
1

Changing the world through Christ by caring for all people.

With a Grateful Heart...
This week millions of United Methodists will be gathering across the United States in 
churches, schools, community centers, college campuses, shelters, prisons, hospitals, 
and homes to celebrate Thanksgiving. Across Arizona and Southern Nevada United 
Methodist Churches and ministries will host dinners, serve community meals, gather 
for worship and prayer, and give thanks to God for all that we have received, all that 
we have shared, all that we have yet to do together. The connectional ministries office 
would like to take a moment to thank you for your service, ministry, faith, and world 
changing witness to Christ. Thank you Desert Southwest Conference Community for 
answering God’s call to be a courageous church: loving like Jesus, acting for justice, 
united in hope. Thank you for being part of God’s transformational love in this world. 

Because of You…
Over 1,000 youth and young adults had a chance to attend a camp or a retreat at 
Mingus and Potosi. Across our different ministries 1,599 people discovered Christ and 
joined one of our churches. Millions of people were fed through our food banks and 
community meal ministries. Hundreds of thousands of people are impacted by our 
outreach and justice ministries. Hundreds of students were served at the major Universities of Southern Nevada 
and Arizona. Because of your giving, 27 churches serving our most vulnerable communities were able to remain in 
ministry. 
        Desert Southwest Community

Thank You Desert Southwest Conference Community
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This Sunday, Dec. 8!  
Advent Workshop 

We will gather in 
Fellowship Hall for four 
mission projects, three 
craft projects, take 
home prayer activities, 
a photo booth, 
cookies, and more! 
Come and be filled 
with the Christmas 
spirit and enjoy being 
with the church family. 
We will see you there 
right after worship!

Community Carol Sing 
Please join us as St. Mark’s presents its sixth 
annual Community Carol Sing on Sunday, Dec. 
15, at 3:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. The event 
will be under the direction of Elizabeth Schauer 

and will feature harp, 
brass, choirs, soloists, 
piano and organ as 
well as sing-alongs of 
familiar carols. The 
Advanced Choir of 
Pusch Ridge Christian 
Academy, under the 

direction of Daniel Dunning, also will perform in 
this seasonal celebration.  Following the event, 
there will be a Christmas cookie reception in the 
Welcome Center. The concert is free and open 
to the community. All are invited to bring family, 
friends, and neighbors and enjoy an afternoon 
of Christmas musical celebration!
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St. Mark's will hold a Special Church 
Conference on Sunday, Dec. 15, 
at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The 
purpose of this Special Church Conference is to give 
consideration to a capital campaign for raising funds to 
remodel the kitchen. 

Rev. Mark Conrad will preside over this Church 
Conference. Members of St. Mark's Board of Trustees and 
Finance Committee will be presenting the plans for the  
kitchen project and give people a chance to ask questions. 
Everyone is invited to attend to learn about this important 
St. Mark's project. Members will be permitted to vote at 
this Conference; all are welcome to attend.
  Rev. Mark Conrad,  
  South District Superintendent

SPECIAL 
Church Conference 

St. Mark's is looking for several ushers with friendly 
smiles and helpful attitudes to guide our guests into 
the sanctuary during Sunday worship services. One 
usher is needed to work on the third Sunday of the 
month at the 8:15 a.m. and there are two openings 
for the 9:45 a.m. service on the third Sunday. It 
takes about two hours to usher. 

If you have questions or would like to serve please 
contact Pat Small (patriciawsmall@gmail.com or 
429-4453).     

VOLUNTEER Ushers Needed! 

The Finance Committee is pleased to provide the following update on 
the 2020 Stewardship Campaign, What the Bible Says About Love. We 
sincerely appreciate the generous response received to date reflecting this 
year’s theme, “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other ...” 1 Thessalonians 3:12.  

Commitments are crucial to the Finance Committee’s budgeting process, 
so we can plan anticipated income for 2020. These commitments support our operations and also allow us to continue 
St. Mark’s programs and ministries with the same vitality enjoyed today by our congregants and those we reach in our 
community and around the world through missions. Further, additional commitments enable us to enrich our St. Mark’s 
spiritual experience while vigorously pursuing new opportunities to take the message of Jesus Christ into the world.   

If you haven’t yet made a commitment for 2020, we hope you’ll consider doing so. (Note:  Be aware that if you make a 
commitment and your personal circumstances change during the year, you can contact the church office and request 
a modification!) Commitment Cards are available in the sanctuary pew racks, the church office, or can be received by 
mail by contacting St. Mark’s. Making commitments and giving are available online at www.umcstmarks.org through the 
Giving tab on the right.  If assistance is needed, contact Ruth Kester (520-297-2062 or info@umcstmarks.org). Please take 
a moment to complete your Commitment Card and drop it in the mail, place it in the offering plate, or deliver it to the 
church office. Thank you for participating in our 2020 Stewardship Campaign, overflowing the Lord’s love for you to each 
other and all people.     
        The Finance Committee  

Stewardship Campaign Update

   74                    $136,577

Campaign 
Year

Commitment 
Cards  Received

Commitment 
Dollars

Avg. Dollar  
Per Card

TOTAL Campaign  
Cards Received

TOTAL Campaign 
Commitment Dollars

2020 Campaign
(as of 11/24/19) 281          $802,238        $2,855  (TBD)          (TBD)

2019 Campaign
(as of 11/25/18) 297   $801,403        $2,698                355                     $938,815

Variance -16                     +$835        + $157 

Commitment Cards /$ 
To equal the Total 2019 
Stewardship Campaign
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January Retreat 
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00p.m.  
Redemptorist Renewal Center

How to Build a Better Life Story!

“Most of us have two lives. The life we live,  
and the unlived life within us. Between the two  

stands Resistance.”  -Steven Pressfield

Have you ever started a New Year’s resolution only to 
abandon it by February or earlier? Have you ever bailed 
on an idea to address a social injustice? Have you ever 
bought a treadmill that became a clothes hanger or 
started a diet only to regain the weight, knowing you need 
to be healthier? Do you have a reoccurring thought, you’d 
like to do this or try that, only to continue thinking about 
it, never experience it? This is resistance! This is human 
nature!

As you experience life, it’s natural to find ways to express 
yourself creatively and to explore meaningful “work” 
which contributes positively to society. 

The cost of not doing so can led to stagnation, despair, 
and eventually depression. It takes courage and intention 
to break through the unconscious resistance you have (we 
all have) to fully embrace a life of meaning and purpose.

In this time together, you might find the clarity you’ve been 
looking for…hidden potentials, stuck beliefs, a solution to 
an issue, your next step, “what kind of difference do you 
want to make?” This seminar will aid in:

1. Understanding the basic building blocks  
to create a healthy, energetic life.

2. Exploring the concepts of resistance  
and the newest research on how your  
brain works to help or hinder the process.

3. Acknowledging the power behind  
resiliency and the three steps to build resiliency.

4. Creating an individual plan, possibly a 
community plan, to a more fun and fulfilling path.

My deepest prayer is that you will realize your full potential 
in service to the greater good. Presenter: Dr. Gretchen 
Breyller Hegeman

Blending scientific knowledge with spiritual wisdom, 
Gretchen Breyller Hegeman seeks to enhance human 
health and potential. Through education, a M.S. in 
counseling psychology and a Ph.D. in Integrative Health 
Care, and experience, serving as a psychotherapist, 
a consultant in the health care industry and a civilian 
contractor for the Department of Defense, Gretchen has 
been at the forefront of the changing health paradigm.

Registration is now open online and at the Adult Spiritual 
Growth bulletin board (on Sundays). The cost is $40 (due 
by Jan. 10) with scholarships available. The retreat is 
limited to 37 participants. For questions please contact 
Roger Pierce or Judy Boroto.

Ladies Bible Study
One early-start offering beginning Jan. 10, and led by 
Karen Allison, will study Ann 
Spangler’s book, Less Than 
Perfect:  Broken Men and 
Women of the Bible and What 
We Can Learn from Them.

Bestselling author Ann 
Spangler takes us beyond 
cardboard cutouts of biblical 
characters to reveal real people with many of the same 
dreams, temptations, and weaknesses we have. We will 
be studying ten men beginning with The Story of Cain: 
Wounded Pride Leads to Murder and ending with The 
Story of Pontius Pilate: How a Terrible Dream Came True. 

The sign-up sheet will be on the Adult Spiritual Growth 
bulletin board in the courtyard on Sunday, Dec. 15. This 
is a great way to meet new friends and have wonderful 
fellowship together. The Ladies Bible Study begins Jan. 10, 
2020, for five Fridays (Jan. 10 - Feb. 7), at 9:30 a.m.  We'll 
meet in Rm. 17/18, except on Jan. 10 (Fellowship Hall). 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Allison 
(743-0570). You do not need the book unless you want 
one. Handouts will be provided. We hope you will join us. 

A full lineup of all the 2020 Spiritual Formation offerings 
will be available in January!  

Our next Rainbow Fellowship 
meeting is  next Sunday, Dec 15 at 
8:30 a.m. in the church Library.  All 
who identify as LGBTQ – regardless 
of age! – are warmly welcomed 

to join us for an hour of fellowship.  Please contact 
Melinda Sims at wndrzfan@netzero.net if you have any 
questions and to RSVP.  

Rainbow Fellowship
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The Worship Committee will decorate the sanctuary 
again this year with Christmas poinsettias. The 
suggested donation for each plant is $15. The 
proceeds will purchase the flowers and overages 
will be used to purchase items to support various 
local charitable programs not covered by St. Mark’s 
Missions Committee. 

If you would like to contribute towards the purchase of 
poinsettias, “in honor or memory of someone,” please 
make your check payable to St. Mark’s and write 
“poinsettias” on the memo line. Attach your check 
to the order form (below) and place it in the offering 
plate or bring the form (with your check) to the church 
office. On our St. Mark’s website, the flower dedication 
can be made under “Giving” and then click on “Holiday 
Flowers." The deadline is no later than Monday, Dec. 
16. On Sunday, Dec. 22, the poinsettias dedication list 
will be included in the worship service bulletin.

You may pick up your red or white poinsettias after 
the 10:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, or 
from Fellowship Hall on Thursday, Dec. 26. Beginning 
Friday, Dec. 27, any remaining plants will be delivered 
to homebound members and care facilities.

We appreciate your generous donations to the Flower 
Fund for our sanctuary decorations. During Christmas 
and Easter, your donations (over and above the cost of 
the flowers) are disbursed by the Worship Committee 
to different groups needing support. During 2019, 
the fund supported the purchase of a Speed Queen 

Poinsettia Dedication

Name______________________________________

Phone Number_______________________________

I am contributing $________ for the purchase of 
poinsettias for the sanctuary.

In honor of: _________________________________

In memory of: _______________________________

2019 Poinsettia Dedication
Deadline: Monday, Dec. 16

Please PRINT legibly to ensure correct information.

washer and dryer at the 
newly refurbished location 
of The INN. This facility is 
located in the basement of 
FUMC Tucson and operates 
under the auspices of the 
Desert Southwest Conference.  
Providing clean clothes for 
guests on their journey across the 
US to sponsors is a great way to show o u r 
hospitality.  The new appliances also wash and dry 
linens, allowing the volunteers at THE INN to keep the 
facilities ready to receive guest travelers.    

combined edition by these two authors 
first written about 30 years ago, but now 
republished in 2019, as one book. It is 
the story of Dr. Brand’s work with leprosy 
patients in India and the Bayou. It teaches 
us about the miraculous workings of the 
human body, the value of human caring, 
and the greatness of God’s love. BE SURE 

TO GET THE NEWEST EDITION! You may want to put this 
book on your Christmas wish list! 

February 
Quicksand: What it Means to be a Human 
Being by Henning Mankell.

Looking forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming studies! 

Tyger and Todd Penson

December 
Our Christmas time read for Friday, December 20, at 
9:30 a.m. in the church Library is I’ll Always 
Write Back: How one Letter Changed Two 
Lives by Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 
with Liz Welch. This is the true story of an 
all-American 14 year old girl from “back 
east” and a 12 year old boy from the 
African country of Zimbabwe who began 
an exchange of letters that changed both of 
their lives forever! Thanks Jane and Jerry for 
recommending this book. NOTE THE DATE CHANGE—Dec. 
20, gathering!

January
For January 31, 2020, we will read Fearfully and 
Wonderfully: The Marvel of Bearing God’s Image by 
Dr. Paul Brand and Philip Yancey. This is an updated and 

Open Minds Book Study  
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Ronald McDonald House is a 
really cool place. It is a house 
that people can stay at while 
their kids are in the hospital. The 
Ronald McDonald House collects 
the little tabs from pop cans (and 
pet food cans!) to raise money to 
help the families that stay there. I 
like to take the tabs to them that 
we collect here at St. Mark’s. My 
Grandma and Grandpa help me 
take the tabs down. This fall, we 
have already gone twice! Between both visits, we took 17 
pounds of pop tabs to Ronald McDonald House. That is 
over 19,000 tabs! Thank you for helping me collect these.  
You can drop off your tabs at the church office. 
   Norah Mosher, 2nd grade

Ronald McDonald House

Rummage Sale-Save the Date!
Saturday, Jan. 25, 9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
Come shop a large selection of bargains and treasures at 
our annual rummage sale sponsored by St. Mark’s Early 
Childhood Center. 

It’s a great cause – proceeds will help with 
classroom program improvements. 
If you have items you would like to 
donate for the sale, please drop them 
off at the storage unit 
adjacent to the playground 
until Thursday, Jan. 23.  On 
Friday, Jan. 24, please bring 
items to Fellowship Hall.

HIV/AIDS Ministry 
December 1 is World AIDS Day, providing an opportunity for people around the world to unite in the fight 
against HIV and AIDS and to show their compassion and support to those living with the disease. It is a day of 
remembrance of those who have died and a day of commitment to creating an AIDS-free world. On December 
8, red ribbons will be distributed prior to each worship service. 

In 1991, a group of 12 artists gathered to discuss a new project for visual aids to raise awareness of 
HIV. After a brainstorming session, they came up with the simple idea that later became one of the 
most recognized symbols of the decade, the red ribbon, worn to signify awareness and support 
for people living with HIV.  A diagnosis of HIV in the United States has been associated with social 
stigma since the beginning of the epidemic.  St. Mark's is doing good work to eradicate stigma and 
discrimination against those living with HIV/AIDS.  Let us move forward with this goal in mind. 

St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Women will 
meet on Tuesday, Dec. 
10 in the Fellowship 
Hall at 10:00 a.m. for 
our annual Christmas 
potluck luncheon and 
officer installation.  

Please bring a meat, 
vegetable, salad, or dessert dish to serve about ten people. 
If this is difficult for you or you are coming as a guest, 
don’t worry about bringing a dish. Consider bringing a 
favorite dish your family made to celebrate the holidays 
or your family heritage. St. Mark’s Chamber Ensemble will 
provide the entertainment, and the officers for 2020 will 
be installed.

All are welcome. You do not have to be a member of St. 
Marks or the United Methodist Women. Childcare can be 
available by contacting the church office (297-2062) on 
or before Dec. 6.  If you have questions or need a ride, 
contact Kay Hayworth. 

You are Invited! 

Are you ready to buy some 
coffee, or pick up a few bags as 
Christmas gift? Look for the table 
in the courtyard between Services 
on Sunday morning, Dec. 8! St. Mark's 
Agua Prieta Task Force will be selling one-pound bags of 
fresh roasted 100% Arivaca, fair-trade coffee. The coffee 
is produced by Cafe la Colonia in Agua Prieta Mexico. The 
proceeds benefit the Fuenta de Vida (Methodist) Church 
located across the border from Douglas, AZ. 

For just $10 a bag you may purchase Medium or Dark 
Roast coffee—regular or decaf—whole beans or ground.  
St. Mark’s and other Desert Southwest Conference 
churches have a long-standing history of providing help 
and support to Fuenta de Vida Colonia over the years. 
Thank you for your generous support. Enjoy your coffee!  

Coffee Sales
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5. The Middle School youth have also made blankets for 
our travelers.

6. Our two choirs generously 
filled Christmas stockings, 
anticipating that travelers 
will be passing through and 
be with us on Christmas 
Day. Something to mitigate 
some of the suffering they 
have endured.

7. Missions Committee has generously supported the INN 
multiple times and in different ways.

8. Heartworks has sewn small bags we use to put a few 
activities in for our little travelers. Remembering they 
travel two or three days on a bus, round the clock, before 
arriving at their destinations. This helps weary parents, 
too.

9. One St. Mark’s family voted to send their left-over 
Halloween candy to children at the INN. As you can see, 
they wanted to give in a way that had meaning to them, 
hoping it would give much pleasure to brothers and sisters 
they probably will never meet.

10. YOU!  I can only dream of the myriad of ways you have 
helped.  Book bags, warm clothing, and the list goes on... 
forgive me, I'm sure I've missed something! Please know 
that I, no WE, are deeply grateful for each and every way 
you have reached out to touch our travelers with love.  
You have been blessed to be a blessing to us.
   Kathie Barrett

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also, visit our Prayer Room on campus and leave a prayer on our prayer wall. 

Marge and Darrel Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Keith Johnson
Jim and Mary Sanders 
Carol Underwood

Jared Bowman and family
Donald Chester
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher
April DuBoce

Jackie Vickers 
Judy Wickham 
Lindsay Williams

PRAYER CORNER

CONDOLENCES
With much sorrow and in celebration of her life, we let you know that Julie Perkins passed away suddenly on 
Sunday, December 1, 2019.  Our sympathy and prayers surround her parents Phil and Joann, as well as her 
brother and sisters and their families. A memorial service for Julie will be held on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, at 
2:00 p.m. in our sanctuary, with interment in the Memorial Garden, and a reception following. For many years, 
Julie served as the bass player on our Praise Team and brought a joyous presence to everything she did.

Sympathy and prayers for Rev. Wayne and Molly Butler, and Lori and Gordon Grimsey, on the recent death of 
Molly and Gordon's sister, Jeanne Grimsey.

When Jim and I first joined St. Mark’s, it was because of 
the excellent musical groups in which we could participate.  
But 18 years later, we are still here, but now also because 
of the wonderful missions and outreach support from the 
unwavering compassion of this congregation. God’s deep 
love for each of us has, undoubtedly, filled us and helped 
us reach out to others because of the deep love within 
each of us.

I seldom walk onto the church campus without at least one 
person wanting to do something the help our travelers at 
the INN. Often, multiple connections occur. Let me offer 
examples:

1. Last week at the INN, we were blessed to use the new 
washer and dryer bought for us by the Worship Committee.  
We had been manually running the only 2 cycles we had 
left to wash our travelers’ clothing. Then, still dripping, we 
transferred them to a dryer, praying it would last.

2. The week before, St. Mark's Quilters had donated 
a massive number of traveling quilts to send with each 
family for warmth and comfort as they make their way 
across the country. The quilts were blessed during our 
church service—and will be their own blessings to our 
travelers.

3. Grace Circle has volunteered a few times at the INN to 
take on the endless tasks to be accomplished. Also, we’ve 
benefited from left over spaghetti dinners for our guests.

4. VBS children brought toys for our traveling children as 
they expanded on who else is our brother or sister in this 
world.

St. Mark’s Deep, Deep Love



 
 
 
 
            
 
 
December 8, 2019—  
 4:00-6:00 
 Middle School- Mission Night! 
 Help us make a difference and 
 take Christ out  into the world! 
 High School– Off Campus 
 Discussion Group 
 
December 14, 2019— 
 Confirmation Class– Serving 
 at Primavera. Please arrive at 
 St. Mark’s at 3:30. 
 
December 15, 2019— 
 4:00-6:00 
 Escape Room! Friends are 
 always welcome. 
  
December 22, 2019— 
 Stay tuned for details on our 
 exciting Christmas event! 

Greetings Preteen Families, 
 
I hope you all were able to 
spend Thanksgiving with the 
people you love the most. As you 
all prepare for the holidays with 
your family, I encourage you to 
remind each other why we 
celebrate Christmas. It is so 
easy to get caught up in all the 
shopping, decorating, parties 
and school programs that we 
forget that we are really 
preparing for is Jesus' birth.  
  

Blessings, 
Julie 

 
December 8th - Movie Night 
 
December 15th- Cooking or 
 Craft project 
 
December 22nd- Christmas 
 Party. Bring a treat to 
 share  and a wrapped 
 $10.00 gift.  
 
December 29th– Christmas 
 Break. No PreTeen 
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UPCOMING MIDDLE 
SCHOOL AND HIGH 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

Find us on Social Media!  St. Mark’s Youth Group          stmarksumyf  

Fun Filled Fellowship   



         How do I download a  permission slip? 
Step 1: Go to umcstmarks.org 
Step 2: Find “Resources” in the  upper right corner, & click. 
Step 3: Go to “Forms” and look for  Youth Ministries Forms 

Step 4: Click & Print 
Step 5: Share with a friend! 

YOUTH & 
PRETEENS 
You need this info, 
so that you can 
invite friends to the 
cool  programs!  

 

 
 
Advent isn’t only about getting a piece of chocolate every day, or building a small Lego build (if 
you are like me..) each day. Advent is about anticipating Christmas, getting ready for Christ’s 
birth. What do you do in your home to get ready? My family has a lot of traditions, but ever 
since I was little, my favorite has been the lighting of the Advent wreath in church. Each 
Sunday in Sunday School, we are also lighting an Advent Wreath. You don’t want to miss it! See 
you there. 

Escape Room! 
 

On December 15, you are invited to bring 
all of your detective skills, and your 
friends, to youth group for an amazing 
Escape Room! See if you can all work 
together to solve the puzzles before you 
run out of time. I’m so excited to see 
how fast you can solve the mystery!  

 
Confirmation News 

 
On December 14, Confirmation will be 
serving dinner to the men at 
Primavera. We will also be providing 
them with care packages the Youth 
packed at our November Mission 
Sunday. 
 
St. Mark’s is very focused on Mission, 
and so are our youth! This is an 
important part of our Confirmation class, 
and I hope you can all make it.  
 
Please meet at the church at 3:30, 
ready to cook and serve!  



7

Calendar Notes 

St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland
Associate Pastors:
Stuart Salvatierra 

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Wednesday Worship
Soul Station 

Dinner - 5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Sunday Worship
Magee Rd.

8:15, 9:45*, 11:15 a.m. 
*Livestreamed 

DOVE MOUNTAIN
Moore Rd.
10:00 a.m.

Friday, December 6
 7:00 p.m. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Sanctuary

Saturday, December 7
 8:00 a.m. Market on the Move, Parking Lot

Sunday, December 8
2nd Sunday of Advent
   8:15 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
 *9:45 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Dove Mountain Worship    
11:15 a.m. The Gathering, Sanctuary 
  4:00 p.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
  4:00 p.m. PreTeens, Rm. 8/9
  4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Wesley House  
  
Monday, December 9
  9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall 
  6:00 p.m. Mark-a-Ritas Christmas Tea, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 10
 10:00 a.m. UMW Christmas Luncheon, Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, December 11
10:30 a.m. Chronic Pain/Illness Support Group, Library
Noon BULLETIN DEADLINE
5:45 p.m. Soul Station Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Common Grounds, Library
6:20 p.m. Soul Station program

Thursday, December 12
Noon MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Saturday, December 14
6:00 p.m. Common Grounds, Off Campus

Sunday, December 15
3rd Sunday of Advent
  8:15 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
  8:30 a.m. Rainbow Fellowship, Library
*9:45 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Dove Mountain Worship    
11:15 a.m. The Gathering, Sanctuary 
  4:00 p.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall
  4:00 p.m. PreTeens, Rm. 8/9 
  4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Wesley House

*This service is livestreamed.

On behalf of all of us who partook of the Thanksgiving meal that was provided in the 
Fellowship Hall: for the wonderful meal and to all who served, we thank you. It meant so 
much to us. So many of us at this stage of our lives have lost family and friends. The food 
was wonderful and the fellowship was beautiful. Well done thou faithful servants. Thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. 
     Linda Marzano

How can simple words express our sincere and grateful thanks to the staff, committees 
(quilts and shawl), and the entire marvelous congregation for the prayers, love, and 
support for the journeys back to health that Marge and I have traveled over the last 
several months. We can assure you that you have made a significant contribution to the 
healing process. As we continue to improve, we hope you will continue your efforts of 
prayer and concern. Thanks to all of you! With Christ's love for all, 
     Marge and Darrel Frazer

I am writing to express my heartfelt congratulations to the Worship Committee and most 
especially to whoever is responsible for the beautiful and thoughtful altar decorations. 
"Decorations" is an inadequate word as the altar is more than mere decoration. It 
expresses the theme of each Sunday’s Worship and the Thanksgiving altar this last 
Sunday surpassed all expectation. We are indeed fortunate in this country to have such 
abundance and we should be truly thankful as there are many who go hungry even in 
our own country and city. I am sure I speak for all St. Mark’s worshippers in saying “Thank 
you” to those who work quietly behind the scenes each Sunday.
     Agnes Fisher

Lost and Found
Our Lost and Found Box is overflowing! Are you missing your sweatshirt, 
cardigan, water bottle, coffee mug, book, scarf, hat, earring(s), or umbrella? 
Come visit the office Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to reclaim your 
item(s) by Dec. 17! After that date, all unclaimed items will be donated. 
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Make plans now to include worship in your Christmas 
Eve schedule! Worship services are at 11:00 a.m., 4:00, 

6:00, 8:00, and 10:00 p.m. Holy Communion 
at 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 and 10:00 
p.m. Singing of carols at all 

services. Candle lighting at 6:00 
and 8:00 p.m. (inside), and then 

at 10:00 p.m. out in the courtyard—with 
real candles! St. Mark’s Dove Mountain Christmas Eve 
worship is at 2:00 p.m. All are welcome, be sure to 
invite family and friends! 

Every Sunday during Advent 
we light special candles 
and remember the joy and 
anticipation of the season. 
This Sunday’s (Dec. 8) candle 
is HOPE, followed by JOY, and LOVE. This year we’ve 
asked some of our recent new members to be our candle 
lighters, involving them in the leadership of worship.

As we move through Advent, my prayer every day is from 
Psalm 4: “Be gracious onto me, O God, and hear my prayer.”  
Then I sit in silence for a bit, enjoying our Christmas tree 
and anticipating the all the joy that will come in the next 
few weeks. 
   Blessings, Sharon

Reflections

Those are the words on the lips of many children this time 
of year. For them there’s often anticipation and excitement 
attached to those words. I hear adults using those words, 
too, but often there’s a sense of “too much to do” or “I 
can’t believe how fast the year has gone.”

What if we tried to capture the excitement and wonder 
of children this Advent season? Take a breath. Listen and 
watch. Enjoy. Take it all in. This past Sunday, Dec. 12/1, 
our Advent worship was filled with beauty of music and 
a dance that carried us into the deep love and mystery of 
God. Thanks be to God!

There’s many ways we can enter into the wonder of this 
Advent season. This Friday night, Dec. 6, at 7:00 p.m. 
children, youth, and adults of our church will perform The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever in our sanctuary. Come to 
laugh and cry and enjoy.

On Sunday, Dec. 15, at 3:00 p.m., come to our sanctuary 
for our Community Carol Sing. This year we’ve changed 
things up a bit and added the Advanced Choir of Pusch 
Ridge Christian Academy, under the direction of Daniel 
Dunning. Also, a special children’s time will involve 
some puppets and some “friendly beasts.” Enjoy 
refreshments and a time of fellowship afterwards.

Christmas is coming!
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