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Stewardship Campaign Update

St. Mark’s

The Finance Committee is pleased to provide the following
update on the 2019 Stewardship Campaign, Our Hands,
God’s Work. Responding in Faith! Also below is a yearto-year comparison to the 2018 Stewardship Campaign,
Called to Action.
CAMPAIGN COMMITMENT
YEAR
CARDS
RETURNED

PLEDGE
DOLLARS

AVERAGE
DOLLARS
PER CARD

2019

350

$931,416

$2,661

2018

352

$921,378

$2,618

Year-todate
Variance

-2

+$10,038

+$43

LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Thank you for serving on a committee, team, task force, or
board for our church. Perhaps you’re new to that group,
or just want to know more about our church and how
it works. An upcoming training is for you! Leaders need
to be spiritually grounded, understand the mission and
priorities of our church, and have skills in the particular
area in which they’re serving. This training is designed to
help with all these.

What: St. Mark’s Leadership Training
When: Tuesday, Jan. 22 from 5:30—7:00 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall
This is for all chairpersons and committee, task force,
and team members, or anyone who is interested. Learn
important details about leading and being part of a team
at St. Mark’s, our mission and priorities, the importance
of your spiritual growth and get your questions answered.

As you can see, the 2019 Stewardship Campaign is only behind
by two commitment cards compared to last year, but we are
currently ahead in pledge dollars by $10,038. These results
show that St. Mark’s constituents put this year’s Stewardship
Campaign theme into practice, generously Responding in Faith!
Many thanks to those of you who have already responded to
this year’s campaign.

A light dinner will be served. Please RSVP by Wednesday,
Jan. 16, 2019 to Shelley in the office (shelley@umcstmarks.
org). The Covenant Council meeting will follow the
training session at 7:00 p.m.

We are delighted
that pledge dollars
are ahead of last
year’s results. The
added $10,038 will
fund a portion of
the budget requests received from St. Mark’s committees for
their additional program requirements and enhancements.
However, we still have a ways to go to fund all of their
requests. So, if you haven’t submitted your commitment card
for 2019, there is still time! Your immediate action may allow
us to include the committees’ requests in our regular budgeting
process, so the benefits they are proposing for 2019 can be
implemented, enjoyed by St. Mark’s constituents, and realized
within our ministries this year!

PIANO AND VIOLIN—CONCERT
Sunday, Jan. 13, 3:00 p.m.-Sanctuary

After
an
astounding
concert last year, Patricia
Kaltenberger on piano and
Jim Black on violin have
been invited back to perform
another classical music
performance.
The proceeds from the
freewill offering will go to
St. Mark’s Concert Fund,
admission is free and the
performance is open to the
entire community!

Cards are available in the Sanctuary pew racks and from
the church office. Please take a moment to complete your
commitment card, drop it in the mail or place it in the offering
plate. You can also pledge and give online from the "Giving" tab
at www.umcstmarks.org, or contact Ruth Kester for assistance
(297-2062 or info@umcstmarks.org).
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Learn About the February Special General Conference
The Way Forward: Possible Pathways
for The United Methodist Church
Friends,

The leadership of St Mark’s, both pastoral and laity, think
that it would be beneficial to discuss these plans within our
own congregation. To that end, we have planned a General
Conference Information Meeting on Saturday, February 2,
2019, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone
is invited to attend.

Many of you are aware of the special General Conference
of The United Methodist Church that will be held February
23-26, 2019. This special session is the result of a vote
taken at the regular 2016 General Conference to address
issues surrounding human sexuality and to determine what
actions our United Methodist Church should take to resolve
these issues.

The purpose of the meeting will be to present the three
plans and what each one entails. This is not something
on which we will vote. Only persons who are delegates to
General Conference can do that. This meeting is to give
you a better understanding of the process and a chance
to discuss how we may move forward regardless of what
General Conference decides.

In 2016 a Commission on a Way Forward was formed to
study the possibilities of how we go about moving toward
consensus. The people who made up this Commission were
both clergy and laity whose opinions ran the gamut of
thought on this issue.

We all need to be in prayer for this entire process that is
before our international Church. We hope that you will be
able to attend the meeting on February 2.

As a result, three plans were developed with one of them
being recommended by the Commission: the One-Church
Plan. Bishop Hoshibata, Bishop for our Desert Southwest
Conference, has presided over many Holy Huddles around
the Conference to inform both clergy and laity about these
plans and what procedures will take place at the special
General Conference. Many from St. Mark’s attended the
Holy Huddle in Tucson on October 6, 2018.

Blessings,
Rev. Sharon Ragland, Lead Pastor
Brenda Hunter, Chair – Covenant Council
Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald, Chair – Church & Society
Rev. Judy Boroto, Chair – Adult Spiritual Growth

Family Dinner Theater

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Saturday, Jan. 26 at 5:30 p.m.

Many of you know about Sir Lancelot,
the bravest of Arthur’s knights and one
of the Knights of the Round Table. But
before he was a brave knight of whom
legends are told, he was just a regular
guy trying to become a hero.

St. Mark’s is seeking a part-time proactive Maintenance/
Custodian to work weekends (Saturdays 8:00 a.m to
noon, Sundays 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., variable).
The candidate would ensure that all areas of the buildings
and grounds are safe, clean, tidy and ready for use. Make
minor repairs, do light cleaning and stocking of supplies
and empty trash as needed.

Join St. Mark’s Family Ministries Committee and watch Lancelot
on his quest to find action, adventure, dragons, and damsels
in distress, all in the hopes of becoming a brave knight. Enjoy
a pizza dinner and this funny, original play, performed by Live
Theater Workshop.

To apply, send a cover letter and resume to Tom Ellis at
Tomellis0330@gmail.com by January 18, 2019. A job
description may be viewed on St. Mark's website at:
https://umcstmarks.org/about-us/job-opportunities/

Tickets are only $3 per person for dinner and a show!
Reservations can be made on the church website (see Calendar
page), and payment can be made in the office or at the door.
(Gluten free pizza available upon request.)
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Finding Compassion at The INN

Mission Trip
Opportunity
Many of you have expressed interest in having an adult mission
trip opportunity. Mike Eyer, United Methodist Volunteers
in Mission (UMVIM) Coordinator for the Desert Southwest
Conference writes: “to introduce you to a unique opportunity
to participate with other people from Methodist churches
around the Desert Southwest Conference in a weekend of
home building March 1-4, 2019, in Puerto Peñasco (Rocky
Point), Mexico. The build is in conjunction with 1Mission, a
Community Development Organization that has built 800
houses in Peñasco since 2008. The houses are small (11 by 24
feet), probably smaller than many of our family rooms.

My wife, Barbara, and I have enjoyed volunteering for the
INN Project. Most days are rewarding, however some days
can be pretty challenging. Such was the case the week before
Thanksgiving as many of the guests had heavy hearts.
We first noticed a lady just staring into space and wouldn’t
talk to us. We were told that she was suffering from PTSD and
we could only imagine what she had been through. Another
man had no arms past his elbows and one eye missing, yet he
seemed so optimistic to be starting a new life.

But as one homeowner said, ‘To you this is just a tiny house;
to us it’s a mansion.’ For Rocky Point’s local workforce, a wellbuilt, sturdy, secure house with a dry roof is a dream come
true—a vast improvement over previous residences. Families
have to be employed, have to purchase their own lot, must
develop a realistic budget, and must contribute 200 hours of
work on their own and other houses, or in other community
development programs. The house is built in just three days,
beginning at a vacant lot on Friday morning and handing keys
to the homeowner family about noon on Sunday. It’s only a
shell—but it has a solid roof, two rooms and a door that locks.
And it belongs to the home owners!

Then there was a mother with a little boy, not more than three
years old, which came to Barb pointing to the band aid on his
finger. As Barb assisted we were shocked to see that the entire
end of his finger was missing. Through translation we were told
the mafia had cut it off. He was such a trooper as Barb patched
him back up.
Later some of the guests wanted to go upstairs to pray in the
Sanctuary so we decided to join them. As we got to the top of
the stairs we realized someone was giving a sermon—it was the
man with no arms and as it turns out a pastor. Even though we
couldn’t understand his native language, we could all feel his
pain and the suffering he and others had gone through as he
preached. By the end we were all in tears.

There is no age restriction—neither minimum age nor
maximum age. Children can work with parents and seniors and
find enjoyable ways to participate. I’ve built with ten-year-olds
and with 85 year-olds. In February I worked with a group of
women from Sun City, AZ. One of them told me, ‘I never would
have dreamed that I could do something like this.’”

We have so much to be thankful for living here in our country.
Our visits to the INN have taught us that most of our problems
are minor compared to others. But most of all it has taught us
compassion.

If you are interested in this opportunity and discussing other
adult mission trip opportunities, join us on Tuesday, Jan. 15 at
7:00 p.m. in Rm 17/18. Contact Margaret Synhorst (margaret@
umcstmarks.org) for more information.

Compassion is something that we just can’t save for our
friends and family. It has to be, as the Lord has shown, given to
everyone without exception.
				Greg Jones

Here's How You Can Help The Inn

Prayers, volunteers, and gifts are all critical needs.
Use the participation form to register as a volunteer, to
commit to pray for the project, and/or to give money
or items in support of this project.

St. Mark's now livestreams 9:45 a.m. traditional worship
service! Soon, a second service -The Gatheringour modern worship service, at 11:15 a.m. will also be
livestreamed. If you are out of town or unable to attend
worship and have access to the internet, simply go to our
website at www.umcstmarks.org and select "Live Worship"
from the menu on the home page.

Visit the Desert Southwest Conference website at:
https://dscumc.org/2016/12/church-partnership-c-e/

for information on volunteering, and giving online.
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PRIMAVERA
Cooks in the Kitchen

St. Mark’s has a long-standing commitment
to preparing meals for the Primavera
Men’s Shelter once a month and on each
5th Saturday of a month. You will find
a sign-up sheet in the narthex of the
Sanctuary and everyone is welcome to
gather friends or family and prepare
meal for about 100 men.

FACES OF FAITH

Soul Station Series
Wednesdays January 16, 23, 30

Come with an open heart. Leave with tools for faith!

Sponsored by St. Mark’s Worldwide Christian Support Task Force

a

One-hundred men, you say, wondering what you’ve signed
up for! However, a helpful resource is now available, thanks
to many of those with experience in "how and what" to do
to feed that many grateful, hungry men. A recipe book with
recipes for 100, and valuable tips and hints, has been created
with new cooks in mind. Please check it out if you are thinking
of volunteering to serve a meal at Primavera. Print copies
are available at the church office and an online version is
available on the church’s website. Just go to the Missions tab
(https://umcstmarks.org/serve/missions/) then scroll down the
page to Primavera. Look for the link Cooks in the Kitchen.
Bon Appetit!

Rhea and Mehak’s joy was contagious. The sisters had just
learned to use pencils. It was a small feat for teenagers,
but it was a major milestone in their wish for literacy.
Literacy opens doors to better opportunities. But it also
opens doors to a greater value—the Word of God. Open
Doors is partnering with organizations in Pakistan to change
lives through literacy and job skills training. This is just one
example of what it looks like when people answer the call
of the Spirit and answer the question of what it has to do
with us. How we are blessed when we reach out to the
persecuted.
Are you concerned about persecution of Christians but
don’t know what to do about it? FACES OF FAITH looks at
the individual stories of real people who have suffered for
their faith. It offers opportunities for sharing with others
as well as weekly tools for action. Each session is scripture
driven and prayer based. Interactive discussions and handson activities give you tools which you can immediately use
during the week.

THANK YOU...

From Sidewalk Sunday School

Grace Circle

United Methodist Women’s Grace
Circle will meet in the church Library
on Tuesday, Jan. 15, at 9:15 a.m. Grace
Circle is the hands-on mission circle of the
St. Mark’s United Methodist Women. After the devotion, we
will carpool to GAP Ministries, 2861 E. Flowing Wells, where
we will help in the kitchen. All women are invited to attend
and do not have to be a member of United Methodist Women
or St. Mark’s to participate. If you have questions, please
contact Pat Adams (see directory).

There is no more generous or loving congregation than St.
Mark's, UMC. I am always amazed at your willingness to
participate in SSS providing children with the opportunity to
hear the Christmas story, some for the very first time. The
youngsters' Christmas is made merry by all the bags of gifts you
provided.
In cooperation with Green Valley, UMC, we collected 192 bags
and 67 gift cards. To all of you, many, many thanks and may
each of you have a safe and blessed New Year.
		Love and blessings, Ellen Beene
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Here is the list of spiritual growth opportunities for SPRING 2019. You may register online at
www.umcstmarks.org classes or look for the sign-up sheets at the Adult Spiritual Growth bulletin
board, on Sundays in the courtyard.

•PRAYER/MEDITATION•

There will be open-ended sign-up to assess interest.
Men’s Prayer Group (New) Engage in a regular time of prayer with others.
Lectio Divina (New) A way of praying that allows the Scriptures to speak to you in a new way.

•BIBLE STUDY•

Ladies’ Bible Study | 5 wks, Fridays, 9:30 a.m., starts Jan. 4, Leader-Karen Allison

Ann Spangler's book, Wicked Women of the Bible. Compelling and entertaining stories of some of the Bible's
most fascinating & outrageous female characters; offers fresh understanding for deeper insight into the Scriptures.

Book of James | 5 wks, Mondays, 6:00 p.m., starts Feb. 4, Barnes and Noble, Leader-Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald
Come explore this book that challenges us to a deeper faith in our daily life.

•DISCIPLESHIP•

Faces of Faith | 5 wks, Soul Station study, Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, Leader-Maryann Nuckolls

Attend Soul Station to participate in this interactive study that explores the extraordinary faith of people under persecution
throughout the world. Sponsored by St. Mark’s Worldwide Christian Support Task Force. (No registration needed)

Wesleyan Living | 4 wks, Sundays, 11:00 a.m., starts Feb. 17, Leader-Margaret Synhorst

Learn about some of the spiritual practices of our founder John Wesley and have the opportunity to use them in life.

						

					•SPIRITUAL FORMATION•
Exploring the Way | 7 wks, Sundays, 11:00 a.m., Leader-Judy Boroto

A basic informational and experiential introduction to Christian spiritual formation

Companions in Christ | 28 wks, Mondays, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Leader-Judy Boroto

An in-depth journey into a variety of spiritual practices that will help participants develop a deeper spiritual formation

•SPECIALS•

Almost Everything: Notes on Hope | 7 wks, Sundays, 9:45 a.m., starts Jan. 13, Leader-Margaret Synhorst
Author, Anne Lamott, calls for each of us to rediscover the nuggets of hope and wisdom buried within us that can
make life sweeter than we ever imagined.

Shaping a Life of Significance for Retirement | 6 wks, Mondays, 6:00 p.m., starts Feb. 4, Leader-Bill Fritz
Begin planning now for the transition to the new stage of your life. Don’t wait until you are retired to make some
important decisions on how to enrich your life.
						

Retreat: Communication as a Spiritual Practice | Saturday, March 2, 9:00–3:00 p.m., White Stallion Ranch
Cost: $40/person Limit: 40. How we relate to each other, our communication habits and patterns, the way we
understand relating in the manner of Jesus...all this has a spiritual dimension that we will explore during this
one-day retreat. Presenter is Prof. Kim Pearce.

Continued on back page.

•SPECIALS continued•

Falling Upward: A Spirituality for The Two Halves of Life |4 wks, Thursdays,10:00 a.m., starts March 7		
Rev. Dr. Roger Pierce will lead the book discussion. Who we are in the first half of life…climbing, achieving,
performing…and how all that changes in life’s second half.

Drawing to God | 4 wks, Thursdays, 4:30-6:00 p.m., starts Jan. 31, Leader-Nancy Bautzmann

Making art can teach us about confronting uncertainty and surrendering to a process we cannot control.
Each week gives participants an opportunity to pray and connect with God in the process of creating art.

Open Minds Book Discussion | 4th Friday of month, 10:00 a.m., Leaders-Jane and Jerry Bartow
Choose one of the books for the month to bring to the group for discussion.
Jan. 25:
Feb. 22:
Mar. 22:
Apr. 26:
May 24:

Tears We Cannot Stop (Eric Dyson); America’s Original Sin (Jim Wallis); So You Want To Talk About Race (Ijeoma Oluo)
Present Over Perfect (Shauna Niequist); Searching for Sunday (Rachel Evans); Liturgy of the Ordinary (Tish Harrison Warren)
Just Mercy (Bryan Stevenson); The God Impulse (Jack Alexander)
Fierce (Alice Connor); Accidental Saints (Nadia Bolz-Weber)
Hospitable Planet (Stephen Jurovics)

•MOVIE SERIES•

Heroes Of Faith | 4th Tuesday of the Month; 6:00 p.m.

Jan. 19:
		
Feb. 26:
		
		
Mar. 26:
		
		
Apr. 23:
		
Sep. 24:
			
		
Oct. 29:
		
			
		
Nov. 26:

Peter and Paul, (3 hrs, Sat. at 2 p.m.), starring: Anthony Hopkins, Robert Foxworth
Becket, (2.5 hrs), starring: Richard Burton, Peter O’Toole
Disagreement between Henry II and Archbishop Thomas a Becket		
A Man for All Seasons, (2 hrs), starring: Paul Scofield		
Struggle between Henry VIII and Sir Thomas More
Luther, (2 hrs), starring: Joseph Fiennes
The Scarlet and the Black, (2.25 hrs), Gregory Peck, Christopher Plummer, Sir John Gielgud
Irish priest hides and helps Jews and others during World War II
Selma, (2.5 hrs), David Oyelowe
A chronicle of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s campaign to secure equal voting rights via an epic march from Selma
to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1965.
Mother Teresa, (3 hrs), Olivia Hussey

•ONGOING•

Sharing/Family Life | 9 wks, Sundays, 9:45 a.m. Jan. 6-Mar. 3, Fruit of the Spirit				
Common Grounds | Sundays, 11:00 a.m., Bible study for young adults (20s-40s)
Seekers | 15 wks, Sundays, 11:15 a.m. Jan. 6-Apr. 14, Book of Deuteronomy
Wednesday Study Group | 6 wks, Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. starts Jan. 16, Simon Peter (Adam Hamilton)		
Mtn. View Study Group | 9 wks, Mondays, 10:30 a.m., starts Jan. 7, Book of Acts
		
Living the Questions (Part III) | 7 wks, Mondays, 1:00 p.m., starts Jan. 14, Leaders-Art Ragland, Rev. Dr. Roger Pierce
Covenant Bible Study (2nd half) | Thursdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Leaders-Linda Sterling, Alberta Farnsworth
Disciple Bible Study I (2nd half) | Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Leader—Pastor Stuart, Helen Schlinder		
Disciple Bible Study II (2nd half) | Tuesdays, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Leaders—Linda Walker, Vicky Minger		
Disciple Bible Study III (Part 4) | Tuesdays, bi-monthly, Leaders—Pastor Sharon, Charlotte Bowers		
Jesus in the Gospels (2nd half) | Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Leaders—Margaret Synhorst, Judy Boroto

•LENTEN STUDY•

Ash Wednesday, March 6 through Good Friday, March 19.

We will again offer multiple, weekly classes at various times and places so that everyone will have an opportunity to participate.

Simon Peter:

Just Breathe Holy Yoga

Flawed but Faithful Disciple
Linda Walker will lead the six-week study about
Simon Peter by Adam Hamilton beginning
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., Rm
17/18.
Simon Peter left everything to follow his
teacher and possessed a passion that would
change the world. Another way to describe
Simon Peter is poor, uneducated, quicktempered, and full of doubts and fears. It doesn’t even sound like
the same man and that’s the point of this study. Peter was just
an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s extraordinary
call. Discover how you, too, have special gifts, talents, and
abilities that God can use to make a difference today.

Holy Yoga is a beginner to intermediate level class designed
to provide students an opportunity to connect with God,
information on the benefits of yoga and yoga terminology,
Holy Yoga philosophy, breath work, scripture meditation,
in-depth instruction of the primary poses, and experiential
worship through a Slow Flow 101 Yoga class.
There is a $5 suggested donation per class with proceeds
going to support St. Mark’s outreach projects.

The Wednesday Morning Study Group invites all interested
people to attend this engaging study. You may sign up at
the Adult Spiritual Growth bulletin board, in the courtyard
Sundays, call the church office (297-2062), or register online
at www.umcstmarks.org.

Class Schedule:
Mondays, 9:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Sundays, 4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

SOMETHING LIKE HOME – Film
Sunday, Jan 27– Loft Cinema

			Tricia Chester,
Certified Holy Yoga Instructor

Join us at the Loft Cinema (Speedway in Tucson) for a
documentary film Something Like Home. Then meet
Noor Alsabahi in person!
This short 36 minute film
highlights not only Noor’s
journey as a refugee, but
also three others who
were forced to flee their
native country to find a
new home in another land. Noor’s story of life as an Iraqi
born woman, a Syrian resident and then refugee into Turkey,
is inspiring and guaranteed to pull at your heartstrings!

Gourmet Coffee Sale
Sunday, Jan. 13

St. Mark’s Agua Prieta Task Force wishes to thank everyone
who purchased coffee at the two previous coffee sales-175
bags of coffee were sold! The high quality and
tastiness of this gourmet coffee has resulted in
many positive reviews. The coffee is processed
and roasted by Pastor Armando of the Fuente da
vida Methodist Church in Agua Prieta as part of
the church’s self-help, economic development.

Tickets are available in advance, at the box office or online:
https://loftcinema.org/film/something-like-home/
Sponsored by St. Mark's Adult Spiritual Growth and Church and
Society committees. All proceeds go to support The INN in
Tucson.

We encourage those who have never purchased
the coffee to give it a try; and hope our regular customers stop
by again! For only $10/bag (cash, check, or credit card) you can
take home this delicious gourmet coffee! Stop by the table in
the courtyard on Sunday, Jan. 13.

Card Recycling

The Card Recycling group invites you to join
in making beautiful cards for sale in the
church Library. Our profits benefit women
and children in-need. Beginning in January, we
will meet on the second and fourth Thursday of
each month at a new start time of 12:00 p.m. We

recycle used birthday, anniversary, get well, thinking
of you, sympathy, and thank you cards donated by our
congregation. Our next meeting is Jan. 10, 12:00-2:00
p.m., in Rm 17/18. If you have questions, contact Gail
Blevins (572-6381) or Sharon Hunter (241-3864).
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Open Minds Book Discussion

Exploring Membership Class

Our winter Exploring Membership Class begins Sunday, Jan.
20! If you are not already a member at St. Mark's, you are
warmly invited to our next Exploring Membership Class.

The Open Minds Book Discussion Group will meet Jan. 25, at
9:30 in the church Library. The books to choose from for January
are: Tears We Cannot Stop (Eric Dyson), America’s Original Sin
(Jim Wallis), or So You Want to Talk About Race (Ijeoma Oluo).
Choose just one of the books.

This class will consist of two
sessions
that
take
place
in the church Library on
Sunday mornings, Jan. 20
and 27, from 11:00 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m. with a light
lunch served mid-session each Sunday. You may
sign up on Sundays at the Adult Spiritual Growth
bulletin board in the courtyard, online www.umcstmarks.org
(classes) or call Janie (297-2062) in the church office. If childcare
is needed, please make arrangements through the office no
later than Wednesday, January 16.

Our group welcomes everyone to join us for any of our
readings and discussions. There will be coffee, too. If
you have questions, connect with Jane or Jerry Bartow
(see directory).

Offering Envelopes

2019 contribution envelopes are available from the
narthex of the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, or from the
church office. Thank you!

Prayer Corner
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or from our website www.umcstmarks.org. Also, visit our Prayer Room on campus and leave
a prayer on our prayer wall.
Jared Bowman & family
Michael Campbell
Donald Chester
Judy Drescher
April DuBoce

Keith & Mary Ann Glazier
Carolyn Hanna
David & Floretta Harrington
Patricia Keele
Pam Kytola

Brent Linebarier
Wanda & Ray Loughney
Jean Ogle
Gina Russell
Jim & Mary Sanders

Marian Shultis
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers
Connie White
Lindsay Williams

Loved Ones in the Military

Please keep these people in your prayers.
Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Jon Chytka, nephew of Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Donna Severson
Patrick Emmett, son of Julie Wiens
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman
Garrett Geer, grandson of Ellen Wise
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison
and grandson of Joyce Flick
Patrick Harris, grandson of Marilyn Vaughn
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long

Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan
and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Geoffrey Shafe, grandson of Mary Langemeier
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter
and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh;
niece of Joan Fradenburgh
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Fun Filled Fellowship
UPCOMING MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND HIGH
SCHOOL EVENTS

January will be full of surprises.
We have lots of fun things
planned, so you don’t want to
miss out. Bring a friend!
Blessings,
Julie

January 13, 2019—
4:00– 6:00
Game Night

January 13th —
Movie Night

January 18-21, 2019—

Winter Retreat
Ft. Lone Tree— Ruidoso, NM
Friends are welcome
Register now!
Scholarships are available

January 20th —
MLK Weekend no preteen
Have a safe weekend !
January 27th —
Mystery Sunday

January 27, 2019—
High School—
Discussion Study off campus
Middle School—
Underground Church

Find us on Social Media!

St. Mark’s Youth Group

stmarksumyf

a note from the

Middle School
Moments
I am SO excited for 2019! I’m
literally counting down the days to
the Winter Retreat. You’re going to
love this trip.
We’ll be meeting soon to plan
our two summer trips: SSP and Youth
2019. Watch for more information on
that meeting.
As you saw on the opposite
page of this letter, High School students have an opportunity for more
structured conversations this semester. Students in grades 10-12 will
gather at the Wesley House on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month,
before departing to an off-campus
location. Ninth graders will have the
option of either staying at church for
that day’s activities, or going off campus for study and conversation.
This is a great way to explore
the ways in which scripture is relevant today.
Blessings,

Kim

Happy New Year!! Ok…I know
I’m a little late with that, but hey, it’s
the first “Wass Up” of the new year, so
that has to count for something!
I hope your Winter Break gave
you a great time to relax, and you can
start this new year and new semester
refreshed! Rest is so important for our
bodies!
I am really looking forward to
resting at our Winter Retreat this
month. If you have never been- you
have GOT to come with us! It’s so
much fun! It’s a great chance to get
away, and have some fun with your
church family! Hope to see you there!!
See you Sunday,
Rachel
P.S. Check out the dates below for
Middle School Mission. It’s the best
way we know of, to kick off your summer!

Put these on your calendar:
May 29-31= Middle School Mission
June 28-July 5= Sierra Service Project
July 10-14= Youth 2019 in Kansas City

(Grades 6-8)
(Grades 8-12)
(Grades 8-12)

Calendar Notes
Thurs., Jan. 10
6:00 p.m. Trustees Board, Conf Rm
6:30 p.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall

Mon, Jan 14
9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Mark-a-ritas

Sat., Jan 12
8:00 a.m. Memorial Garden workday
2:00 p.m. Primavera, Kitchen
6:00 p.m. Common Grounds Coffee and Chat

Tues., Jan 15
7:00 p.m. Mission Trip Info meeting, Rm17/18
Wed., Jan 16
Noon BULLETIN DEADLINE
7:30 a.m. Marksmen, Coco's restaurant
5:45 p.m. Soul Station Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:20 p.m. Soul Station Worship, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds, Library
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee, Conf Rm

Sun., Jan 13
Agua Prieta Coffee sale, courtyard
9:45 a.m. Confirmation
3:00 p.m. Piano/Violin Concert, Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
4:00 p.m. Preteens, Rm 8/9
4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Wesley House
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There are not enough words to
express my gratitude for your
prayers, cards, visits and concern
while I was in the hospital. I greatly
appreciate Pastor Sharon's prayers
and kind support. The pretty purple
prayer shawl that Pastor Stuart
brought was perfect in the cool
hospital room. The prayer he shared
with my husband and me brought
us peace. We both felt blanketed
by God's love.				
		June Brechbiel

I would like to say "hi" to all my
friends at St. Mark's! I am now in
Englewood Meridian Brookdale. I
miss my friends from church and
neighbors, too! If anyone from
church comes to Denver, I would
invite them to see my apartment
here. I have lots of things to show
you. Also, a king-size bed (never
slept in) for you to stay here.
		Love, Arlin Hubka
(For information on Arlin's address
and phone number, please contact
the office.)
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Reflections
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path.”
		
—Psalm 119:105

Also, some people are finishing terms on our church’s
Boards and Committees and move into other areas
of service. Many thanks to Paul Wassmuth, who has
served on our Church’s Board of Trustees for the last six
years, and been chairperson for many of those. Other
persons leaving the Board of Trustees are Kevin Tate
and Roger Hall. So much has been accomplished on our
campus during these years. Thank you so much. Also,
Donna Reed, Dean Elledge and Susan Gerstad have
finished six years of service on Staff-Parish Relations
Committee, with Donna serving as chairperson this
past year and Dean in previous years. Again, many
thanks. Some other committee transitions are also
taking place, so please accept my gratitude for your
service.

If they aren’t already, all the Christmas lights will soon
be put away till next December. They were beautiful,
weren’t they? The lights in our neighborhoods and in
our homes brightened the season.
How about the lights in our church and around our
campus? The lights weren’t just the physical ones,
though, but were all those who brought Christ’s joy,
hope, and peace during this Advent and Christmas
Season. Many, many people gave of themselves so
that we could experience Christ’s coming in beautiful
ways. This is a chance to simply say “thank you” to all
who served during this season. You are too numerous
to list. Here’s a few—Worship Committee, Trustees,
Handy Hands, Staff Parish, Music Ministries, ushers,
greeters, liturgists, money counters, Church Growth
and Hospitality, Adult Spiritual Growth, Children’s
Education, youth of our church, Missions Committee,
our staff and people from so, so many more groups,
and so many individuals served Christ and our church
during this season.

Now we move into 2019, beginning a new worship
emphasis on January 13. Our focus will be on What
the Bible Really Says About… On Jan. 13, you’ll receive
a worship guide that will help lead you through the
Scriptures and themes for this year. I look forward to
God’s work in and among us in 2019.
				Blessings, Sharon
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