV/AIDS. The pictures of the old calendars are used by 
Mary Wald and her craft group to decorate shopping bags 
that TIHAN calls Care Packages. These bags are filled with 
essential personal products that cannot be purchased with 
food stamps, like toilet tissue, paper towels, tooth brushes 
and deodorant and are distributed at POZ Cafe. Please 
contact me (see directory) with concerns and volunteer 
opportunities.
    Linda Girard

A new Spiritual Growth opportunity begins Oct. 31st! 
Sacred Rhythms, by Ruth Haley Barton, explores the 
practices that spiritual seekers and disciples have used 
throughout history to grow closer to God. Join us to learn 
and experience six different methods for strengthening your 
prayer life. Don’t worry if you have to miss the first class; 
each class is an independent practice. You may register 
online at http://www.umcstmarks.org/adult-classes.php or 
contact Margaret Synhorst in the church office (297-2062 or 
margaret@umcstmarks.org).

Sacred Rhythms
Soup & Bread  

Christmas Eve 
Luncheon

As you try some new fall recipes, please keep in mind the 
Christmas Eve Soup and Bread Luncheon. A delicious new 
recipe or an old family favorite are all wonderful things. 
Please consider making a crock pot of it to contribute to 
our meal. We are also seeking homemade or bakery-made 
bread, rolls and muffins. Call or email Renee Carrasco  
(see directory) to join the list of pots! Thanks!

http://www.umcstmarks.org
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Kairos Prison Ministries will 
be holding its last 2017 
prison weekend Nov. 2 - 5th. 
Over 35 volunteers from all over A r i z o n a 
will enter the LaPalma Correctional Facility near Eloy for a 
three-day retreat, similar to a Walk to Emmaus or Cursillo.

St Mark's has supported this ministry through Missions 
Committee donations for many years! That means that the 
entire St Mark's congregation goes into the prison with me 
through your financial support of St Mark's. 

Many members also provide home-baked cookies, which is  
part of the Kairos ministry, which is explained on our website 
(http://www.umcstmarks.org/pdf/Kairos.pdf). If you wish 
to bake cookies for this event, please follow instructions 
carefully and deliver the packaged cookies to the church 
kitchen freezer by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 1st. 

I praise God for His work in the hearts of the St Mark's 
community for this vital ministry, which responds to Christ's 
call in Matthew 25 to visit prisoners on His behalf. 
   Doug Bowers, Kairos Volunteer

Kairos Prison Ministries

ALL CHURCH 
Advent Workshop 

Join us on Saturday, Nov. 18 for the All Church Advent 
Workshop. The workshop is from 9:00 a.m. to noon, but 
you can come and go if you need 
to. This event is for the entire 
church family, and families 
of all kinds:  single, married 
without children, married with 
children, and all others. The 
workshop will include many 
crafts to make your Advent 
season more meaningful, a 
different interactive Bible drama 
each hour, and several hands-on 
mission projects to participate in.  And COOKIES! It’s 
going to be a special time to be together with the church 
family and share stories and prepare for an Advent you 
can enjoy. 

If you are considering membership at St. Mark’s, there is 
still time to register for the fall classes. This class consists 
of two double-sessions. We’ll meet in the church Library 
on Sunday mornings, Oct. 22nd and 29th, from 11:00 
a.m. until 2:30 p.m. A light lunch is served mid-session 
each Sunday. Please contact Janie (297-2062) in the 
church office if you are interested, and let her know if 
you need childcare.

Exploring Membership Class

The Mission of our group is to help each other cope with pain 
and chronic illness through prayer, discussion, and 
the love which Jesus gave to us, and to 
carry that love and hope to others 
who are suffering. If you missed the 
first group, no worries! We understand 
that regular commitments can be very 
difficult with our conditions. Come 
to any meeting at any time. You won’t be lost. Come 
for 15 minutes, the last half hour, or the whole thing. Bring 
whatever you need to feel comfortable. When needed, up 
and down movement is completely acceptable. If you need a 
caregiver with you, that is totally fine.

One of the worst things we can do to ourselves as chronic 
sufferers, is to compare ourselves to healthy people, to 
others that suffer, and to minimize our pain and illnesses. We 
needn’t do that. We seek to create an environment that is 
safe, and unconditionally compassionate. We desire to have 
a place where we can be open about our emotions that our 
pain/illness causes us, offer each other solutions, and learn 
to find the gifts Christ has given us through our conditions.

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month,  
10:30 a.m. to noon, Rm. 17/18. Next meeting is October 25th! 

This is an open group. If you know people that might benefit 
from this, please invite them. We already have a mix of 
faiths in the group. It is wonderful! If you are interested in 
attending, simply show up. If you have questions or desire to 
inquire privately, contact April DuBoce (see directory) or call 
the church office (297-2062).

The Chronic Pain/Illness  
Support Group Has Begun!

St Mark’s Agua Prieta Task Force will sell one pound bags 
of 100% Arabica, fair-trade, organic coffee (from Chiapas 
or Veracruz) produced by Cafe la Colonia on Sunday, 
Oct. 22. Cafe la Colonia is a business run by members of 
the Fuente de Vida church in Agua Prieta, Mexico. The 
proceeds from the sale go directly to support that small 
business. Fluente de Vida Church is a mission project of 
St Mark’s United Methodist Church, and several other 
churches in the Desert Southwest Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. A selection of 
coffees will be available for $10 per bag:

•Medium Roast, regular or decaf;  
  ground and whole beans

•Dark Roast, regular or decaf; 
  ground and whole beans

Look for our table in the courtyard on Sunday, Oct. 22nd, 
or  contact Patricia Kitterill (see directory), if you have 
questions. 

Fair Trade Coffee Sale

http://www.umcstmarks.org/pdf/Kairos.pdf
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Mission work is very complicated. You plan, pack, plan, 
pray and, foolishly, continue to plan and anticipate serving.  
Somewhere in the process, you realize that God has served 
you. He puts together a group of pilgrims who become 
friends, and he places people in your path who open your 
eyes to overwhelming situations.  

The adult mission trip to Portland was exactly as I’ve just 
described. God definitely opened my eyes with those whom 
He put in my path. From Chrystal, who was blind in one eye, 
because her husband had beaten her and left her homeless; 
to Scott, who was telling me that he could probably get a 
job, if he could quit “the d#@* pot”, we certainly had the 
opportunity to meet the least of these.  Kim Ogle 

Meaningful moments of SSP (not limited to these activities 
but these were the ones that were most memorable to me):

Night Strike. I was impressed with the commitment Portland 
residents have made to their homeless population. Not 
only were individuals volunteering their Thursday evenings 
to Night Strike, these same individuals were supporting the 
homeless with basic services (the haircuts, pedicures, water, 
clothing, etc.). It was a testament to what a community can 
do when people work together to help each other.

Organization of the clothes closet at Sunnyside Church. The 
St. Mark’s team really pulled together to sort, organize and 
package the clothing for the Wednesday night outreach. 
Everyone brought their talents to the forefront and never 
stopped working, even when the boxes kept coming. By the 
time we were done, the backlog of clothing was cleared out 
and organized for distribution. It was just a great work party.

Community Food Bank. Again, this was another opportunity 
for the group to work in coordination with each other 
to seamlessly get the shelves loaded for the afternoon 
shoppers. The St. Mark’s group (Amy, Margaret & John, Lill 
& Tony, Casey, Kim, Don, Lorri) was comprised of very smart, 
engaging individuals who could have handled the demands 
of the activities with attitude. Instead, each was always the 

Adult Mission Trip Reflections - Sierra Service Project, Portland, OR

first to volunteer to do a task, no matter the difficulty with 
true attitude of service.  I would travel with these individuals 
in a heartbeat. Thanks for letting me be a part of the team. 
Cindy Brocious

The most meaningful event for me was Night Strike. I had 
never been this up close and personal with homeless human 
beings in my entire life. At first, I was a little nervous and 
unsure what to expect. But after a few interactions with 
individuals I got more comfortable. I’ll never forget looking 
these human beings in the eyes and engaging in conversation. 
I’ll never forget how appreciative they were of the services 
being provided. I truly wish I could volunteer there every 
week. I’m now inspired to investigate how I can do similar 
work in Tucson. I know I can help at Primavera through St. 
Mark’s and will sign up because I’ve never done that before. 

My favorite event was listening to the presentations at the 
Peace House. It gave me hope that so many individuals are 
doing small things that can make a big difference in many 
lives. I was just inspired by it all. Amy Gosla

This was my fourth Adult Mission trip.  We had ventured 
into San Diego and across the Mexican border, to Salt Lake 
City and Los Angeles and now, Portland.  It is so important 
to witness that other cities - and other churches - struggle 
with the same problems as Tucson: poverty, houselessness, 
immigration, hunger - and it is critical to our process that 
we see other solutions and ways and means that are being 
used to battle these systemic issues. Then we can move 
forward stronger in our resolve to make a difference.  We 
are a connectional church.  We are one body, helping each 
other learn and grow.  And as a bonus we strengthen our 
relationships of our own church family.  It was an awesome 
trip - fun, educational, spiritual. Casey Compernolle

What a gift it was for me to step out of my comfort zone with 
such a beautiful group of people from our church. I learned 
about the homeless population and their struggles in a way 
that you just can’t get from reading about it. I am grateful for 
those we met. Margaret Synhorst

Adult Missions Trip 2017 - arriving in Portland, OR. 
Featured from left to right: John Synhorst, Cindy  
Brocious, Lorri Jordan, Tony Lovagilo, Don Booth, Amy 
Gosla, Casey Compernolle, Margaret Synhorst, Kim 
Ogle, Lillian Lovagilo  
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On All Saints’ Day, pray for persecuted Christians who 
this last year died for their faith. Among these were:
 

Last December, an Islamist extremist organization 
       entered St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Church in Cairo,   
       Egypt and killed 25 people.

In March, in Yemen, gunmen killed 18 people  
       including 6 nuns at a nursing home founded by  
       Mother Teresa and run by the Christian nuns.

In May, ISIS attacked vehicles in Egypt carrying 
       Coptic Christians and 26 people were killed.

In August, in Nigeria’s Kako state, Islamic  
       extremists killed a Christian father and his son in  
       an effort to uproot Christians from the State.

In Mexico, in one week, three Catholic priests  
       were kidnapped and killed. Over the past four  
       years, drug traffickers have killed 15 priests  
       reportedly for denouncing criminality.

In North Korea, the regime continues to  
       imprison and kill Christians for practicing their faith

Prayer:  Father, we pray today for the families of 
Christians who have been killed for their faith in their 
grief and fear. Wherever they are, protect them and 
sustain them.  We pray, too, for the souls of the martyred 
Christians who were steadfast in their Christian faith. In 
the name of Jesus, our sure anchor of hope in times of 
trouble. Amen.

If you would like more information about persecuted 
Christians, or to join St. Mark’s Christian Persecution 
Task Force, email us at christianpersecutiontaskforce@
gmail.com or drop us a note at the church office.

Christian Persecution  
Task Force

One Voice Arizona
Connecting Communities through Singing

Door Prize Drawings • Food • Free Admission • Free Parking!

Over 60 vendors displaying unique gifts and one-of-a kind crafts  
of handmade ceramics, jewelry, art, holiday items, and more. 

Sponsored by our Fine Arts & Grafts Guild
Masterpiece   Festival
9th Annual Arts & Craft Show Saturday, Nov. 4 9a.m. - 3p.m.

Volunteers Needed! Sign up at the Masterpiece Festival table in the courtyard 
on Sunday, Oct. 21st to help with the vendor breakfast, bathroom breaks, lunch 
breaks, lunch delivery, etc. Shifts are scheduled in two-hour increments. Help 
volunteer, then enjoy the Festival before or after your shift! 

Did you know that St. Mark’s is participating in One 
Voice Arizona, an initiative to get Arizonans singing, 
and singing together? For this project, groups all over 
the state are learning, singing, and teaching two songs 
each year. One is a short, easy piece, teachable by rote. 
And one is a longer, but still accessible, piece that can 
be sung in a variety of ways, including for a concert or 
in a worship service. This is the first year of the project 
and the two titles are This Land is Your Land and Lift 
Every Voice and Sing, the latter of which is included in 
the United Methodist Hymnal as #519. The selections 
are intended either to have a universal appeal or to 
represent a specific segment of our Arizona population. 
There already are over 50 organizations and thousands of 
singers participating in One Voice Arizona this year, now 
including the members of St. Mark’s! On October 15 at 
8:45, the Chancel Choir sang the first verse of Lift Every 
Voice and Sing for the introit and then was joined by the 
congregation. This will happen again on Oct. 22 at the 
9:45 a.m. service, and be videotaped for inclusion on the 
St. Mark’s and One Voice Arizona Facebook pages.

Participating directors also are charged with bringing this 
music into under-served populations, including at schools 
in lower socio-economic areas and for Boys and Girls 
Clubs, after-school programs, assisted living facilities, 
etc., in addition to other outreach efforts. Teachers and 
conductors are encouraged to teach the music to the 
audiences for which they sing, and invite them to sing 
the pieces with them. The goal is to create a common 
body of music that people can sing together in either 
organized or spontaneous fashion in public venues, and 
in doing so, to get people singing again, and singing 
together; to connect diverse and divided communities; 
to provide meaningful musical experiences for under-
served populations in our state; and to reverse the 
effects of the elimination of public and school communal 
singing opportunities. If you want more information 
about One Voice Arizona, please like the One Voice 
Arizona Facebook page or contact Elizabeth Schauer  
(see directory).

hristianpersecutiontaskforce@gmail.com
hristianpersecutiontaskforce@gmail.com
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October 22, 2017— 

 4:00 to 6:00 

 Service Projects  
 Middle School  on campus 

 High School      off campus 

 

October 29, 2017— 

 No Sunday School 
 No Confirmation 

 4:00 to 6:00 

 Mystery Game  
 

November 5, 2017— 

 3:00 to 4:00  
Pumpkin Patch Clean-up 

 4:00 to 6:00 

Board Games to Share  
 

 

 

November 12, 2017— 

 4:00 to 6:00 

 Middle School  on campus 

 High School      off campus 

 

UPCOMING MIDDLE 

SCHOOL AND HIGH 



   a note from the 
 Middle School      

Moments 

 I’m so confused. I’m sitting 

outside while I write this. The com-

mercial on the radio is all about 

fall, I’m looking around the pump-

kin patch, and it LOOKS like fall. 

But it is so hot! It sure doesn’t feel 

like fall to me! But no matter what 

the temperature is, it really is fall 

now.  

 It’s time for us to sell those 

pumpkins! Be sure to sign up (if you 

sign up with a friend it’s even more 

fun!) and come hang out! It’s a lot 

of fun and helps pay for our pro-

grams, and our missions. Plus, you 

might get to hang out with me!  

 

See you at the Pumpkin Patch! 

 

    Rachel 

 The youth department of    

St. Mark’s is very blessed.   

 When the truck pulled up, full 

of pumpkins, many people showed 

up to unload.  Two-thirds of those 

kind pumpkin passers were adults 

from our congregation.  Some of 

the same people, as well as other 

adults, have already signed up to sell 

pumpkins.   

 Can you guess what our big-

gest selling days of the month are?  

Sundays, of course.  Our congrega-

tion supports you between worship 

services, by buying pumpkins.   

 Without the support of our 

congregation, we couldn’t have a 

Pumpkin Patch.   

 

   Blessings,   

   Kim  

 
 
 

WE’RE GOING TO SAN 

DIEGO! 
 We are registered for SSP at the 

San Diego site, July 08 - Jul 14, 2018.  A few extra days will be added to the   
excursion for our fun trip. Those dates and activities will be determined after 
Christmas.  Your cost for the trip is $175, plus participation in fundraisers.  The 
deposit is $40.  The next payments will be $60 in April and $75 in June.        
Contact Kim with questions, or to register.  kim@umcstmarks.org 

News      



Labyrinth and Way of the Cross 

Labyrinth Experience - God’s Fingerprints
Saturday, Oct. 28th, 9 - 11 a.m.
Did you ever notice how a labyrinth design resembles a fingerprint? Come explore ways that learning about and 
using the labyrinth can be a tool to tap into your spirituality. The design of the first labyrinths is said to be the first art 
created by early men that did not copy something obvious in nature or daily life. What DID the design mean to those 
early men? Come, join us and we will:

 Learn how to draw that early design  
      using a seed pattern

 Talk about fingerprints and their  
                   uniqueness in identity

 Think about ways to leave our own  
                   holy fingerprints

Ruth Machtley, Instructor 

Add to an art piece for St. Mark’s campus

Walk the labyrinth

Walk the Way of the Cross - 5 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at 6:30 p.m.  

Thanksgiving Activities
Wednesday, November 22nd

Community Meal at 5:45 p.m.   
 Walk the station of the cross as an act of thanksgiving to God with meditation and hymn singing.                      

 Join us for a community meal and fellowship, in Fellowship Hall prior to our Thanksgiving service.                    

 Join us in the Sanctuary for our a Thanksgiving Eve Service.                    

The Labyrinth and Way of the Cross is located on the southwest section of St. Mark’s campus and is part  
of the Meditation area which includes a Memorial Garden and Chapel. 

All these areas are open from sunrise to sunset and designed to provide a worshipful space  
for prayer, meditation, and reflection with the Lord. Experience the peace, joy, and  

contentment that this area can provide.   



 Always exploring creative alternatives to enrich the spiritual development of St. Marks family and the 
greater community, the Rev. Cynthia Kirk and Ruth Machtley seized upon a resurgence that was becoming very 
popular throughout the world, the utilization of an ancient dedicated path of meditation , prayer and celebration; 
the Labyrinth. By modern definition a labyrinth is an unambiguous through-route to the center and back and is 
not designed to be difficult to navigate, in other words no blind alleys or dead ends, follow the circuitous path to 
the center and back out again. Historically, the circular path of the Labyrinth is thought of as a journey toward 
the understanding of God’s presence in our lives. The physical act of walking creates rhythms that encourage 
the brain to focus, serving as a transition between “doing” and “being.” It was also proposed that another viable 
tool would be the traditionally Catholic ritual of walking the path of Jesus on his final journey to the cross, or the 
Fourteen Stations of the Cross.
 With the assistance of congregation member and Landscape Designer, Clay Thompson, earnest discussions 
ensued regarding the implementation of these features. It was determined that the space needed to be large 
enough to accommodate many physical needs, limiting the areas available to just one perfect site, a relatively flat 
plot of ground with a centrally placed Palo Verde, and two outlying oak trees adjacent to the Memorial Garden 
and Chapel. The Stations of the Cross could then wind its way through undisturbed natural desert beginning on 
the north side of the garden proceeding around the west end and south side of the garden and ending east of the 
labyrinth. The panning discussions for the actual construction of these features began by gathering information 
about various materials and costs involved to complete the project based on an eleven circuit labyrinth with 
thirty inch wide paths. The Stations of the Cross path required a couple of safaris through the untamed desert to 
determine the course the path would take while disturbing as little vegetation as possible in the process.
 The progress was slow at first, but with the implementation of a task force spearheaded by Madalyn 
Allen, and later by Chris Bahnson, to oversee the project, things began to happen late in 2003. By February of 
2004, the Stations of the Cross, later renamed the Way of the Cross, path with designated space for a bench at 
each station had been carefully carved out of the desert, compacted decomposed granite was used which would 
clearly define the path and blend with the existing desert surroundings. Stylized iron crosses were placed at the 
entrance to each station as was an etched flagstone marker depicting the name of each station and one concrete 
bench was placed at each station as memorials from members of the congregation. Finally a wooden bridge 
constructed by the Mark’s brothers was built over the east end of a drainage swale to provide a connection to 
the parking area.  The finished path was ready for use by Easter of 2004.  
 Construction of the Labyrinth began in August of 2004. It was decided to use a rigid brick border to define 
the circuits of the labyrinth with a decomposed granite infill that would produce a durable surface in keeping 
with the desire to maintain the areas natural beauty. The masonry construction was completed in September 
and with the aid of many, many dedicated members of St. Marks, over seventy tons of fill soil and granite was 
brought in by wheelbarrow, spread out, and compacted to complete the paths by the middle of October 2004.  
Six concrete benches were then placed in the center circle of the Labyrinth, each with a tile mosaic created by 
the Bits and Pieces group, depicting one day of creation. 
 The dedication of the new Meditation Gardens was held on November 7, 2004, under heavy broken 
clouds and the threat of more rain. Attended by a large number of St. Marks congregation, and many community 
neighbors the ceremony was very moving. It was easy to see in everyone’s eyes what these spaces meant to 
them.  But nothing could compare to the most incredible, awe inspiring sunset that evolved as the ceremony 
drew to its close, maybe a thank you from God?
 Solely funded by the generous donations and memorial gifts, the aim of Meditation Gardens Board is 
to continue to provide a haven of peacefulness, surrounded by the wonders of nature and all of its inhabitants 
for meditation, reflection, celebration and remembrance. Literature is provided for both the Labyrinth and the 
Way of the Cross which offers scriptural basis and suggestions for meditation, as well as special readings for the 
seasons of Advent and Lent. 

The Labyrinth and Way of the Cross
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(520) 297-2062

Fax: (520) 297-1058

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland

Associate Pastor:
Rev. Tammy Hallam

Sunday Worship:
8:15, 9:45, 11:15 a.m.

Soul Station 
Wednesday Nights: 
Community Meal 

5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Roger & Donna Severson
Jayce Cunha, son of Rich and Blanca Cunha
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Roger & Donna  Severson
Brandonn Eto, friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle family
Rob Eubank, son of David & Johanna Eubank
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman 
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Greg Haynes, son of Bob & Melinda Haynes
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison and grandson of Joyce Flick
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Joshua Miller, grandson of Ginny Johnson
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan and  
grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Joshua Ruth, son-in-law of Marjie Walp
Adam Seia, son of David & Vonda Seia
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Alex Snow, brother of Shelley Shelton
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Timothy Trexler, great-nephew of Gail Blevins
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh; niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Loved Ones in the Military ...
Please keep these people in your prayers. 
Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Rehab or Care Facilities:
Jane Berson, Than Brademas, Donald 
Chester, Patricia Keele, Bob Ross,  
Yvonne Yare 

Hospice Care:
Howard Russell, Earlene Schock 

Undergoing Treatment at Home: 
Jude Anderson, Gail Blevins, Audrey Dawson, 
Judy Drescher, Tiffany Guerette, Breanne 
Hallam, Megan Krzmarzick, Judy Mitzimberg, 
Karen Linebarier, Dell Long, Cynthia Rayner, 
Don Watt, Connie White

Recovering at Home: 
Jessie Deyoe, Ron Hill, Ann Martin, 
Betty Myers, Julie Thompson

Condolences: 
Our sympathy and prayers on  
the deaths of: 
 Jerry Langemeier, Oct. 7th
 Shirley Johnson, Oct.15th
 Ken Cushman, Oct. 17th

We are a praying community  
at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday 

worship, you may submit 
a prayer request by email 

prayerchain@umcstmarks.org 
or on our website at  

www.umcstmarks.org/ 
contact-us-prayer-request.php.

Also, visit our Prayer Room on 
campus and leave a prayer on 

our prayer wall. 

Third Thursday each month
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. , St. Mark’s Library 

Coordinator:  
Nancy Bautzmann (248-5814)

Prayer  
Corner

Hold These People in Prayer!
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Calendar Notes

Sat., Oct. 21
8:00 a.m. Rummage Sale
5:30 a.m. Harvest Festival Potluck, east patio
7:00 p.m. Trunk-o-Treat, parking lot 

Sun., Oct. 22 
All Saints Day Table, Courtyard 
Masterpiece Festival Table, Courtyard
Fair Trade Coffee Table, Courtyard
4:00 p.m. Preteens
4:00 p.m. Youth Group

Mon., Oct. 23 
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Wed., Oct. 25 
11:30 a.m. Chronic Pain/Illness, Library
5:45 p.m. Soul Station, Fellowship Hall

6:15 p.m. Common Grounds, Library

Thur., Oct. 26 
12:00 MESSENGER DEADLINE

Fri., Oct. 27
6:00 p.m. Mark-a-ritas, Fellowship Hall

Sat., Oct. 28
9:00 a.m. God’s Fingerprints, Labyrinth   

Sun., Oct. 29
All Saints Day  
4:00 p.m. Preteens
4:00 p.m. Youth Group

Mon., Oct. 23 
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Dear Church Family...

Lions and tigers and bears. Oh my!  Anteaters 
and dinosaurs too!  St. Mark’s turned our living room into a 
Noah’s Ark of stuffed animals.

In 47 years at St. Mark’s, through all of our ups and downs, 
one word always shines through – generous.  Once more, you 
were generous as the hands of Christ with hygiene supplies 
and comfort toys.  The biggest thank you imaginable isn’t 
enough. This was short notice in the midst of other tables 
for collections and yet, you just kept giving – a total of 423 
hygiene kits – about $4,000 in value.  And, you gave another 
$20,000 in cash to UMCOR.  Yes.  Generous.

Thanks to Sharon, Tammy, Evy, staff, Soul Station, Church & 
Society – all quickly embraced the project.  Missions receives 
10% of all offerings for projects and they generously authorized 
$500. And, thanks to everyone who let me badger them 
 into bagging between services on the 17th. I asked you to fill 
one bag and you did a whole lot more.

I especially thank you for the stories you shared.  A mom 
and son went shopping on his 13th birthday. Grandparents 
shopped with little ones to show faith in action.  A woman 
couldn’t afford to buy anything and was grateful to help 
on the assembly line.  Several folks took a deep breath and 
parted with their Ty Beanie Baby collections.  Even though 
we didn’t ask for books, people saw “Books” in the name and 
gave enough beautiful books to make a small library.

In disaster relief, circumstances and priorities quickly change.  

Hi Sharon. I just read your newsletter. What a busy and fun church! The stewardship theme is exciting and inviting. Love 
it! I also saw that your church will be marching for breast cancer October 22, blessing pets, hosting a JFON event. Great 
stuff! You and your folks are amazing! Joy and Hope! Thanks!   
        Dave McPherson, Director
        Congregational Development, Desert Southwest Conf.

Agencies like World Care are ruled by a group which sets 
priorities and coordinates efforts.  We planned to send the 
kits to Texas. In 20 years of “Books and Beanies” projects, 
this one was personally in my heart because, as a child, I 
lived in towns that were destroyed this summer. Things 
change.

By the time we finished, focus changed from Texas and 
Florida.  World Care received a request for aid from a school 
in Linda Vista, San Jose del Progreso, Oaxaca, Mexico. This 
is a remote village relying on mangrove forests, farming 
and fishing.  Until now, I didn’t think of flooding with 
earthquakes.  This town is completely flooded due to 
Mexico City earthquakes.  The mangrove forests and fields 
are destroyed.  They are using dump trucks to clean up 
dead, stinking fish.  The only transportation is boat. Think 
Houston with absolutely no help coming. The school had 
300 homeless children and World Care felt our kits were 
a perfect match.  Prayerfully, I checked with Sharon and 
several members.  Everyone agreed that kids are kids 
wherever they are. So, we changed the books to Spanish 
and the shipment went to Oaxaca. 

The mission of St. Mark’s is “Changing the world through 
Christ, by caring for all people.”  I believe you have honored 
the spirit of that, friends.  
 Thank you,  
   Maryann Nuckolls and    
   Nicolette Peterson
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Reflections
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† St. Mark’s Annual Church Conference, led by our 
District Superintendent Rev. Mark Conrad, will be Monday, 
October 30, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. For more 
info, see article in this Messenger.

† By now, many of you have received your “Call to Action” 
2018 stewardship campaign mailing.  Give prayerful 
consideration to your estimated giving for next year, and 
bring your commitment card to worship on 11/19, or bring 
or mail to the church office.  You can also give or pledge on 
line (www.umcstmarks.org).

† Our church’s Board of Trustees has been very busy this 
year with projects and maintenance on our campus.  On 
Sunday, Oct. 22, we will recognize the members of the 
Board, and thank them.

† I’d like to highlight a part-time (10-12 hours/week) 
position that is open on our church staff for a Children’s 
Christian Formation Coordinator, working on coordinating 
Sunday School, Preteen youth fellowship, and other 
children’s education activities. For more info, you may visit 
our website  or contact Kim Ogle (kim@umcstmarks.org).

† Visit our Pumpkin Patch! Proceeds support youth 
mission projects.

As I write this, I realize how grateful I am for all the ways 
that people serve Christ and our church. Last Sunday (Oct. 
15th) all of our adult music groups offered their gifts, 
helping us worship – Bell Choir, Celebration Singers and 
Chancel Choir, Praise Team. Ushers, greeters, welcome 
team, sound and video techs, child care workers, Sunday 
School teachers, red umbrella volunteers, are just some 
of the people who serve just on Sunday mornings. On 
Saturday, Oct. 14th two groups did mission work for 
Emerge and the Community Food Bank, while others 
helped to unload pumpkins.  Many people serve through 
offering prayers. The list goes on and on - thank you!

A Prayer:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the chance 
to serve you and our church.  Help us grow in our love for 
you, for that we can truly help to turn an upside down 
world right side up.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
   Blessings, Sharon

A few reminders, a thought, and a prayer:

www.umcstmarks.org
kim@umcstmarks.org
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