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Changing the world through Christ by caring for all people.

Volume 59, Number  24
December 18, 2019

Long ago Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem and brought  
new hope to the world. Christ comes again this Christmas  
season, filling our hearts and lives with peace, hope, joy,  
and love. You are invited to join in the celebration!

11:00 a.m. Lessons and Carols
Scripture, music, and communion followed by a soup  
and bread lunch and music by The Bells of St. Mark’s

Blessing of the Children “The Friendly Beasts”
A family-oriented service with carols and a blessing  
of the children
   -2:00 p.m. Dove Mountain, 5650 Moore Rd. 
   -4:00 p.m. 1431 W. Magee Rd. 

6:00 p.m. A Modern Worship Service 
With contemporary Praise Band and communion
Caroling in the Courtyard performed by What the Dickens 

8:00 p.m.* A Traditional Worship Service 
With Celebration Singers concludes with candle lighting inside  
the sanctuary *This service will be livestreamed (umcstmarks.org)
Caroling in the Courtyard performed by What the Dickens

10:00 p.m. A Traditional Worship Service 
With Chancel Choir and communion; concludes with  
candle lighting outside in the courtyard. 

Christmas Eve Services
Tuesday,  Dec. 24, 2019  

On Sunday, January 5, we will work with 
Rise Against Hunger to package 20,000 
meals.  The meals will be distributed to 
impoverished nations for people who might 
not otherwise have enough to eat.  

This year, we’re packaging the meals in the 
cafeteria of the Dove Mountain CSTEM K-8 
School. As you know, that’s the location of 
our second site, St. Mark’s Dove Mountain 
UMC. The school community is also invited 
to participate.  

The packaging process is very precise. It’s 
actually a lot of fun.  We’ll work in assembly 
lines to package the meals, and box and prepare 
them for shipping. You’ll meet people from 
both St. Mark’s sites, as well as new friends 
from the surrounding communities. You’ll 
laugh, and you’ll 
work together in 
service.  It’ll be an 
amazing feeling of 
accomplishment 
when over 20,000 
meals are boxed and the boxes are stacked 
against the wall.  

That day, we’ll begin in 12:30 p.m. You may 
want to dress casually for worship, and then 
join us for packing.  This is a great opportunity 
to invite a friend to a St. Mark’s service project. 
Most people like to do nice things, but might 
be hesitant to enter a worship service until 
they get to know some of us.  

This time, we are asking volunteers to 
register for Meal Packing. That will help 
us better facilitate the coordination of the 
project. If you read the Messenger online use 
this link, otherwise go to umcstmarks.org 
RESOURCES, FORMS. 

Christmas Offering 2019
This year’s Christmas offering will help us share God’s 
love with the children and families of Nash Elementary 
School and with hungry people locally and 
around the world through Rise Against 
Hunger meal packaging. Help bring 
Jesus’ love to others through 
our mission giving. 

Hunger Relief 
through Meal Packaging
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Everyone loves the Lessons and 
Carols worship service that we 
have at 11:00 a.m. Christmas Eve. 
They also love the Soup and Bread 
Luncheon in Fellowship Hall right 
after the service. This luncheon 
typically feeds about 100 people and 
the church provides the bread, but 
we need help with the soups. Please 
help by providing a "crock pot" of meat 
soup, veggie soup, meat chili, or veggie chili. 
Online readers may use this link to sign up, or go to the our 
website umcstmarks.org RESOURCES, FORMS for the link. 
You may also call the church office (297-2062) to let them 
know the type of soup you wish to provide. Remember, 
please provide your soup or chili in a "crock pot." It's the 
best way for use to keep the food warm and delicious for 
the luncheon.  

Lessons & Carols Worship Service 
Tuesday, Dec. 24, 11:00 a.m.

Did you know that Nash Neighbors receives its funding 
for the entire year from the 
Christmas Offering? This 
year, 50% of the Christmas 
Offering will go to support 
this St. Mark’s Mission so the 
Nash Neighbors partnership 
between St. Mark’s and E. C. 
Nash Elementary School will 
continue to thrive!

While many projects have been a part of our ministries 
with Nash over the years, the backbone of Nash Neighbors 
remains providing school supplies and classroom 
volunteers and until this year, weekly snack packs. 
Because many families in the school’s area experience 
food insecurity, in September, 2019, in partnership with 
the Community Food Bank, Nash Neighbors opened a 
monthly mobile food pantry at Nash Elementary for Nash 
families. This ministry has replaced weekly snack packs, 
giving families more food and more choices to address 
their particular needs. Also, Nash Neighbors provides 
gift cards to the principal for distribution to families for 
emergency situations, and a new holiday gift card program 
has been initiated this year to support Nash families 
during Christmas. 

On behalf of all the families at school, the Nash Neighbors 
committee wishes to extend a heart-felt thanks for all 
that you give—your time, your talents, and your financial 
support. It is your generosity that allows us to demonstrate 
the love of Jesus to the Nash community and make our 
neighbors’ lives a little less stressful by sharing our service 
and our gifts.    
   Nash Neighbors Committee

St. Mark’s Nash Neighbors 

The Input Project, authorized by the Covenant 
Council on Nov. 19, 2019, is coming in late 
January 2020. This will give all of St. Mark’s 
members and friends a chance to come to a 
small group meeting the week of Jan. 26 through  
Feb. 1, 2020, and give input on a series of questions 
related to the United Methodist Church and 
LGBTQ+ matters. Watch for information on how to 
sign up for a listening session. 
 Brenda Hunter, Susan Gerstad, Dick Williams

St. Mark's Input Project

Please wait until you’ve received your year-end statement 
of giving to file your income tax return.  Some donors 
may not be able to deduct certain contributions if they 
file a tax return before receiving their church 
contribution statement.  For contributions 
to be deducted in 2019, they must be 
received at the church by December 31, 
2019. This means that a check deposited 
in the church offering in January of 2020 
cannot be deducted in 2019, even if it is 
backdated to 2019. One exception—checks 
that are written, mailed and postmarked 
in 2019 are deductible in 2019 even though not 
received until 2020. This also includes online donations 
that are not deposited into our account prior to Dec. 31, 
2019. Please plan a couple of days ahead when making an 
electronic contribution for 2019. Thank you!

Year-End Notice for Donors

Membership 101
Our winter Membership 101 class begins Sunday, 
Feb. 9 in the church Library-12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Have you been wanting to know more about this 
terrific church? Are you considering membership 

at St. Mark’s? Would you like 
to become better acquainted 
with our staff and meet more 
fellow worshipers? If so, you 
are warmly invited to our next 
Membership 101! 

You may sign up on Sundays at the Adult Spiritual 
Growth bulletin board in the courtyard, on the 
church website under Classes, or call Tricia in the 
church office (297-2062).
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Retreat  
How to Build a Better Life Story    
Jan. 25, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Redemptorist Renewal Center, Picture Rock
As you experience life, it’s natural to find ways to express 
yourself creatively and to explore meaningful “work” 
which contributes positively to society. The cost of not 
doing so can led to stagnation, despair, and eventually 
depression. It takes courage and intention to break 
through the unconscious resistance you have (we all 
have) to fully embrace a life of meaning and purpose. In 
this time together, you might find the clarity you’ve been 
looking for….hidden potentials, stuck beliefs, a solution 
to an issue, your next step, “what kind of difference do 
you want to make?” Led by Dr. Gretchen Hegeman, a 
psychotherapist and consultant in the field of integrative 
healthcare. Register from the website umcstmarks.org 
CLASSES,  or  at the Adult Spritual Growth bulletin board. 
Cost is $40 (due by Jan. 10) with scholarships available. 
Retreat is limited to 37 participants. For questions please 
contact Roger Pierce or Judy Boroto.

Mountain View Retirement Village 
Study Group
Beginning Jan. 6 through Feb. 24, the Monday morning 
Bible study at Mountain View will focus on various 
Scripture passages related to the topic of hope.  At times, 
God seems very close and hope becomes so real.  During 
a time of tragedy and hardship, we wonder whether our 
hopes will leave us exposed, vulnerable, and overwhelmed. 
The study group meets at 10:30 a.m. each Monday in the 
conference room on the second floor for approximately 
one hour. No sign-up is necessary, the group is led by 
Marge Sogn and everyone is welcome to attend! 

The Sharing/Family Life adult Sunday School class will start 
the following book/DVD study on Jan. 5 for eight weeks: 
Scripture and the Wesleyan Way, by Scott J. Jones and 
Arthur D. Jones. Sharing/Family Life meets at 9:45 a.m. on 
Sundays in Rm 18.

The Bible was central to John Wesley’s faith and the 
Christian movement he founded. In Scripture and the 
Wesleyan Way, you will discover a Wesleyan approach 
to the Bible and the Christian life through a Bible study 
using Wesley’s own words from his sermons.  Through 
their insightful and engaging study, Bishop Jones and his 
son Arthur show how the teachings of Wesley address 
questions that many of us in the twenty-first century still 
struggle with today. As you study the Bible with Wesley, 
you will hear his call to live a real Christian life and be 
inspired to respond with faith and boldness. No sign-up 
necessary. A limited number of books are available in class 
now if anyone wants to purchase one ($10); otherwise 
they can also be ordered through Cokesbury, and an 
e-book is available. The class is led by Terry Majewski and 
Rick Farnsworth.

The Sharing/Family Life Group

Wednesday Study Group will be trying a potpourri 
approach regarding class content after the first of the year. 
Weekly content will vary. Be sure to check out the board 
on the courtyard for their latest venture. All are welcome. 
No sign up is necessary. The group is led by Marcia Rostad.

Wednesday Morning Study Group

Spring Offerings
Spring Offerings of new learning opportunities will 
be posted by Jan. 5. Watch the bulletin, the Adult 
Spiritual Growth bulletin board, and the Messenger for 
opportunities. 

You've Got Mail...?
A number of people have informed us that emails from St. Mark’s are going into their spam/junk folders rather than into 
their email inbox. Unfortunately, this is being controlled by your email provider or web mail program that you use. We 

recommend that you check your junk and spam folders frequently for the next few weeks. If you find 
emails that should have been delivered to your inbox folder, click the box on the left of each 

message to put a check mark and the click “Not Junk” button. Hopefully this will redirect 
future emails to your inbox. If you would like assistance from our Technology Committee 
regarding this problem, please email techsupport@umcstmarks.org. 

It would also be helpful to add info@umcstmarks.org to your address book contact list 
because all mass emailings from the church come from that address. Also, add individual 

staff member’s email addresses to your address book, if you receive frequent emails from 
certain staff members. Thanks for letting the office know about this situation, we’re hoping 

that this will resolve itself, soon. 
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Thank you for all who contributed to the Thanksgiving 
Offering to help Persecuted Christians in Syria. The recent 
Thanksgiving offering is going to help persecuted 
Christians in Syria through Open Doors Centers of 
Hope program that supports churches offering 
services in their communities—communities 
that have experienced massive violence in a 
terrible civil war.

One such center in Safita, Syria is distributing 
food supplies to families in ten locations. 
The church gives food supplies to about 1,000 
families in Safita and Tartous, and among them 
are some Muslim families. As pastor Musa says, “If we 
want a safer environment in Syria, we need to be good to 
all people. In our social aid program, we give priority to 
families who have lost their breadwinners, often because 
they died in the war.”

Another center is in Aleppo which focuses on education. 
Small groups of students can get extra lessons in areas of 
need such as English, Arabic, Mathematics, and Chemistry. 
The ninety-two children who go to the school at the Center 

Update from St. Mark's Worldwide Christian Support Task Force
of Hope come for two extra hours six days a week and in 
small groups get the full attention of teachers.

In the Mashta Al Helou Center of Hope, children are 
offeren English classes, music lessons, and spiritual 

lessons. One of the teacher explains, “We want 
to invest in the children, in their future but 
also in their spiritual life.”

Pastor Edward of the Damascus Center 
of Hope explains the bigger purpose that 

Centers offer this Christmas, “My Christmas 
wish for this year, with no hesitation or with 

no second thought, is to find the Church of Jesus 
Christ inside my country as one body in real genuine 

unity standing up for the truth and glory of Jesus. When 
the church is healthy in the country, that’s a great promise 
for the rest of the country.”

If you would like more information about persecuted 
Christians, or to join St. Mark’s Christian Persecution Task 
Force, email us at christiansupport@umcstmarks.org or 
drop us a note at the church office.
 St. Mark's Worldwide Christian Support Task Force

Campaign
 Year

Cards
Received

Commitment
Dollars

Average 
Dollars 

Per Card

TOTAL 
Campaign

Cards Received

TOTAL
Commitment

Dollars

2020 Campaign
as of 12/8/19

314 $868,081.84 $2,765 (TBD) (TBD)

2019 Campaign
as of 12/9/18

328 $887,972.82 $2,707 355 $938,815

Variance -14 -$19,890.98 +  $58
Needed 
to equal total 
2019 campaign 

 41 $70,733

Thank you for overflowing God’s love to one another by participating in the 2020 Stewardship Campaign!
2020 Stewardship Campaign Update

Thanks to your generous donations, the Thanksgiving offering raised $9,788. The 
donations were split equally between Centers for Hope operated by Open Doors 
USA, which offers assistance to persecuted Christians in Syria, and to provide 300 
hygiene kits for the United Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to assist with the basic 
necessities for people who have been forced to leave their homes due to human 
conflict or natural disasters. Thank you!

Thankful for Your Generosity
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A great crowd of 250 people came to see The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever!  Many people commented about what a great 
job the cast did performing, and several said they did not 
realize how many children we had in the church and how 
talented they were!  

In addition to the cast, we had costumers, light and sound, 
music, reception hosts, and many others who made this 
special event happen. It is such a joy to watch a group of 
people come together and do something beautiful to help us 
all get in the Christmas spirit. 

Hey! Hey!  Unto you a child is born!

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever—Really Was!

We packed over 300 UMCOR hygiene kits that will go to disaster 
relief areas. We finished 122 cards for the guests at Primavera. 
We made ten blankets for Diamond Children’s hospital for the 
patients. We decorated 44 bags for TIHAN Christmas gifts. That’s 
a lot of service to others in one morning! 

In addition, people made a beautiful candle and holder, bead 
ornaments, the children made a coaster set for their families, and 
people received prayer and Scripture activities to help keep us 
centered during Advent. Oh yes, and Christmas pictures by the 
tree too!  

Thank you to the Missions, Children’s Education, and Adult 
Spiritual Growth committees as well as big thanks to the following 
individuals who prepared and led the workshop:  Heather Fish, 
Sharon Hunter, Patricia Kittrell, Carol Fouch, Lill Lovaglio, Sherri 
Wyland, Julia Younggren, Linda Girard, Kara Synhorst, Stephanie 
Ambrose, Roger Pierce, Dawn Wyland, Ginni Schomisch, Gail 
Blevins, and Gena McGill.

A Wonderful Advent Workshop!

Please mark your calendar for the Missions 
Fair on Sunday, January 12, 2020.  Your 
Missions Committee will be hosting our 
partner organizations all morning in 
Fellowship Hall. The missions fair 
gives you an opportunity to 
visit with representatives from 
these organizations, learn how 
they serve the community, and if you 
are interested, how you might become 
involved. There will be more details in the 
next Messenger, but plan to be there for 
this special time.  

St. Mark's Missions Fair
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Even though the upcoming Emmaus Men’s Walk and 
Emmaus Women’s Walk aren’t until March (5-8, 12-15 
respectively), the application deadline is Jan. 9. If you 
have been contemplating participating in this retreat, you 
need to have the application filled out and signed by your 
sponsor and pastor before this date. You can submit your 
own application (with your down payment) to the address 
on the application form or drop it by the church office to 

be mailed prior to that date. 

The Walk to Emmaus is a structured 
three-day retreat that is gender 
specific (one weekend for men; 
another weekend for women). It is 
an opportunity for participants to 
delve into an exploration of their 

relationships with God and assess their spiritual journeys. 
It allows participants to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as 
God’s grace and love is revealed through other believers. 
The spring’s Walk to Emmaus weekends are being held at 
Sierra Vista First United Methodist Church.

Deadline for Emmaus—Fast Approaching
If you have already participated in this experience and 
know others who you believe would benefit from such an 
opportunity, please talk to them. Explain the program and 
offer to answer questions. Consider being their sponsor 
or co-sponsor. If you have not been trained in how to be a 
sponsor, you can attend a session in Rm 17/18 at 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 18, here at St. Mark’s. This will precede 
the Emmaus Community Gathering (a potluck) scheduled 
for 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us!

Applications can be found all over St. Mark’s campus in 
special displays. They can also be obtained in the church’s 
front office. A table will be set up in the courtyard Sunday 
morning, Dec. 29, to answer any questions you might 
have and to provide guidance. For information about the 
program go to: emmaus.upperroom.org/about. The website 
for Arizona Emmaus can be accessed at azemmaus.
org/. St. Mark’s church representatives to Emmaus are 
Diane James (DL85James@aol.com), Susan Putt (Susan@
umcstmarks.org), and Becky Strain (rjlstrain@gmail.com).

Beginning in January, 2020, the number of Messengers produced each year will go 
from 24 to 15. Messengers will be published around the first Wednesday of the month. 
Additionally during peak seasons like Lent/Easter, back-to-school and Advent/Christmas, 
an additional issue will be published to communicate additional seasonal activities. 

This new schedule will help streamline staff responsibilities and conserve resources 
while still providing excellent, timely information through the Messenger and other 
communications channels such as  The Pastor’s Weekly Message, bulletin announcements 
and inserts, Facebook messages, and our website. 

The 2020 Messenger schedule is available on the website. Select Newsletter under the 
RESOURCES TAB, next select Deadlines & Archived Newsletters to print a PDF of the 2020 
Messenger Deadlines Schedule. Online readers use this link. The first issue publishes on January 8, 2020 (due to the 
holiday schedule) and the deadline to submit information is January 2, 2020. Submit information for the Messenger to 
messenger@umcstmarks.org.

New Messenger Schedule Begins in 2020!

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also, visit our Prayer Room on campus and leave a prayer on our prayer wall. 

Marge and Darrel Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Keith Johnson
Jim and Mary Sanders 
Carol Underwood

Jared Bowman and family
Donald Chester
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher
April DuBoce

Jackie Vickers 
Judy Wickham 
Lindsay Williams

PRAYER CORNER

CONDOLENCES
We extend our sympathy and heartfelt prayers to Paul and Carla Boettcher and their family on the passing of their 
daughter, Faith Marie, on Saturday, December 14, 2019.  Faith lived in a care home in Colorado, so services for 
her will be held in that area in January, 2020.
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Calendar Notes 

St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland
Associate Pastors:
Stuart Salvatierra 

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Wednesday Worship
Soul Station 

Dinner - 5:45 p.m. 
Music/Programs  
6:15-7:15 p.m.

Sunday Worship
Magee Rd.

8:15, 9:45*, 11:15 a.m. 
*Livestreamed 

DOVE MOUNTAIN
Moore Rd.
10:00 a.m.

Friday, December 20
 9:30 a.m. Open Minds Book Discussion, Library

Sunday, December 22 - 4th Sunday of Advent
   8:15 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
 *9:45 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Dove Mountain Worship    
11:15 a.m. The Gathering, Sanctuary 
  4:00 p.m. PreTeens, Rm. 8/9
  4:00 p.m. Youth Group (OC)   
  
Monday, December 23
  9:15 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall 
  
Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
11:00 a.m. Lessons and Carols
 noon Soup and Bread Luncheon, Fellowship Hall
 noon Office Closes for Christmas
  2:00 p.m. Blessing of the Children, Dove Mountain
  4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Children
  6:00 p.m. Modern Worship Service
*8:00 p.m. Traditional Worship Service
10:00 p.m. Traditional Worship Service 

Wednesday, December 25
Office Closed for Christmas Day

Thursday, December 26
8:00 a.m. office opens

Friday, December 27
2:00 p.m. office closes

Sunday, December 29
   8:15 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
*9:45 a.m. Traditional Service, Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Dove Mountain Worship    
11:15 a.m. The Gathering, Sanctuary 
  4:00 p.m. No PreTeens meeting
  4:00 p.m. No Youth Group meeting 

Tuesday, January 1
Office Closed for New Year's Day

*This service is livestreamed.

St. Mark’s UMC friends, your compassion creates a ripple effect of kindness, support, 
and transformation all across our community. Thank you all for touching so many lives 
in such remarkable meaningful ways. We appreciate you! 
     Gratefully, Joanne Salazar Primavera

Dear St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, Tucson is a better place because your team 
chooses to volunteer, and we’re grateful you volunteer with us! We hope you know 
how important your work is in fulfilling our mission and helping our neighbors who are 
hungry. Thank you for being a great partner in our work to build a healthier, hunger-free 
community in southern Arizona. We’re wishing everyone on your team a great holiday 
season and we hope you’ll volunteer with us again, soon!
     Community Food Bank 

What a great bargain—60 lbs. of fresh produce for $10! Pick up a selection of fresh, 
surplus produce to take home and share with family or neighbors. Come early and 
remember to bring your own bags, baskets, 
or wagon for your produce. Also, volunteers 
are needed for distributing produce. Look 
for the sign-up sheet posted on the Missions 
bulletin board in the courtyard on Sundays.  
morning. Contact Lenna (lennajeffer@yahoo.
com) to help or for more information.

Market On the Move ! 
Saturday, January 4,     8–10:30 a.m., South Parking Lot
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Christmas blessings from the staff at St. Mark’s!

ong ago Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem 
and brought new hope to the world. Christ comes 

again this Christmas season, filling our hearts 
and lives with peace, hope, joy, and love. 


