
1

Volume 58, Number  13
July 4, 2018Messenger

Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

An unusual blessing is about to happen – Elizabeth Heft, who serves as a General Board 
of Global Ministries missionary for the United Methodist Church will be joining us in 
worship on Sunday, July 8. She will also give a presentation and answer questions at a 
lunch in Fellowship Hall at 12:30 p.m.

Elizabeth’s missionary work is in Bethlehem, Israel, where she has served as a high school 
teacher since 2015 in the Beit Jala area of the West Bank.  She had moved there to teach 
high school math and the Bible, when God’s call to remain there and seek missionary 
status came to her as she stood outside the Garden of Gethsemane.  She says:  “I was 
trying to make sense of what I was feeling. I had been there three times before and had heard, over and over, about the 
difficulties of this land—a place where feelings of resentment and anger, fear and hopelessness dwell within people, always 
just below the surface, threatening to boil over at any moment … “How am I supposed to go home and resume my life after 
experiencing this? But before I could even finish forming the question, I knew the answer.  I couldn’t leave and God knew it.  
But what, I asked God, do you want me to do about it?  ‘Come, let me show you,’ God replied.” She was commissioned as a 
missionary in the spring of 2017.

Some of the Holy Land travelers had the delight of meeting with Elizabeth when in Jerusalem in February, 2018.  Knowing 
that Elizabeth was going to be in the United States this summer, we have been making arrangements to bring her to St. 
Mark’s to share her story. Come for worship on Sunday, July 8 to hear Elizabeth share some thoughts as part of the message.  

Then, with the cooperation of our Missions Committee and United Methodist Women, we are able to offer 
lunch and more conversation with Elizabeth at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  No reservations are necessary.  
Just come.

A donation basket will be available on the table in the narthex for Elizabeth’s missionary work.  If you are 
unable to come but would like to make a donation to Elizabeth’s missionary work, you can contribute to St. 
Mark’s.  We will get it to the right place.  Indicate on your check that it is for Elizabeth L. Heft - #3022314. Or, 
Jerusalem School of Bethlehem Advance Special number is #3022292.  Here is the link to Elizabeth’s page: 
http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/missionaries-in-service/missionary-profiles/heft-elizabeth

Missionary Elizabeth Heft Visits July 8

Hello St. Mark’s family!  It's July.  Which 
in Arizona not only means lots of heat 
and hopefully some rain, it also means 
that it is time for appointments and 
changes in the United Methodist 
Church.

We are excited to welcome our new 
associate pastor, Stuart Salvatierra, to 
our church and congregation. Stuart 
was raised here in Tucson and was a 
member of St. Francis in the Foothills 
UMC. As a youth, Stuart spent some 

Celebrating Our Pastors’ Appointments!
time at St. Mark's in our Youth Group, 
so he already has a connection and 
history with our church and campus.  

We also are happy to announce and 
welcome Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald to our 
staff as an appointed part-time pastor. 
Evy will be working primarily two days 
per week, doing many things she has 
already been helping with over the 
past few years. We welcome the many 
gifts that she brings.
Last, but certainly not least, we 
are thrilled that, once again, our 

conference leaders have seen fit to 
reappoint Rev. Sharon Ragland to our 
church here in Tucson, for her ninth 
year with us. (Rumor has it she said 
she would stay!) We are grateful for all 
three of these appointments and look 
forward to what God has planned for 
our church community in the coming 
year.
          Donna Reed, Chair 
          Staff Parish Relations Committee
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In the previous Messenger Pastor Sharon provided an 
overview of the 2018 Desert Southwest Annual Conference.  
In this article, I will provide additional information on 
legislation that was considered and the results of 
the elections of delegates to the 2020 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.

To amend the Constitution of the United 
Methodist Church requires a two-thirds majority 
vote at General Conference and ratification by 
an aggregate two-thirds majority of the Annual 
Conferences. There were several constitutional 
amendments that arose at the 2016 General 
Conference. The ratification votes were conducted 
at sessions of the Annual Conferences during 2017. 
However, one of the amendments, dealing with women’s 
equality, did not contain the proper language as approved 
by General Conference, so this amendment had to have a 
re-vote with the proper language at Annual Conference.  To 
prevent any influence on annual conferences yet to vote the 
results, which were taken by paper ballot, were withheld. 
The final results will be announced after completion of 
ratification votes by all the annual conferences.

There were a number of resolutions that were submitted for 
consideration by the Annual Conference. The first resolution 
designated a special Sunday to be set aside as Disability 
Awareness Sunday. On that Sunday, a special offering would 
be taken. One quarter of that offering would remain with the 
local church to be used on disability programs, one quarter 
going to the Conference Disability Awareness fund and the 
remainder going to the General Church Disability Ministries 
Committee.  This resolution was approved unanimously.

Another resolution was submitted to create a committee 
to explore the feasibility of selling the current Conference 
Center and relocating it to Central United Methodist Church 
in Phoenix. The committee will report the results of their 
study at the 2019 Annual Conference. This resolution was 
approved with some opposition.

There was a resolution submitted that would consolidate the 
function of Statutory Registered Agents in the Conference 
Chancellor’s office. Statutory Registered Agents are required 
by Arizona law to act as the official legal contact for the 
nonprofit corporation, which each church has incorporated 
under. Each year, a report is required to be filed, and 
some churches had neglected this because of lack of 
communication or not being aware of the requirement. This 
resolution was approved with some opposition.

A resolution was submitted from the floor which respectfully 
calls upon the Department of Justice and Department of 
Homeland Security to immediately discontinue policies 
which forcefully separate children from families at the 
border. There was quite a bit of spirited discussion and 

amendments offered about the language to be used in the 
resolution.  Eventually the above language was agreed upon 
and the resolution was approved with some opposition.

A resolution was submitted by the Gun Violence 
Awareness Task Force of the Conference Church 
and Society Committee. This resolution declares the 
churches of the annual conference to be gun free 
campuses. They may also post signs prohibiting the 
carrying of guns, either openly or concealed, onto 
church property. There is an exception that allows 
sworn, active duty law enforcement officers to carry 
anywhere on church property. This resolution also had 
much spirited discussion and one major amendment 
which resulted in the language above. This resolution 

passed with some opposition.

The final resolution to be considered at Annual Conference 
was one which was submitted by our own Church and Society 
Committee with input from the Worldwide Christian Support 
Task Force. This resolution would add a new section to the 
United Methodist Social Principles to denounce Christian 
Persecution anywhere in the world. The Social Principles 
are the church’s stand on social issues. There was quite a bit 
of discussion and changes to the wording of the resolution 
so that any persecution, not just by governments would be 
denounced. The resolution was approved and now will go to 
the General Board of Church and Society, which is the process 
of updating all the social principles. These updated social 
principles will be voted on at the 2020 General Conference.

Also, at this Annual Conference, we elected delegates for 
the upcoming 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
Our conference is entitled to send two delegates and two 
reserve delegates to General Conferences. We can send 
six delegates and six reserve delegates to the Western 
Jurisdiction conference in 2020. Half of these delegates are 
clergy and half are lay members.  The following persons were 
elected as General Conference Delegates: 

 Clergy: Dan Hurlbert; Reserve, Anthony Tang  
 Lay: Paul Gomez; Reserve, Julie O’Neal 

The following persons were elected as Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegates: 

 Clergy: Beth Rambikur, Dee Dee Azhikakath, 
               Mary Klaehn 

 Reserve: Javier Olivares, Gary Kennedy, 
                Timote Piukala 
 Lay: Trinity Donovan, Carla Whitmire,  
                      Glenda Hill
 Reserve: Jessica Brown, Matthew Harris, 
                              Marjie Hrabe

   Mark Hrabe, Lay Leader 
   St. Mark's UMC 
 

Annual Conference Legislation
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Are you doing mission work independent of the mission 
committee? We’d like to know about it and get you connected 
to others in the congregation with similar interests. The 
Mission Committee is compiling a booklet of all the mission 
opportunities within the church to give out to members and 
visitors. We want to tell everyone that St. Mark’s is a giving, 
caring church.  We want everyone to get involved! Please 
send information about your mission to Patricia Kittrell (see 
directory). Let’s get connected!

Mission Work?

As we continue a relationship begun in 2002 between St. 
Mark’s UMC and Nash Elementary School, we believe you 
will find it interesting to learn how many persons, mostly 
from our congregation, but including other caring friends, 
volunteered at Nash during the 2017-2018 school year.

Please know that the school and this ministry always has  
need for more volunteers, especially in the classrooms.  
Spending several hours per week in a classroom provides 
invaluable help to the teacher and the children. Perhaps 
you would consider helping at Nash in the upcoming school 
year? This summer is a great time to make a trip to the Amphi 
School District Office to be fingerprinted for a required 
background check. That, and your willingness to help, are 
all that is needed. During the 2017-2018 school year, Nash 
Neighbors provided:

	 Classroom volunteers:  10 persons – 800 hours

	 Weekly Snack Packs (includes two persons who  
 pick up the food from the Food Bank and four or  
 five who fill 120 bags which go home with children  
 on Fridays): 72 persons (most helped more than  
 once) - 256 hours

	 Gathering and delivering school supplies to the  
 teachers: two persons - 66 hours

	 People volunteered in other ways, including  
 hosting a Christmas Brunch (Nash staff) and   
 organizing the annual Christmas Family Gift Program.

THANK YOU to all these wonderful volunteers for their 
1,100+ hours of service. 

Our volunteers report that it is one of the most rewarding 
things they’ve ever done. If you are looking for a way to be 
of service to your community, please consider finding your 
place at Nash Elementary. For information, contact Sue 
Pierce (see directory) coordinator of Nash volunteers.  

Nash Neighbors Ministry 

Please drop off your donation (jars of peanut butter 
only) in the red collection bin (Welcome Center) on or 
before Sunday, July 8! If you need more information, 
please call Casey Compernolle (see directory).

Church Women United in Tucson invites you to 
attend a forum entitled Tea with Teachers at 
Catalina UMC on Saturday, July 14.  The 
program begins at 9:30 a.m. following check-
in at 9:00 a.m. in room E23.

A casual conversation format will allow us to 
enjoy a variety of iced teas and yummy treats 

with teachers who will answer questions we have 
about the special challenges of being a public school teacher 
today. Gena McGill (from St. Mark's) will introduce herself 
and the other teachers before the table discussions begin.  
Each of us will get to meet all of the teachers, who will rotate 
among the tables.

Please register by calling or texting Pat at (520-253-1329).  
A $5 donation is appreciated to help defray costs. Those 
wishing to bring a Mission in Action gift are invited to bring 
boxes of tissues for classrooms (often supplied by the 
teachers themselves). Call Sharon Hunter (see directory) if 
you have questions. Hope to see you there!

Tea With Teachers
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Summer Study Opportunities
Trinity: The God We Don’t Know 
by Jason Byassee
Facilitated by Brenda Hunter
Thursdays, Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30 
6:30 p.m., Rm 17/18 

We routinely hear about God the Father, 
and God the Son in Sunday worship, 
but it seems like the Holy Spirit only 
makes it to center stage at Pentecost! 
Who (or what??) is the Holy Spirit, and 
what role does He play in the Trinity? 

For a discussion of these and other questions, please join 
us for a four-part discussion of the book Trinity: The God 
We Don’t Know, beginning on Aug. 9. Each discussion will 
last one hour. If you want the church to order your book 
for you, it will cost $10, and you should register by July 30.  
No advance reading is required. You may register online at 
www.umcstmarks.org (classes) or on the Adult Spiritual 
Growth bulletin board on Sunday morning.  

Tattoos on the Heart 
by Gregory Boyle 
Facilitated by Sandi Heilman
Monday evenings, July 9, 16, 23
7:00 p.m., church Library

This collection of true stories comes 
from Father Greg Boyle's work within 
the dangerous gang neighborhoods of 
Los Angeles. A parish priest, he created 
Homeboy Industries, an organization to provide jobs, job 
training, and encouragement so that young people could 
work together and learn the mutual respect that comes 
from collaboration. Here's an outline for discussions:
 July   9, Introduction, and chapters 1-4 
 July 16, chapters 5-9 
 July 23, we'll watch A  G-Dog documentary. 

Please know you're still welcome to attend if you have to 
miss one of the dates. Participants should acquire their 
own materials prior to the class. You may register online at  
www.umcstmarks.org (classes) or on the Adult Spiritual 
Growth bulletin board on Sunday morning.  

Summer Film Offering – Monday, August 6

Starring George Clooney, Holly Hunter, John Goodman this film is set in 1937 rural Mississippi 
during the Great Depression, and its story is a modern satire loosely based on Homer's epic poem 
The Odyssey that incorporates mythology from the American South. Three escaped convicts 
search for hidden treasure while a relentless lawman pursues them. Popcorn will be provided, 
bring your own beverage. Childcare is available, by making advance arrangements through the 
church office (297-2062) prior to August 1.  

O Brother, Where Art Thou?
6:00 – 8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

It is that time of year when St. Mark's Nash Neighbors  collect 
and donate school supplies to Nash Elementary School for 
the 2018-19 school year. There will be a container in the 
courtyard each Sunday in July to deposit the requested 
supplies:   

Hand sanitizer (Unscented, large pump bottle) 
Glue Sticks
Black Dry Erase Markers 
Pink Pearl Erasers
Boxes of Tissues
Clorox Wipes 

School Supplies Collection!

Mark your calendars for an old fashioned Who 
Done It? mystery dinner theater―August 17, at 
6:30 p.m.,  Fellowship Hall. 

Ticket sales will begin July 29. Ticket cost is 
$10.00 (for dinner and the show).

FAITH  
On Stage
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Seekers of asylum continue to come, many waiting outside 
on the streets for days (4-10) for processing as ICE has 
become unpredictable in its work slowdown. These people 
have been waiting on the streets, sleeping on the streets. 

Aid organizations in Nogales, Mexico are striving to house as 
many as they can, but space runs out. The heat, the sun, and 
lack of human necessities are taking their toll on the health 
of these children and adults. Yet at our INN, we have several 
empty beds because these seekers are on the streets waiting 
for LEGAL entry. The board of the INN has met/conferenced 
twice within the last week to find the best way we can 
make the most impact. We are not interested in making a 
demonstration because it could become inflammatory to an 
already bad situation. Two or three of our members have 
traveled to witness what is actually happening as a result 
of this slowdown and now cannot get the picture out of 
their minds. We will contact the Mexican/Nogales aid givers 
to provide supplies, food, and appropriate support. Please 
keep these travelers and aid-givers in your prayers. 

Please help! Here on the home front, 
in Tucson, we continue to need small-
sized adult clothing, underwear for 
EVERYBODY, small-sized shoes (no high 
heels, but sandals and gently-used 
canvas), bath towels, and bags/
backpacks, and MONEY. UMCOR just 
delivered 1,600 travel blankets to warm our guests as 
they travel in air-conditioned busses.   
Should you like to visit our INN, please contact the 
director, Gretchen Lokey (520-312-1451), or Kathie Barrett  
(see directory). 

Another INN Update

In 2012, there was 
approximately $220K in 
the Permanent Endowment 
Fund. As of May 31, 2018, there 
was over $620K in the fund. That’s a $400K increase! 
This is due to good investing, strong financial markets, 
and gifts/bequests from the St. Mark’s community. 

How can you ensure that this fund will continue 
to grow and be a source of financial support and a 
living memorial? Consider one of the many ways 
gifts can be given. Gift opportunities include cash, 
real estate, life insurance, gift annuities, retirement 
funds, and will bequests. In some cases, these gifts 
can provide tax savings for the contributor. A gift to 
the Permanent Endowment Fund is a testimony to 
your faith and confidence you have in the ministry of  
St. Mark’s.

Last month in the Messenger, I wrote that Adult Spiritual 
Growth considers all aspects of an individual―physical, 
mental and spiritual. It follows the premise of the Great 
Commandment to love your God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength. I also included an Upper Room Daily 
Reflections regarding how to take our own P.U.L.S.E. Below 
you will find  a way to take the P.U.L.S.E. of others. It's 
another Upper Room Daily Reflections. 
(2/1/16 email from a book by Dr. Frank Rogers, Jr.)

What Can Adult Spiritual 
Growth Offer You?

Judy Boroto, Chair  
Adult Spiritual Growth

Once Our Hearts are steady enough to be open 
to empathic connection with others―this may 
take time―we can cultivate genuine compassion 
for others. We do so, as we did with ourselves, by 
connecting with the PULSE of humanity beating 
within them.

P―Paying attention. Cultivate a nonjudgmental, 
nonreactive awareness of what the person is doing 
and how he or she is doing it.

U―Understanding empathically. Listen for and be 
moved by the suffering hidden within the cry of his 
or her emotions or behavior – the fear, longing, or 
aching wound in need of care.

L―Loving with connection. As the suffering within 
the other person moves you, extend care toward 
the need or wound that surfaces.

S―Sensing the sacredness. Recognize and savor 
the expanse of compassion that holds and heals 
every wound within him or her.

E―Embodying new life. Notice the gifts and 
qualities of restored humanity that are being 
birthed within the person and yearn for his or her 
flourishing. 

… No matter how distorted and beaten down we 
may become, an abiding capacity for care and 
connection remains alive within us. …The people 
we commonly engage with are like ourselves―
momentarily mired in the compulsions, fears, and 
sensitivities we acquire over a lifetime. Nevertheless, 
as long as our hearts are beating, the pulse of our 
humanity lives. Connecting with this pulse within 
others unlocks our genuine compassion, and such 
compassion has the power to soften even the most 
hardened of hearts. 
[From pages 30-31 of Practicing Compassion by Frank Rogers Jr. 
Copyright © 2015 by Frank. Rogers Jr. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission of Fresh Air Books.]



    Hey Preteen's check us out, we 
made it into the "WASS UP" with 
our new logo!!! 
    Jayce and I have planned some  
Fun Filled Fellowship  activities 
that you wont want to miss...  
 Blessings, Julie 
 
July 8th -   Movie at the church 
( bring a pillow if you want to sit on 
the floor )  
 
July 15th - We will be in the 
Wesley House and we will be mak-
ing Popsicles. We’ll freeze them 
and have them for snack on 7-22. 
 
July 22nd - We are going bowl-
ing. More info to come, BUT I 
know you will need a permission 
slip, socks and an idea of what size 
bowling shoe you wear. 
 
July 29th - Water themed 
games.... You will get WET!! 

July 3, 2018 Volume 19, Issue  13 

 
 
 
 
 
July 6-14— 
 SSP High School Mission Trip 
 
July 8, 2018— 
 4:00 to 6:00  
 “Mafia” &  
 other games 
 
July 15, 2018— 

4:00 to 6:00 
Sundaes &  
Water Balloons  
 
 

 
July 22, 2018— 
 4:00 to 6:00  
 Escape Room  
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING MIDDLE 

SCHOOL AND HIGH 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

Find us on Social Media!  St. Mark’s Youth Group          stmarksumyf  

Fun Filled Fellowship   



 

 In my family, we like to find 

random facts. We also like to occasional-

ly make up facts and see who believes us 

and who calls us out on our antics! This 

one, I promise you, is a real fact. Until 

1820, people thought tomatoes were poi-

sonous! Can you imagine? No ketchup, 

no spaghetti sauce, no tomato juice (I’m 

ok with that one!), and no pizza sauce!? 

 I’m so glad that scientists proved, 

in 1820, that we can safely eat this deli-

cious fruit/vegetable/whatever it is. Poi-

sonous to nutritious. Bad to good.  

 No matter what we are faced 

with in our lives, God can always use it 

for good. As we navigate through life, 

it’s so easy to call people or things 

“good” or “bad”. But we should be care-

ful! Sometimes we find out that that 

“bad” or “poisonous” thing we were con-

fronted with is actually “good” and 

“nutritious”. That, my friends, is a fact.   

   See you Sunday!    

         Rachel 

 Great things are happening for 

young people at St. Mark’s.  With this 

issue of “Wass Up?”, we’ve introduced a 

section for PreTeens.   

 The PreTeen ministry is for our 

friends in grades 4 and 5.  Julie Eblen is 

the lead coordinator for that group.  

Jayce Cunha is her assistant.  They 

have lots of fun things planned this 

month.  

 Youth Group is for young people 

in grades 6-12.  During the school year, 

Middle and High School students have 

separate activities. Rachel leads the 

Middle School and I lead High School.  

For all three groups this summer, we 

are sticking with the grade level that 

you completed in May. 

 On Rally Day, Aug. 12, incoming 

6th graders move up to Youth Group at 

the Wesley House.  In the mean time, 

it’s summer.  Enjoy the fun! 

    Blessings,  

    Kim  

   a note from the 
 

Middle School      

Moments 

 

July BIRTHDAYS 
  

 7-12 James Carsten 
 7-17  Abigail Lee 
 7-21  Adriana Morales  
 7-22  Freder Morrison  
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We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or from our website www.umcstmarks.org. Also, visit our Prayer Room on campus 
and leave a prayer on our prayer wall. 

Gail Blevins
Jared Bowman & family
Michael Campbell
Donald Chester
Jesse Deyoe
Judy Drescher
Keith & Mary Ann Glazier

Breanne Hallam
Carolyn Hanna
David & Floretta Harrington
Patricia Keele
Pam Kytola
Karen Linebarier
Damian Parkinson

Hazel Roberts
Howard & Gina Russell
Marian Shultis
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers 
Louise Voelker
Dave Wait

Lance Wald
Tom Walker
Dave & Jan Webster
Connie White
Lindsay Williams

Loved Ones in the Military 
Please keep these people in your prayers. Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Donna  Severson
Brandonn Eto, friend of Zirnheld/Compernolle family
Patrick Emmett, son of Julie Wiens 
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman 
Garrett Geer, grandson of Ellen Wise
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton

John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan  
     and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug

Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Adam Seia, son of David & Vonda Seia
Geoffrey Shafe, grandson of Mary Langemeier 
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter  
     and son-in-law of Joyce Flick

Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh;  
     niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Faith On Stage (drama) ministry, teach classes and serve 
as liaison to the Safety Ministry and Church and Society 
Committee. She will also preach occasionally. She will 
primarily work on Wednesdays and Fridays, with some 
hours on Thursdays and Sundays. We know Pastor Evy 
well, and so appreciate her spirit and skills. Pastor Evy is 
being appointed part-time as a retired elder.

I hope that helps clarify the roles of each member of 
your pastoral team. We are all delighted to be serving 
with you, and can’t wait to see what God has in store for 
St. Mark’s!   

We are also blessed at St. Mark’s with a great group 
of retired clergy, on whom we call for help, and are so 
grateful for them.     
    Blessings, Sharon

Continued from page 8Reflections

Regarding: Santa Fe High School Texas Incident
Aldersgate UMC sent a very nice Thank You letter along with 
this card (see above) acknowledging their great appreciation 
for the banner sent from our congreation with messages  
of support and comfort that is on display in their church 
narthex as a reminder that people care! 

Prayer Corner
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Dear Church Family...

Calendar Notes

St. Mark’s 
 Messenger

Published bi-weekly 

St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Fax: (520) 297-1058

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland

Associate Pastors:
Stuart Salvatierra 

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Sunday Worship:
8:15, 9:45, 11:15 a.m.

Soul Station 
Wednesday Nights: 
Dinner - 5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Sun., July 8  
Noon Elizabeth Heft Luncheon, Fellowship Hall
4:00 p.m. Youth Group
4:00 p.m. PreTeens Group

Mon., July 9 
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Tattoos on The Heart, Library

Tues., July 10 
8:30 a.m. UMW Executive Board
9:00 a.m. Coffee Chat (Old Times Kafe)
6:30 p.m. SPRC, conference room
6:30 p.m. Missions, Rm 8/9

Wed., July 11 
Noon - BULLETIN DEADLINE
5:45 p.m. Soul Station Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Soul Station 
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee 

Thurs., July 12 
11:00 a.m. Ellyne Dillavou Mem. Service,  
              Fellowship Hall 
Noon - MESSENGER DEADLINE
6:00 p.m. Trustees Board, conference room
6:30 p.m. Holy Yoga 

Gale Wenger broke her femur in May, had surgery and 
spent about three weeks at a rehab facility. Now, she 
is home making progress, but Harry and Gale are on 
their own since their daughter left on June 27. Prior 
to their daughter leaving, she (Kay Grace) set up an 
online “meal train” account so volunteers could sign 
up to bring a small dinner to them during July, or visit. 
They were hoping for two or three meals per week! 
They would also love visitors or phone calls from folks 
at church. If you would like to volunteer to prepare 
a meal or a visit time with the Wenger’s there is a 
web page all set up for Harry and Gale Wenger at:   
https://mealtrain.com/4wqg48 or it's also okay to 
make arrangements by calling Harry and Gale (see 
directory) and the address is 6180 N Panorama Circle 
Tucson 85704. 

Help Needed!

I would like to thank my wonderful church family for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, and 
will wishes during Mike's long illness and my short one. All thanks to the Pastors also for 
their visits. Mike is doing much better now so prayers do work. Thank you so much. 
      Clara and Mike Campbell

We wish to THANK John Shattuck and Harold Putt for the extra work they did in our kitchen.  
While they were here, I had been in the garage to get a new knee pad for John, as I saw him 
down on his knees doing work in the kitchen. I went to close the garage door, but it came back 
up (twice) and I noticed it crinkling and making noise. I told the guys about it. So, they not 
only did the work on my kitchen but helped to get our Truck out of the garage so I could use 
it if needed. Between the two guys, they got the garage door down so the varmints & snakes 
couldn't get in until the garage man could fix it. We are so fortunate to have help from the 
HANDY HANDS when we need it.  PRAISE GOD FOR THEM. 
      Dale and Tom DeShong

Thank  You!
Many thanks to the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee, as well as 
Covenant Council and Advisory 
Board members who helped with 
our recent farewell events for both 
Kandy Delk and Pastor Tammy.  
Much work involved and we are 
learning as we go. I also would like 
to thank the congregation for their 
gifts and prayers for Tammy and 
Jack, and Kandy, as they begin new 
phases of their lives.  
 Donna Reed, Chair 
 Staff Parish Relations

I would like to thank all the groups and committees that have made dinners for Soul Station 
the last four months. It has been a wonderful help. We could use help during the summer as 
everyone might get tired of chicken, sandwiches and pizza all summer long. Thank you all so 
much for everything.     Clara Campbell
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Reflections
When I began at St. Mark’s as your Senior Pastor in July,  
 2010, I had just finished six years as a District Superintendent 
for the United Methodist Church in the Phoenix area, and 
was at the end of recovering from a bad bout with valley 
fever. Both Magee and LaCanada were under construction. 
Remember that? The recession was still a big factor in 
Tucson, affecting our church, too. Our grown children live in 
Tucson, so we were happy to be returning here.  

Now, I begin my ninth year with you. It has been, and 
continues to be, my great joy to serve with you. We’ve 
grown a lot during these years, in many ways, and been 
able to do a lot together, in Jesus’ name. In worship on 
July 1, we celebrated your appointed pastoral team. With 
me as Lead Pastor, Pastor Stuart Salvatierra is serving as  
full-time Associate Pastor, and Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald as  
part-time Associate Pastor (approximately 15 hours per 
week). I thought I’d share with you about the roles each of 
us will play in the upcoming year.

My primary role is to provide vision, oversight, leadership 
and direction, and primary spiritual leadership, planning 
and leading worship, supervising the staff, leading various 
outreach efforts, and working with the administrative 
committees to be sure that all runs well at our church. I also 
help form disciples and leaders through teaching classes, 

and meet regularly with leaders to guide and support them.  
This year I will also be leading our Multi-Site effort. With a 
team, I’m giving prayerful guidance and leadership as we 
make initial plans to duplicate St. Mark’s – create a second 
site – somewhere north of us. You’ll be hearing more about 
this in the upcoming months. We’ll continue to do all the 
good things we’re doing at St. Mark’s; we’re exploring ways 
to reach new people with the good news of Jesus’ love.

Pastor Stuart Salvatierra will have primary responsibility for 
the coordination and supervision of our congregational care 
ministries, including visitation and prayer ministries, planning 
and leading special worship services (such as Longest Night, 
Ash Wednesday, etc.), preaching eight to nine times a year, 
teaching and working with assigned committees. Pastor 
Stuart will also work closely with Pastor Evy on Soul Station, 
our mid-week service, and will begin, with me, to explore 
the addition of another Sunday morning worship service.  
Pastor Stuart is being appointed as a Licensed Local Pastor, 
while he goes through the process with the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry to move toward commissioning 
and ordination as an elder in the UMC.  

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald will plan and lead Soul Station (working 
with Pastor Stuart), assist with congregational care, lead our 

Continued on page 6
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