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Our Hands, God’s Work. Responding in Faith!  “All our lives 
belong to thee, thou our final loyalty…”  This line comes 
from the hymn “God of Love and God of Power” stanza 3 
of #578 in the United Methodist Hymnal. Consider your 
hands, what they are able to do, by God’s power. Consider 
what we’re able to do each day-our work-because God 
gives us life, breath, skills, and strength. Because of what 
God gives us, we are able to do God’s work in the world.

What is God’s work? Bringing hope, healing and joy in the 
name of Jesus Christ. That is our final loyalty-to work 
with God to bring those about in our world, through all 
that we do.

Because of what God has done for us, we give. One way 
we give is through our offerings of money, so that we can 
gather together as the church and do God’s work. We seek 
to faithfully do this work at St. Mark’s.

2019 Commitment Sunday, Nov. 18
Our financial 
c o m m i t m e n t s 
help our Finance 
Committee plan 
for the funding of 
ministries, including our missions giving, buildings, staff, 
and multiple ministries and programs.  Sunday, Nov. 18 
is our Commitment Sunday for our 2019 pledges. If you 
received a letter and card in the mail, bring it that day (or 
any Sunday) to worship, or bring or mail it to the church 
office, 1431 W. Magee Rd., Tucson, AZ 85704. You can also 
give or pledge online at www.umcstmarks.org (“Giving” 
tab), or call the church office for help (520-297-2062). 

You, O God, are our final loyalty, God of love and God of 
power.
  Rev. Sharon Ragland  
	 	 and	St.	Mark’s	Finance	Committee

Connecting Our Lives to God…Our Work and Our Faith has been the worship theme in October 
and November. On Sunday, Nov. 11, we’ll acknowledge and celebrate the work that veterans 
have done to not only serve our country, but also connect that work with their faith in God. 

We’ll recognize veterans from all the branches of our military, and hear from a veteran who served as a nurse, and one 
who served as a military chaplain. Plan to be in worship that day for services at 8:15; 9:45; 11:15 a.m. 

Celebrating Veteran’s Day─Sunday, Nov. 11

In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy that everything that is created is good 
because God is the one who has created everything and that we should accept everything 

with thanksgiving because of God’s work (1 Timothy 4:4-5). This was a reminder to Timothy 
but it also serves as a reminder to us today. We are given so many wonderful things by God 
that it can be difficult to comprehend the true scope of what God gives to us and to then 
give thanks. As we approach Thanksgiving, a time to think about all of the things that you 

are thankful for, we are coming together to worship and ponder all we have to be thankful 
for. You are cordially invited to the St. Mark’s Thanksgiving Eve service. 

The annual Thanksgiving Eve service will be held this year at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary on Wednesday Nov. 21. Our 
Wednesday evening community meal is still scheduled, so please consider joining us for a meal as well, at 5:45 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
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2019 Stewardship Campaign
Our 2019 Stewardship campaign, Our Hands, God’s Work. Responding 
in Faith! brings into focus the linkage between Faith and Work.  
Scripture tells us that God selected gifts that enable each one of us 
to pursue our chosen work, with all gifts contributing to the body 
of Christ. These gifts allow Our Hands to do God’s Work throughout 
our lifetime, providing for our needs, the needs of our family, as well 
as giving to and helping others. Many of us also established savings 
plans for the future.  

One of these savings plans, Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs), permitted us to set aside pre-tax income for 
later years. This presented a tax-savings opportunity for us at the time, and offers a tax-savvy opportunity for us 
now that many individuals have reached, or are nearing, the pivotal age of 70-1/2 when the government requires 
that we begin withdrawals from our IRAs. However, these withdrawals—our Required Minimum Distributions 
(RMDs)—can present a financial challenge, since they can be substantial and add to our total taxable income.  

To assist with understanding the subject, a summary has been prepared from expert sources. It also presents 
brief information on changes relating to 2018 U.S. Federal income taxes, since the change to standard deductions 
significantly impacts charitable contributions and is necessary to this topic. Most importantly, the summary 
provides details about how you may be able to receive a tax benefit while you are giving to others through a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). Visit our website at www.umcstmarks.org and click RESOURCES from the 
main menu to learn more and determine if a QCD* is a viable option for you. (*A	QCD	can	be	used	to	fulfill	a	stewardship	
commitment,	address	a	capital	campaign	pledge,	or	provide	a	gift	to	honor	or	memorialize	a	loved	one.)  

By Responding in Faith and helping others you connect your Faith and Work, and join with the body of Christ in 
shining His light into the world! As a reminder, Commitment Sunday is Nov. 18. If you have already submitted 
the card with your estimate of giving, THANK YOU! If not, cards may be submitted prior to that date. Cards are 
always available in the pew racks or from the church office. You can also pledge and give online by going to  
www.umcstmarks.org and click on “Giving” or call Ruth Kester in the church office. This information is extremely 
helpful to our planning and budgeting process for 2019, so the ministries, programs, and missions are the very best 
they can be. We sincerely appreciate your continued generosity and support of St. Mark’s.  
       Lezley	Barth,	Finance	Chairperson

So what is live stream, or what does that mean? Live 
stream is to broadcast video and sound of an event over 
the Internet as it happens (in real-time). 

Comments we’ve heard: 
 “I’d love to be able to watch and hear St. Mark’s  
 worship services when I’m out of town.”  

 “My husband can’t come to church anymore,  
 but would like to still participate.” 

 “I have a friend I’d like to invite to church.  I think  
 she’d like to see what it’s like first.”  
In summary, “when are we going to be live streaming St. 
Mark’s worship services?” 

St. Mark's will Live Stream Services, Starting Dec. 2 
We’ve been working on this for a while and now have the 
equipment and technology in place.  We’re in the testing 
phase and expect to “go live” on Sunday, December 2, 
for the 9:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. worship services.  Going 
live means you’d be able to 
watch and hear St. Mark’s 
worship services through 
your computer, including your 
pads, phones, laptops, smart 
TV etc.     

Watch for info later this month on how to connect, begin-
ning Sunday, Dec. 2. 
    Technology Team
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ADVENT STUDIES are set to begin! 

There will be several opportunities for you to participate 
in this time of preparation of the coming of the Christ-
child. The study book will be Prepare the Way: Cultivating 
a Heart for God in Advent by Pamela C. Hawkins. 

In this four-week study and prayer book, we are invited to prepare 
our hearts through guided prayer, readings from Isaiah and Matthew, 
as well as brief reflections on four scriptural themes: Peace, Justice, 
Fearlessness, and Faithfulness. 

The study includes these spiritual practices: 
• Prayers of invocation, intercession, and benediction 
• Reflection through spiritual reading 
• Call to Christian witness and service 
• Silence 
• Meditation on Scripture. 

We hope that you can join one of the following groups. Since Christmas 
Eve is on Monday, watch for individual class start dates when you sign 
up. Books are $10 but scholarships are available.

DAY TIME PLACE FACILITATOR START
MON. 10:00 a.m.

  6:00 p.m.
  6:00 p.m. 

Mtn. View
Barnes & Noble
Primeras Lomas

Marge Sogn
Pastor Evy/M. Synhorst
Judy Boroto

TBA
TBA
11/26

WED. 10:00 a.m. Rm 17/18 Marcia Rostad TBA

SUN.   8:30 a.m.
  9:45 a.m.
11:15 a.m. 

Rm 17/18
Rm 17/18
TBA

Linda Walker
Sharing/Family Life
M. Synhorst/J. Boroto

12/2
12/2
12/2

St. Mark's 
Spirit and Soul

From the first time I spoke of The 
INN to the present—and the future, 
the generosity of this congregation 
has washed over me, and on 
behalf of The INN and its guests, 
I cannot thank you enough! At 
first it was much-needed supplies, 
clothing, bags and food. Then 
came the physical presence of our 
congregation as members went to 
serve in any capacity needed. 

Whenever a wish or need is 
expressed, someone or some group 
here at St. Mark's strives to answer. 
Beyond that, some groups have 
volunteered while others donated 
a needed piece of equipment as we 
endeavor to make improvements at 
The INN.

When Jim and I first moved here 
17 years ago, we joined primarily 
because of the strength of the music 
program.  Yet, we will both readily 
admit that while there are many 
reasons to attend St. Mark's, it is the 
vast expanse of our missions—and 
the members’ dedication to them 
that has caught us up and caused 
us to stay. The compassion and 
generosity of this congregation is its 
spirit and soul. May God bless each 
and every one of you as you have 
been such a blessing to The INN and 
its very weary travelers.
  Kathie	BarrettOther	additional	groups	will	be	forming,	watch	for	future	announcements.

All Church Advent Workshop ─Save the Date!
December 1, 9a.m.to noon - Fellowship Hall

The entire church and community is invited to prepare for 
Advent. This wonderful, family-friendly event has  
opportunities for both children and adults. 

Come be a part of hands-on mission projects, Bible  
dramas, crafts, photos, refreshments, and more! 
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Toxic Charity, by Robert Lupton is the November book 
for the Open Minds book discussion. 

We’ll meet on Nov. 16, a week before our usual fourth 
Friday of the month. With the holidays, we’ve changed 
meeting dates in both November and December. The 
book, Toxic Charity was recommended by Pastor Sha-
ron in a sermon earlier this year. 

We welcome anyone who would like to read and dis-
cuss this book to join us in the church Library at 9:30 
a.m. Jane and Jerry Bartow (jjbartow@comcast.net).

OPEN MINDS
Book Discussion Group

On Friday, Nov. 16, (7—3:30p.m.) and 
Saturday, Nov. 17, (7—noon) Sunland Asphalt 
will be repairing the campus parking lots. 
Repairs will include sweeping the north and 
south lots, crack-sealing both lots, seal-
coating a small section at the La Canada 
Dr. entrance and re-striping the parking 
spaces. 

The entrance at La Canada will be closed for a 
few hours Friday morning (Nov. 16) until the seal 
coat dries. Thank you for your understanding, and 
patience while this project is completed.

St. Mark's Missions Committee supports two organizations 
whose specific goal is to help homeless youth. First, Stand 
Up For Kids organization has an outreach program of 
volunteers who go out into the streets and community 
to seek homeless youth. Youth are given hygiene, socks/
blankets and food items as well as assisting with services 
and helping them find services in the community to help 
stabilize their lives.

The other organization is Youth On Their Own (YOTO). 
YOTO—a dropout prevention agency— strives to eliminate 
barriers to education and empowers homeless youth to 
stay in school. The students are encouraged to graduate 
high school and pursue opportunities for self-efficiency.  
YOTO supplies hygiene, food items, and a monthly stipend 
for good grades.  

Visit their websites to learn 
more about these agencies 
and how they support at-risk 
youth in Arizona. 

Homeless Youth  
in Our Community

Top photo: Lorri Jordan presents 
check to Katrina Verduzco, Exec. 
Director of YOTO.   Left photo: 
Lorri Jordan presents check to 
Kim Sisson (Stand Up For Kids. 

REMINDER!
Parking Lot Repairs

St. Mark’s United Methodist Women will meet Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, in the church  Library. Join us at 9:30 a.m. for light 
refreshments and fellowship. The meeting and program 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

Dalene Peters and Susan Schaefer will present the annual 
United Methodist Women Pledge Service and the World 
Thank Offering dedication. Jars of peanut butter to be  
donated to The INN will be accepted as part of the Thank 
Offering.

The World Thank Offering is one of UMW’s 
five channels of undesignated Mission  
Giving. Mission Giving is an opportunity for individuals to 

respond to God's abundance 
and grace with spontaneous 
gifts of gratitude. The funds col-
lected are used for missions and 
advocacy in the United States 
and around the world.

The World Thank Offering, giv-
ing freely and abundantly in response to God's goodness 
has been the way of life for United Methodist Women for 
almost 150 years. 

All women are invited.  You do not have to be a member 
of St. Mark’s United Methodist Women or St. Mark’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church or any church to attend. Childcare 
may be requested by contacting the church office on or 
before Friday, Nov. 5. Should you have questions or need 
a ride, please contact Virginia Tupper (ginr3636@gmail.
com or 820-4119).  

WORLD THANK OFFERING
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Multi-site Memorandum
In his sermon on October 
27, Pastor Stuart reminded 
us of the great commission: 
“Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-
20) This commandment is for all of Christendom 
and has been taken seriously by the greater United 
Methodist Church as reflected in the UMC mission’s 
statement of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” We, at St. Mark’s, also 
take this commandment seriously. Our committees and 
work groups spend time discerning the best ways for 
us to do this work, and we do it in multiple ways. We 
recently heard a series of sermons that reminded us of 
how we work for transformation through our service 
and mission projects. Service, however, is not the only 
way that we reach people – sometimes we need to use 
words! 

We often take it for granted, but we are fortunate to be 
offered enriching worship experiences every Sunday. 
While our service demonstrates the hands of God, it is 
in worship that we learn the stories of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit. We learn what God wants for us, what 
God wants to give to us, and, through Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit, how God wants us to live and love. We worship in 
community, and through that, are strengthened to go 
out into the world to do his work and share the stories.

When I look at what I have received from St. Mark’s, and 
when I look out into the hurting world, it is clear to me 
that St. Mark’s has more to offer our community than 
what we have been doing. The challenge has been to 

determine what that “more” is, and then the best way 
to offer it. There is a quote attributed to John Wesley 
that I think encourages us to step out of our comfort 
zone:  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as ever you can.” 

I realize even more what a blessed place St. Mark’s is 
when I look at how other churches are struggling. We 
are financially stable. We have a generous, faithful, 
compassionate and hardworking congregation. We 
have dedicated, diligent and creative leaders, both paid 
and unpaid. The scary thing is that with these blessings 
come responsibilities-we are called to use these gifts 
to expand God’s kingdom!

After much thought and prayer, we are responding to 
this commandment, this challenge, this call by working 
to establish a second worship site for St. Mark’s where 
we will be able to offer additional worship and mission 
opportunities to our community. It is scary, but as the 
second part of the great commission reminds us, we 
are not doing it alone!

Please continue to pray for guidance for us to identify 
the place for the new site and guidance to identify 
leadership for the new site. If you have questions, 
please talk with any of the members of the Multi-site 
Team.
  Brenda	Hunter,	 
	 	 Vice-chairperson,	Multi-site	Team

P.S. Thanks to all of you who completed the Readiness 
360 survey. We have an appointment in the middle 
of November with the creator of the survey to help us 
interpret the results and will let you know what we learn.

Every year, the Christmas pageant is the same. Shepherds, Wisemen, 
an Angel, Mary and Joseph. We know the story by heart. But, in this 
one-hour play, one church's Christmas pageant is threatened when the 
Herdmans-the worst kids in the history of the world-are cast in all 
the major roles in the story.

Come see the outrageous shenanigans that occur in The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever, right here at St. Mark's. Make sure you save the date 
now, you don't want to miss this performance!

Best Christmas Pageant Ever!
Friday, Dec. 7,  at 7 p.m. - Sanctuary
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United Methodist Women’s Grace 
Circle will meet in the church 
Library on Tuesday, Nov. 20, at 9:15 
a.m. Grace Circle is the hands-on 

Mission circle of the St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Women.  

We will carpool to The INN after the devotion. The 
INN shelters migrant families seeking asylum giving 
them temporary shelter, food, clothing, showers and 
compassion. Donations of new underwear (men, women 
and children sizes small to medium), backpacks, granola 
bars, rice, beans, hygiene products and clothing are 
always needed. A complete list of needed items is on  
The INN Project website.   

All women are invited to attend and do not have to be 
a member of United Methodist Women or St. Mark’s to 
participate.   

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Donna  Severson
Patrick Emmett, son of Julie Wiens 
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman 
Garrett Geer, grandson of Ellen Wise
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison  
and grandson of Joyce Flick 
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long

Please keep these people in your prayers. 
Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan  
and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug

Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Geoffrey Shafe, grandson of Mary Langemeier 
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter  
and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh;  
niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Loved Ones in the Military 

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or from our website www.umcstmarks.org. Also, visit our Prayer Room on campus 
and leave a prayer on our prayer wall. 

Dottie Allen
Ron Barth
Gail Blevins
Jared Bowman & family
Michael Campbell
Donald Chester
Tom DeShong

Judy Drescher
Keith & Mary Ann Glazier
Breanne Hallam
Carolyn Hanna
David & Floretta Harrington
Karen Hasselbach

Patricia Keele
Brent Linebarier
Wanda & Ray Loughney
Jean Ogle
Hazel Roberts
Gina Russell

Prayer Corner

Marian Shultis
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers 
Dave & Jan Webster
Connie White
Lindsay Williams

The morning of Nov. 1, there was a pickup truck-load of 
pumpkins left in our patch. As they 
have for several years, Iskashitaa 
Refugee Network came and picked 
up anything that could be used as 
food.  

Iskashitaa Refugee Network is made 
up of refugees and other volunteers 
who harvest over 50 tons of 
produce annually from edible trees 
in backyards, orchards, gardens, 
and farms. (And the St. Mark’s Pumpkin Patch.)  Their 
mission is to create opportunities for refugees to integrate 
themselves in Southern Arizona, while educating the 
public, strengthening the local food system, reducing 
local food waste, and increasing food security.  Visit their 
website, www.iskashitaa.org. They will glean the leftover 
fruit from your yard, so that it doesn’t go to waste.  

Iskashitaa
Harvesting Hope • Empowering Dreams!

Grace Circle Meeting



Hey PreTeen's,  
Wow, what a fun party!! It was so 
great to see so many of you there, 
and to enjoy all the yummy treats. I 
am looking forward to our next time 
of Fun Filled Fellowship together. Re-
member there is no PreTeen this 
week, November 11th, or on November 
25th . We will focus on gratitude 
when we meet on November 18th and 
then we head into December.  
   Blessings, Julie 
                      
November 11th - Veteran's Day.  
NO PRETEEN. Enjoy time with your 
family. 
                           
November 18th - We will make 
Sugar cone T - Pee's for snack to 
go with our Thanksgiving and 

gratitude activities. 
 
November 25th - Happy Thanks-
giving!!  NO PRETEEN TODAY Re-
member to let your family know 
how grateful you are for them. See 
you in  December. 

November 7,  2018 Volume 19, Issue  22 

 
 
 
 
 
November 11 & 12, 2018— 

Veteran’s Day holiday 
NO YOUTH GROUP SUNDAY 

HIGH ROPES COURSE 
MONDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

November 18, 2018— 
 4:00 — 6:00 
 Mission Night 
 College Care Packages  
 
November 26, 2018— 
 Thanksgiving Weekend 
 No Confirmation  
 No Youth Group  

UPCOMING MIDDLE 

SCHOOL AND HIGH 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

Find us on Social Media!  St. Mark’s Youth Group          stmarksumyf  

Fun Filled Fellowship   



 Can you believe that there is less 

than two months left in 2018?  To be 

honest, I didn’t think October was ever 

going to end.  You know—- pumpkin 

month.   

 Sometimes people who move to 

Tucson from other states comment 

that we don’t really have seasons, but I 

think we have great seasons at St. 

Mark’s.  They’re just not, necessarily, 

related to weather.   

 Right now, our Confirmands are 

finishing up the segment on church his-

tory, our high school students are gear-

ing up for SSP and Youth 2019, and the 

church staff is ready to launch into 

Advent.  Those are great seasons.  Em-

brace them.  Let God know how excit-

ed you are to be part of His plan.   

             Blessings, Kim 

   a note from the 
 

Middle School      

Moments 

 

  Summer ’19 events 
                          

   for 

         Grades  

           8-12   

 

 Ahhh. November. It’s finally cool-

ing off enough to wear a hoody in the 

morning. I love hoodies! It stays cool 

enough to ride my bike mid-day.        

This. Is. Awesome.  

 I have always loved that Novem-

ber is so focused on giving thanks. I love 

that you can almost guarantee that dur-

ing this little piece of the year, most eve-

rybody I know is taking a moment to stop 

and say thank you.  

 Some thank yous are big, like get-

ting over being sick. Some thank yous 

are little. (Last night, Norah thanked 

God for sour cream.) But every thank 

you is important! God hears all of our 

prayers- let’s make sure He hears the 

prayers or gratitude too! 

   See you Sunday, 

   Rachel 
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St. Mark’s 
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Published bi-weekly 

St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Fax: (520) 297-1058

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland

Associate Pastors:
Stuart Salvatierra 

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Sunday Worship:
8:15, 9:45, 11:15 a.m.

Soul Station 
Wednesday Night: 
Dinner - 5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Dear Church Family ...

Calendar Notes 
Thurs., Nov. 8 
9:00 a.m. Quilters, Rm 17/18
6:00 p.m. Disciple I, Rm 20
6:00 p.m. Trustees, Conf. Rm 
6:00 p.m. Jesus In the Gospels, Rm 17/18
6:30 p.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Animal Ministry, Library 

Fri., Nov. 9    
  9:30 a.m. Heartworks, Rm 17/18
12:30 p.m. Verbal De-escalation Seminar, (FH)

Sat., Nov. 10     
10:00 a.m. Ginger Bailey Memorial Service
  1:30 p.m. When Things Go Wrong Seminar (FH) 

Sun., Nov. 11    
1:30 p.m. Dianna Lampsa Memorial Service
4:00 p.m. No Preteens 
4:00 p.m. No Youth Group

Mon., Nov. 12  
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
9:30 a.m. Youth Group (off campus activity)
4:00 p.m. Grief Support 
6:30 p.m. UM Social Principals, Fellowship Hall

Tues., Nov. 13  
8:30 a.m. UMW Exec. Board, Rm 17/18
4:30 p.m. Meditation Gardens Board, Conf Rm
5:30 p.m. Advisory Board, Library
6:30 p.m. Worship Committee, Rm 20
6:45 p.m. Missions Committee, Rm 8/9

The Handy Hands ministry at St. Mark's is truly to be congratulated and thanked for being 
an outstanding, and much needed, caring ministry! I have been blessed by this group's help 
both before and after my husband's recent death.  Most recently, my sagging front gate has 
been repaired and my front door has a new handle. I am a grateful recipient of this work, 
and I have made new Handy Hands friends. Thank you all very much for your great work.  
      Linda Walker

Sly Man and Sheryl Ann JAZZ Concert. 
Sunday, Nov. 18, 3p.m., Sanctuary

Come hear a great afternoon of jazz and blues music from the "Great American 
Songbook" with Sheryl Ann McKinley (vocals) and Daniel "Sly Man Slipetsky (piano and 

vocals), Max Godsmith (multi-instrumentalist) and Jack Wood (on bass). 

Concert #3 of the Musical Musings Series!  
St. Mark's Music Ministry sponsors Musical Musings and extends a warm invitation to 

you, your family, as well as friends and neighbors to join us for this celebration of  
musical performances scheduled her at St. Mark's UMC.
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If you would like to receive the 
Messenger electronically, and 
discontinue your paper copy,  

submit a request to  
messenger@umcstmarks.org

Reflections

Address Service Requested

1431 W. Magee Rd. Tucson, AZ 85704

Many years ago while serving another church I asked people 
who gave a tithe or more of their income – 10% or more – 
to the church to come together and talk about why they did 
that. Since I didn’t know what people earned, I had no idea 
who would come to such a gathering. It turned out to be a 
diverse and very interesting group of people who were willing 
to identify themselves as tithers.  One was a retired business 
executive who said, “My parents taught me to tithe.  We were 
poor, but every week when Dad brought his earnings home, 
he put one-tenth of it in a can on a shelf in the kitchen. We all 
knew that was for the church. We were grateful for both his job 
and our church and wanted to give.”

Another was a single mother who worked as a teacher. She 
said, “When my son was baptized we made a commitment to 
raise him in a Christian home and family. Even after my husband 
left us, I wanted to honor the commitment we’d made to tithe, 
because that was part of raising him in a Christian home. Also, 
the church gave us so much we wanted to be sure that everyone 
had a chance to know Christ.”

A retired nurse spoke up next and said, “My Dad was a country 
doctor who often got paid in chickens or eggs, and I sometimes 
resented that people didn’t give him money. It was the church 
that taught me how to let go of that resentment and to give 
generously because of what God has done for us.”

A couple in their late thirties said, “When we were going 
through our premarital counseling, the pastor encouraged us 

to work to live on 80% of what we earn, and then save 10% 
and give 10%. It took us about 10 years to get to that point, 
but now that’s what we do. This is the first year we’ve been 
able to tithe! We’ve been through some rough times, but we’re 
grateful that God has brought us through and want the church 
to have resources to help others the way it helped us.”

People sometimes ask me why I’ve devoted my life to serving 
the church. These days I say that in a world that seems to 
overflow with distress, anxiety, violence and hurt, the church is 
a place where people find hope, encouragement and healing. 
I’m grateful beyond words for the privilege of being part of that.  
You are part of that, too. One way we’re part of it is through 
financial giving. Art and I have given a tithe of our gross income 
for many years because we are grateful for all that God has 
given us.  

Our Hands, God’s Work. Responding in Faith!  2019 
Commitment Sunday is Nov. 18. When you fill out your 
commitment card, do that in a spirit of gratitude for work, life, 
breath, and hope.
    Blessings,	Sharon

A prayer for Election Day:  Gracious God, give us wise leaders 
who are directed by you and by a desire to serve your people 
rather than themselves or a political party. Grant us an 
outpouring of your wisdom as we vote, hear results, and 
move forward. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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