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Christmas Eve Services

Sunday, December 24 - Worship at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church will bring good
news and joy to your life. Come and know the depth of Christ’s love this holiday season.
The sermon is Let Us Go Now to Bethlehem, a message of the Shepherds’ journey
from oblivion to faith.
9 a.m. Traditional Advent Service
With Scripture and choir music.

11 a.m. Lessons and Carols Service

Scripture, special music, and communion followed by a soup & bread lunch.

4 p.m. Blessing of the Children

A family-oriented service with carols and blessing of the children.

8 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service

With choir, and communion. Concludes by candlelight song indoors.

10 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service

With choir, and communion. Concludes by candlelight song outdoors.

Longest

Night

Worship

Wednesday, Dec. 20, Fellowship Hall

The Longest Night worship is a service of hope for the
holidays with harp music and meditative readings to
enhance this quiet, reflective service to bring peace and
comfort to your holiday journey.
5:45 p.m. Community Meal
6:30 p.m. Worship Service

Sunday, Dec. 31, 2017

We resume our regular Sunday worship schedule:
8:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:15 a.m.
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Soup & Bread Luncheon
11 AM Christmas Eve!

Deck the Halls Pews!!
We need USHERS for the four Christmas
Eve services. That’s less than two weeks
away! Ushering is not difficult. All you
need is a welcoming smile, a basic sense
of direction (as in front, back, sides), and
a willingness to work with some other terrific
volunteers.

Soup Needed!

St. Mark’s will again host a Soup and Bread Luncheon
following the 11:00 a.m. Lessons and
Carols service on Christmas Eve. This is
a simple meal of soup and bread. All
are welcome to come and enjoy the
luncheon!

PLEASE sign up for one (or more) services at the a table in the
courtyard, or contact Pat Small (see directory). The rewards
are high praise, and lots of gratitude!

Please consider contributing a crockpot
of homemade soup or homemade (or
bakery-made) bread, rolls, or muffins.
Contact Renee Carrasco (see directory) with your item for
contribution. Advance notice is necessary, so we can make
sure we have enough electrical outlets available for the
delicious crockpot donations.

Finally, a great big THANK YOU to those who have already
volunteered as ushers, greeters, communion servers, or
acolytes. You are awesome!

Year-End Notice for Donors

Please wait until you’ve received your year-end
statement of giving to file your income tax return. Some
donors may not be able to deduct certain contributions
if they file a tax return before receiving their church
contribution receipt.

2018 Envelopes

2018 contribution envelopes are now available. You
may pick up a box in the narthex of the Sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall, or from the church office. Remember
to include your contribution number. If necessary,
contact the church office (297-2062) for assistance.

For contributions to be deducted in 2017, they must
be received at the church by December 31, 2017. This
means that a check deposited in the church offering in
January of 2018 cannot be deducted in 2017, even if it
is backdated to 2017. One exception—checks that are
written, mailed and postmarked in 2017 are deductible
in 2017 even though not received until 2018.
				Thank you!

Thanks Alberta & Paul!

The Adult Spiritual Growth
Committee would like to thank
Alberta Farnsworth and Paul
Simpson for their many years of
service to this committee and
their dedication to teaching
and leading people along their
faith journey. They have been committed to helping our
church grow closer to God and one another. We appreciate
their enthusiasm and hard work!

Fair Trade Coffee Sales

If you missed the coffee sale in the courtyard earlier
this month, St. Mark’s Agua Prieta Task Force still has
several bags of the 100% Arabica, fair-trade, organic
coffee available for sale. If you’d like another bag of
coffee for yourself, or gifts, please contact Jay Suchland
(see directory) to find out which varieties (medium or dark
roast, regular or decaf, ground or whole beans) are still
available.

Looking for a Tax Credit?

Interested in donating to St. Mark’s
Early Childhood Center? Consider
a tax credit. Tax credits help our
kindergarteners afford to attend our
private school. Your contributions are
a dollar for dollar credit. The amount
given is taken off your tax liability. You may designate St.
Mark’s Early Childhood Center or better yet, designate one
of our kindergarten students and help them directly. If you
have questions, please contact the Early Childhood Center
office (797-2925).

Please remember all proceeds go to Cafe
la Colonia which is a small business run by
members of the Fuente de Vida church in
Agua Prieta, Mexico (across the border
from Douglas, AZ). Fuente de Vida
(Methodist) Church has been a longstanding mission project of St. Mark’s
United Methodist Church, and several
other churches in the Desert Southwest
Conference of the United Methodist
Church. We thank you for your patronage.
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Stewardship Campaign
Update

You’re Invited!

The new reading for the Open Minds
Book Study will be Christmas Jars by
Jason F. Wright. We will meet on Friday,
Dec. 15, at 9:30 a.m.
What is the book about? After journalist
Holly Jensen’s apartment is robbed on
Christmas Eve, someone leaves her a jar
full of money labeled Christmas jar, and she sets
out on a quest to discover the origins of these mysterious
jars. You will find it an inspiring short novel.

The Finance Committee is pleased to provide the following
summary on the Called to Action Stewardship Campaign,
comparing our current results as of Dec. 3, against those last
year at the end of the same period following Commitment
Sunday:
Campaign
Year

Cards
Returned

Dollars
Pledged

2018

317

$867,432

2017

316

$804,439

Bring a dozen Christmas cookies to share. We will discuss this
little book and share Christmas joy over coffee and cookies.
Hope to see you on Dec. 15, in the church Library. Oh yes,
and bring a friend, or neighbor, as well!

Through St. Mark’s generous “Act-ion figures,” the campaign
is ahead of last year by $62,993 and one Commitment Card.
And, if we followed last year’s model, another 45-50 cards
are still outstanding!

Hearing Assist Loop
The new hearing assist loop has
been installed in the Sanctuary and
is now operational. This system
replaces the Listen devices that
were worn around the neck, as a
personal hearing assist loop.

Continuing this amazing trend would enable us to fund the
additional requests from St. Mark’s Committees for their
programs and ministries. So, if you haven’t yet submitted
your Commitment Card for 2018, we encourage you to join
those who have. Cards are still available in the pew racks, in
the church office, or by going online to St. Mark’s website.

If you were using one of these
systems, then you are all set and do
not need to do anything other than to get comfortable and
wait for the service to begin. One note, don’t expect to hear
anything on the loop until the service begins as the loop only
works when there is a sound to transmit.

Stay tuned for more information on how your commitments
are being used both within St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church and in spreading Jesus’ love beyond our Open Doors.

HELP Needed!

If you are new to digital hearing assist devices, you will
need to have your Audiologist make sure your device is
programed to work with T-coils. Most newer model devices
can be programmed to automatically accept an electronic
device such as a telephone or hearing assist loop, without
any additional steps.

Do you enjoy reading the Messenger? We are looking
for additional people to help fold the Messenger.
Please consider joining this team of dedicated
volunteers who prepare the newsletter for mailing.
The group meets every other Wednesday, starting at
8 a.m. to prepare the newsletter for mailing. There
are two separate teams, so your commitment would
be once a month for approximately two hours. Please
contact Kandy Delk (297-2062) if you would like to
serve on this important committee.

We are also upgrading our system for those who need a
little extra hearing assistance, but do not use a hearing assist
device yet. The unit is designed to be worn in the ear. If you
would prefer one of these, then we ask that you only use one
so we have enough for everyone. If you have any questions,
please ask, and we can either give you an answer or find it
for you.
			Paul Simpson, Audio Visual Coord.

Primavera Volunteer Opportunities

Each month, on the second and fifth Saturdays, St. Mark’s has committed to serving dinner at
the Primavera Men’s Shelter. This is an opportunity for your family, or group of friends to come
together to plan, purchase, prepare, and serve this meal for about 100 men. If you are interested in
serving in this way of taking Christ into the world in 2018, please look for the brown board labeled
Volunteer Opportunities in the narthex. Contact the church office (297-2062) with questions.
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Making the Connection

Connecting to God
and One Another!

The Adult Spiritual Growth committee would like to provide
opportunities for connections throughout the year based
on Pastor Sharon’s sermon series. During each sermon
series theme, there will be a couple of small groups to join
that are connected to that theme.

New Worship Theme Begins January, 2018

A longing exists within us to connect to other people and,
even more, to God. We hear phrases like “I tried to connect
with him or her, but couldn’t manage to do that.” or “The
best part of that gathering was connecting with old friends.”
or “With all the struggles in the world, I wonder where God
is, and wonder how to reconnect with that presence of
peace and hope.”

The first theme is Connecting to God’s Creation, and the
church family can join a hiking/walking group to connect to
nature and one another, a Made to Crave discussion group
to connect better with our bodies and one another, or a
study of Creation to connect theology to our relationship
with God and one another. Detailed descriptions of
these groups are listed below. We encourage you to join
groups that you believe will help you with “making the
connection.”

St. Mark’s theme in worship for 2018 will focus on
connecting us to God and one another – lifting up our
current connections, and challenging us to connect more
deeply with God, one another, and our broader community.

Connect to God’s Creation
While Walking or Hiking

Art Ragland and Harold Putt will
lead a small group experience
immersing you in God’s creation
while walking or hiking. Tying
into the five-week sermon series
Connecting to God’s Creation, be
drawn closer to God’s creation – nature,
animals, and each other - while walking or
hiking in a small group. Gather before the activity with a
devotion and prayer, be given a few questions to ponder
and discuss as walking or hiking, and end with a brief
discussion of how we were brought closer to God through
the experience. Please sign up at the Adult Spiritual
Growth board.

Coming January 14, 2018 – Connecting to God’s Creation.
We’ll see ways that God’s creation – nature, animals and
one another – draws us closer to God. Sometimes we
have questions about natural disasters and the frailty of
our bodies, as God’s creation. How can we care for God’s
creation, including our bodies?

Always More to Learn!

St. Mark’s Leadership Training for 2018.

If you are serving on a committee, team, task force,
or board in our church, you know that there is always
more to learn. So, an upcoming training opportunity
is for you. Leaders need to be spiritually grounded,
understand the mission and priorities of our church,
and have skills in the particular area in which they’re
serving. This training is designed to help with all these.

Made to Crave

This small group experience helps women understand how
cravings for lasting spiritual satisfaction are often mistaken
for cravings for food. Craving isn’t a bad thing, God created
us to crave so we’d ultimately desire more of Him in our
lives, not more food. Many of us have misplaced that
craving, and overindulge in physical pleasures instead of
lasting spiritual satisfaction. If you, or someone you know,
is struggling with unhealthy eating habits, Made to Crave
will help you crave God and develop healthy eating habits.
This is a seven week session.

What: St. Mark’s Leadership Training
When: Tuesday, Jan. 23 from 5:30—7:00 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall
For all chairpersons and committee, task force, and team
members, or anyone who is interested. Learn important
details about leading and being part of a team at St.
Mark’s, our mission and priorities, the importance of
your spiritual growth, and get your questions answered.

Creation: The Apple of God’s Eye

A light dinner will be served, so please RSVP to
kandy@umcstmarks.org by Wednesday, Jan. 17.
The Covenant Council meeting will follow the training
at 7:00 p.m.
				Sharon Ragland
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Please join us for a discussion of the book Creation:
The Apple of God’s Eye, by Justo L. González. Reverend
González explains how God reveals his love in creation,
and discusses other topics including the problem of evil in
the midst of God’s creation. Our conversations will provide
a different, but complementary view to the sermon series
Connecting to God’s Creation. This discussion will take
place over five weeks beginning Thursday, Jan. 18, from
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., in Rm 17/18. The book is available
through Cokesbury for $9.49 (either eBook or paperback).

Ladies Bible Study

The Ladies Bible Study begins Jan. 5,
2018, for six Fridays (Jan. 5 - Feb. 9),
at 9:30 a.m. On Jan. 5, 12, and Feb.
9, we will meet in the Fellowship
Hall. The other Fridays we will
meet in Rm 17/18. We will study
Liz Curtis Higgs’s book, Unveiling
Mary Magdalene. You do not
need the book unless you want
one. I will have handouts for you.

Expand Your Faith Journey!

It’s almost time to announce the lineup of new Faith Journey
opportunities for spring 2018, so watch for the Adult
Spiritual Growth brochure spring issue. It’s coming soon and
will provide all the opportunities you need to expand your
spiritual growth journey. In the meantime, here’s a list of
the experiences that will be offerend this spring, so you can
begin planning which opportunities interest you most!
Spiritual Gifts
Disciple Old Testament
Shaping a Life of Significance for Retirement
Sacred Rhythms
Praying the Psalms
Grounded in Grace—Day Retreat
A Walk Through the Holy Land
Five Wishes Workshop
Christian Persecution
Prayer Beads
Mending the Soul
Living the Questions 2.0
Sunday School Classes, Bible Studies, Book Studies
Several Lenten opportunities

On Jan. 5, we will watch Liz’s one-hour video
presentation, recorded live, that captures her passion
for Mary Magdalene’s life-changing message for women
today. The humor, the pathos, the applicable lessons,
the biblical truth are all reflected in Liz’s heartfelt words
and animated delivery.
The rest of the study will be from her book: Her
Infinite Variety: Her Legend; Moonstruck Madness: Her
Demons; Through Thick and Thin: Her Dedication; Path
of Sorrow: Her Despair; The Trysted Hour: Her Discovery;
and lastly, Letter to the World: Her Declaration. The signup sheet will be on the Adult Spiritual Growth bulletin
board in the courtyard on Dec. 17. This is a wonderful
way to meet new friends and have great fellowship
together. We hope you will join us for this study and
enjoy watching Liz’s video presentation. If you have any
questions, please contact Karen Allison (see directory).

Plus, Making the Connection groups for each sermon series
theme.

Meals for Soul Station

The Open Minds Book Study will meet again in the Library
each month, from 9:30-11:00 a.m. and offer:
Jan. 26—Churchless by George Barna
and David Kinnaman
Feb. 23—Undivided by Patricia Raybon and
Alana Raybon
Mar. 23—An Altar in the World by Barbara
Brown Taylor
Apr. 27—The Color of Water by James McBride
May 18—Convictions by Marcus Borg

Soul Station is our Wednesday night
casual worship with a focus on
fellowship. We begin this service
with a meal furnished by St. Mark’s
(potluck on the last Wednesday of
the month). We ask for volunteers
to assist in planning, purchasing,
preparing, and serving each week.
This is another opportunity for your
family or group to serve in 2018. Please consider signing up
on the Volunteer Opportunities board in the narthex. Clara
Campbell (297-6669) will answer any questions regarding
budget and menus. Clara will also handle the room setup.

The next issue of Messenger and the Dec. 31 bulletin will
include the new 2018 brochure. You may register for classes
in the courtyard or online at www.umcstmarks.org, either
Dec. 31 or Jan. 7. Be ready for the brochure coming soon, so
you can be a part of making connections at St. Mark’s.

Altar Flowers

Altar flowers are donated each week with a dedication in the bulletin announcements. If
you are interested in honoring a special occasion or remembering a loved one, please take
this opportunity to get on the 2018 calendar now available in the narthex; please look for
the board labeled Volunteer Opportunities. Contact Pat Adams (see directory).
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a note from the

December 12, 2017

Volume 18, Issue 25

UPCOMING MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND HIGH
SCHOOL EVENTS

December 17, 2017—
4:00 to 6:00
Crazy Sock Exchange

December 24,2017—
Christmas Eve
Regular worship is at 9 a.m.
No Confirmation
No Sunday School
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:
Team 1: Meet at the Wesley House at
3:00 p.m. to set up luminarias
Team 2: Meet at the
sanctuary at 11:00 p.m.
to help with the outdoor
candle lighting, followed
by luminaria storage

Traditionally, the youth of
St. Mark’s have kept luminarias lit on
Christmas Eve. That involves setting
them up in the patio at 3 p.m Then,
at the end of the 10:00 worship service, we’ll help with the candles at
closing and finish our evening by
putting
away
the
luminarias.
Another of our Advent/
Christmas traditions is that of serving at the Primavera Men’s Shelter.
I’m very proud of the young people
who took their time to wrap gifts for
the men and serve the meal.
Christmas blessings,
Kim

Middle School
Moments
Ok, last message about a
meme, I promise! I’ve always
loved this saying. I know
sometimes it’s so tempting to
try to do things like the people we admire. Sometimes,
we try to style our hair like
they do, or we try to act
more like them, watch the
shows they watch, play the games they play;
things like that. But God made each and every
one of us exactly how we are. There is no need
to change! Whoever it is that you are trying to
look/act/be like….we already have one of them!
We don’t need another…we need you! Take
time this winter break from school to relax, and
enjoy just being you.
See you Sunday!
Rachel

Exciting news…

Winter Retreat 2018

We are heading to Ft. Lone Tree in NM again for our winter retreat! If you went last year, you know how cool the camp is and how great the food is.
The dates are over MLK weekend. We will leave on Friday afternoon (Jan. 12) and return on Monday (Jan. 15). On Friday, we will drive as far as Deming,
NM and sleep at First UMC. Saturday, we will be at the camp in time for lunch and in time for lots of fun activities. On Sunday, your options are skiing/
snowboarding, tubing, or staying at the camp. We will make the long drive home on Monday and be back in time for dinner.

Here are websites you might want to look at. For Ft. Lone Tree, see www.lonetree.org . For Ski Apache visit http://www.skiapache.com/.
Visit ruidosowinterpark.com for tubing info.

If you have questions, contact Kim Ogle
297-2062 x209
kim@umcstmarks.org

WHAT TO BRING:
Money for Fri./ Mon. meals
Sleeping bag and pillow
Toiletries (soap, towel, toothbrush...)
Extra dry socks
Warm clothes, coat, and gloves
Money for Sun. entertainment (optional)
Good attitude
Friends

Tubing (if you are doing that)

Base cost will be $50. This includes lodging and meals at the camp. Sign ups will begin immediately. There are only 30 spots available.
Catalina UMC will also be at Lone Tree that week-end!
You will need money for:
Skiing/snowboarding (if you are doing that)
Travel Meals: dinner Friday; lunch Monday

Some Ft. Lone Tree activities:

Rappelling Towers
24’ Climbing wall
300’ Zip line
Rifle Range
Hiking
Three person giant swing
Indoor Gym (dodgeball, volleyball, basketball, foosball, pool,
and lots of other cool stuff)

Do NOT stay home because $50 isn’t in the family budget this month.

There are scholarships available for this trip.

Calendar Notes
Sun. Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Services

Sat., Dec. 16

6:00 p.m. Common Grounds, Library

9:00 a.m. Traditional Advent Service
11:00 a.m. Lessons & Carols (Soup Luncheon)
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Childern service
8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
NO Preteens or Youth Group meetings

Sun., Dec. 17
Third Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. Preteens and Youth Group

Mon., Dec. 18

9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Mon. Dec. 25

Church Office is CLOSED
NO - Holy Yoga

Wed., Dec. 20

5:45 p.m. Community Meal, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Longest Night Service, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds

Tues. Dec. 26

Church Office is CLOSED
9:00 a.m. Coffee Chat, Old Time Kafe

Thurs., Dec 21

12:00 p.m. Messenger Deadline
6:30 p.m. MOMS Military Prayer Group, Library

Wed., Dec. 27

10:30 a.m. ChronicPain/Chronic Illness, Library

Dear Church Family...
After losing my husband and then our daughter last March, I’ve had many of you thoughtfully comment recently that
you know this is a difficult season, and that you’re thinking of/praying for me. I want to let you all know that I’m doing
better than either you or I would have expected. I am certain that the greatest reason for this is God’s immense love...
expressed through so many of you in a variety of ways over the past year. Never underestimate your importance as
you extend that love to others. I wish I could send you each this message personally in a Christmas card, but I know I’ll
never find enough time to do that, so please accept this as my deepest thank you, with a sincere wish for a very Merry
Christmas. 								With love, Sandi Heilman
Thank you for your many contributions of children’s gifts and multiple gift cards for the Family Holiday Party sponsored
by Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN) and Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation (SAAF). St. Mark’s totaled over
$1,000 in gift cards and 60 childrens gifts from board games to basketballs to talking baby dolls. Our congregation is
awesome in their generosity and faithfulness of “changing the world through Christ, by to caring for people.” You have
brought smiles and laughter to many children and parents! 		
Thank you, Linda Girard
Thank you for all the prayers and kind thoughts for my son Jared Bowman. They really do lift Jared’s spirits and
mean so much to us both. He’s on a journey to get his epilepsy handled so he can get back to being a 24-year-old
guy and get on with life. Jared is facing two brain surgeries in early 2018, so we appreciate your continued prayers!
We know that God will see us through this, and we are blessed to be part of the wonderful St. Mark’s community.
						With much appreciation, Ruth and Jared Bowman
I want to thank my fellow church members, the prayer chain, Pastor Tammy, and Pastor Sharon for all of the prayers
that were sent to Oklahoma for my sister Colene. She was diagnosed with cancer at age 89. She had a complete
hysterectomy and the pathology report showed no further tests or treatment is needed. It was a hard decision for her
to make to go through surgery at her age. We feel it is a true miracle that she successfully went through the surgery with
such great results. We feel prayers from my church, her church, and our relatives’ churches from all over the U.S., other
individuals, plus even a missionary in Jerusalem made this miracle from God come true. Colene sends her appreciation
to everyone for the prayers sent on her behalf.			
Thank you, Marva Brittle
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Hold These People in Prayer!
Rehab or Care Facilities:
Patricia Keele
Harold Mull
Howard Russell
Earlene Schock
Hospice Care:
Tange Adams
Judy Mitzenburg
Yvonne Yare

Undergoing Treatment
at Home:
Jude Anderson
Gail Blevins
Jared Bowman
Judy Drescher
Breanne Hallam
Megan Krzmarzick
Karen Linebarier
Dell Long
Ray Loughney
Ruth Machley

Lona Stauffacher
Don Watt
Connie White
Lindsey Williams
Jim Ward
Dave Webster
Recovering at Home:
Donald Chester
Harmon Harrison
Sharon Thomas

Prayer
Corner
We are a praying community
at St. Mark’s.
Besides Sunday worship,
you may submit a
prayer request by email
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org
or from our website at www.
umcstmarks.org/contactus-prayer-request.php.
Also, visit our Prayer Room
on campus and leave a
prayer on our prayer wall.

Loved Ones in the Military ...
Please keep these people in your prayers.
Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

St. Mark’s
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St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road
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8:15, 9:45, 11:15 a.m.
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Wednesday Nights:
Community Meal
5:45 p.m.
Music/Programs
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Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Roger & Donna Severson
Jayce Cunha, son of Rich and Blanca Cunha
1st & 3rd Thur. each month
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Roger & Donna Severson
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., St. Mark’s Library
Brandonn Eto, friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle family
Coordinator:
Rob Eubank, son of David & Johanna Eubank
Nancy Bautzmann (248-5814)
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman
Garrett Geer, grandson of Ellen Wise
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison and grandson of Joyce Flick
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Joshua Ruth, son-in-law of Marjie Walp
Adam Seia, son of David & Vonda Seia
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Alex Snow, brother of Shelley Shelton
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Timothy Trexler, great-nephew of Gail Blevins
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh; niece of Joan Fradenburgh
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Christmas blessings from
the St. Mark’s staff.

Wise men and women still seek him!
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