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Join us for Holy Week  
and Easter, 2020!
Palm & Passion Sunday, April 5, 2020
What Kind of King Are You? is the theme for this service 
which will include Palm and Passion Sunday music, 
poetry, Scripture, message and the Celebration of Holy 
Communion. To be part of Holy Communion, prepare 
your own elements at home – a small piece of bread or 
cracker and small cup of juice or other beverage. During 
the livestream worship, a Holy Communion liturgy will 
guide as we partake together of the elements prepared at 
home. Livestream worship is at 9:45 a.m.  

Holy Thursday, April 9, 2020
This 7:00 p.m. service will be offered on St. Mark’s  
Facebook Live. Go to St. Mark’s Facebook Page and watch 
the live service at 7:00 p.m. Holy Communion will be part 
of this service, so prepare your elements at home (as 
described under Palm & Passion Sunday).  If you miss the 
service on Thursday evening, view it later on St. Mark’s 
Facebook page, or the next day at umcstmarks.org. Under 
the HOME tab, choose LATEST UPDATE. 

Good Friday, April 10, 2020
Have You Seen My Son? drama to be livestreamed at 7:00  
p.m. on Friday, April 10. Join us for this moving drama 
involving the people in Jesus’ life as he goes to the cross.

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020
A Different Kind of Easter is our focus for our livestream 
worship at 9:45 a.m. The celebration of the new life of 
Easter will include music, Scripture, a video message from 
one of our high school seniors, and a message of hope 
and new life, especially important in these difficult times.

Taking Precautions
As the COVID-19 pandemic has spread, we have adjusted 
our plans for worship, classes and activities. Through April, 
all worship will be livestreamed only.  All in-person classes 
and activities are on pause.  Some classes and groups are 
meeting via ZOOM (see page three).  

Because this situation changes rapidly, watch for updates 
via email and on our website umcstmarks.org Under the 
HOME tab, choose LATEST UPDATE.

Three ways to watch the livestream! You can cccess 
the livestream from our website home page, by clicking 
the LIVE WORSHIP from the main menu. You may access 
Facebook, or YouTube using the links at the bottom of the 
home page. Be sure you "like" us on Facebook to follow 
the newsfeed.

Our 2020 theme for worship is Words for Life.  After 
Easter we begin a new sermon series that takes us to 
a Walk…With Christ as we look at key practices for 
a strong Christian life. This series will go from April 
19-May 24:

April 19-Worship & Prayer…A Living Hallelujah!  
April 26-Study: The Importance of Listening  
                     and Paying Attention 
May 3-Service:  Here I am, Lord, Send Me  
May 10-Giving Generously:  Where Your   
                    Treasure Is… 
May 17-Share:  Going Fishing, Reflecting Light 
May 24-The Five Practices from the Cross 

New Sermon Series  
Begins April 19, 2020
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Electronic giving is an easy, convenient way to automate 
your regular offering or other donations to St. Mark’s. 
Especially now that services are online!

For example, if you give on a weekly basis, you will no 
longer need to write out fifty-two checks a year. And if 
travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your payments 
to continue on an uninterrupted basis. Contributions 
can be debited automatically from your checking or 
savings account or processed using your credit or debit 
card. You may even designate when you would like your 
contributions deducted. Plus, there is no additional cost 
for using this giving option. 

To participate in electronic giving, visit our 
website at www.umcstmarks.org and click 
GIVING, or scan this QR code.  

You can also download our free mobile giving app, 
GivePlus Church, or contact me in the church office (297-
2062) for assistance. 

Thank you for your generous gifts!
   Ruth Kester, Bookkeeper

Online Giving is easy!  
Go to www.umcstmarks.org and 
click “Giving” or scan this code: 

In these strange times of social distancing, St. Mark’s 
has stayed open for business by utilizing live-streaming, 
emails, Telecare, and something called ZOOM. 

Now we can bring you something new for your tithes and 
gifts – Drive Through Donations. Even though we are not 
gathering for worship, you can bring your offerings to 
church. 

Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. until noon, you may call the 
office (297-2062) and say you are on your way. One of the 
staff will meet you in the parking lot and let you drop your 
gift in an offering box. They will then put it in a safe place 
to be counted with other donations. 

Or if you prefer, you can also continue to mail your 
donations to St. Mark’s UMC, 1431 W Magee Rd, Tucson, 
AZ 85704. Or take advantage of one of the digital giving 
tools available to our congregation (see article below). 

We will get through this together!

St. Mark's is Open for Business

Fuente de Vida Methodist Church  
Mission and Outreach Program  
Recently, I stood quietly in a room with two young 
families from Southern Mexico who were waiting to 
be interviewed by the U.S. Border Patrol, hoping to 
gain asylum in the United States.  To get here, they 
hitched rides but mostly walked; they found shelter, 
sometimes, and hunger pangs were their norm.  
Rampant poverty and violence in their home states 
pushed them northward; out of desperation they 
gave themselves over to the uncertainties that lay 
ahead.  I listened as one father tearfully explained: 
“We are overwhelmed by the good people who’ve 
helped us on our journey; I feel so inadequate to take 
care of my family.  How will we ever repay all those 
who’ve been so giving?”  Countless such stories 
are told again and again.  We who call ourselves 
Christians, followers of The Way, members of St. 
Mark’s, are compelled to look, to listen, to share a 
portion of our abundance.
One half of this year’s Easter Offering is going to our 
sister congregation, Fuente de Vida Church, in Agua 
Prieta, to assist in their ministry of feeding these 
immigrants who have come to the border, who wait 
for days to be interviewed, hoping to gain legal entry 
into the United States.  Please give generously.  
    Robert Kittrell

Sierra Service Project
Sierra Service Project (SSP) is an ecumenical Christian 
nonprofit organization, providing life-changing 
service projects in low-income communities. High 
school students who participate in SSP experience 
the profound power of serving people with a 
culture and background different from their own. 
The organization helps young people discover the 
connection between faith and service, and strives 
to exemplify God’s unconditional love. The work 
is rewarding, but the experience for our youth is 
profound.  

The youth from St. Mark’s have participated in these 
mission trips for the past 34 years. This summer, from 
July 10-18, our students, who will have completed 
grades 8-12, will travel to Lake County, CA to build 
tiny homes for people who have lost their homes 
to various wildfires over the last four years. Almost 
2,000 homes in that area have been lost to fires.
    Kim Ogle

In Jesus’ name, we help bring new life to those in 
need through our mission offerings. At St. Mark’s 
10% of our regular offerings go to support mission 
efforts locally and around the world. This year’s 
Easter offering will be divided equally between the 
following organizations:  

EASTER OFFERING 
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We have entered into a time of new reality. Nothing seems 
to “be normal.” Some folks are feeling isolated, scared, 
angry. There is nothing wrong with these feelings. It’s how 
we respond to and act out of those feelings that matter. 

In an effort to stay connected and continue to stimulate 
our lives, some classes will continue meeting in a different 
format via a technology called Zoom. Some groups have 
already met and others are planning to do so. You need 
a smart phone, e-tablet, or computer that has a camera 
and a microphone to participate in these “virtual” classes.

More specific information will be shared about how people 
can connect to book discussions, movie discussions, prayer 
time, and just to stay in touch. For those who lack the 
available technology or who feel challenged, we will be 
increasing our presence through email studies and prayer, 
as well as a daily blog that features spiritually uplifting 
content. You can read more about these opportunities 
below. 
  
Remember, in the Chinese language, the word "crisis" is 
composed of two characters, one represents danger,  the 
other, opportunity. Let’s focus on the latter to see how we 
can move forward during this time. 

In the meantime, if you are in a class keep reading your 
lessons. Stay in touch with folks via phone or email, and 
keep praying for St. Mark’s, for our city and country, and 
for the world.

Shining Spirit Blog
SHINING SPIRIT - Welcoming The Wonder of Life is a 
daily blog offered by Roger Pierce. It's a special place for 
those who want to think about deeper seeing and deeper 
listening. Stop by and welcome the wonder of life! Go to: 
shiningspirit.org for uplifting offerings.

Starting the Week the Right Way
Participants will read short Scriptures during the week 
and discuss them on Monday morning. These discussions 
will be via Zoom on Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
To participate:

1. Device: You need a device (computer, tablet, or 
phone) that has audio and video (camera--smart-
phones have these and many newer computers). 

2. Zoom: You need to go to Zoom.us or get the Zoom 
app and download Zoom. You do not need an ac-
count. 

3. Participate: On Monday morning at 9:00 a.m., 
simply click on the link provided below to join the 
group. Do not click on the link until it is time for the 
meeting.

Topic: Starting the Week the Right Way
Time: Apr 6, 2020 09:00 AM Arizona
Join Zoom Meeting: https://dscumc.zoom.
us/j/357550223

If you have questions about Zoom, email Judy Boroto 
(see directory)

Spiritual Thoughts
Linda Walker will host a group discussion vial email around 
various topics which are pertinent to our current situation. 
If you would like to be included in this group discussion, 
email Margaret Synhorst (margaret@umcstmarks.org) to 
be added to the list.  

ASG  Trying New Technology

Looking to the Future
Family/Life Sharing 
When we can finally meet in person 
once again, Family/Life Sharing will offer 
a ten-week LifeGuide study by Carolyn 
Nystrom New Testament Characters. 

A throwaway woman who is redeemed 
by Christ. A blind beggar who is given 
sight. A doubting disciple who discovers 
faith. A jailer who is freed from internal prisons. These 
are some of the ordinary people-some never even 
mentioned by name-who were touched by Jesus. 
Through their stories you will meet the Savior as well. 
Books will be available for $9 in class. People can 
contact Terry Majewski by email if they are interested 

in reserving a book for the study (see directory). There is 
no e-book available.

Mt. View Bible Study
When Mountain View Retirement Village allows 
visitors to enter the facility, Bible Study opportunities 
will be provided each Monday morning at 10:30 a.m.  
At that time, a nine-week study will begin on the topic 
of FAITH.  The weekly study will include Scripture from 
the Old and New Testaments. We'll meet Abraham, 
Naaman, David and Paul, imperfect people whose faith 
grew through testing. Jesus is the model of faith and 
the One who invites us to have faith in him. By God's 
grace we are being made into more faithful people.
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Missions Ministry

Hands-on  
Missions Opportunities 

Next Market on the Move
Saturday, May 2  (April has been canceled) 
Contact: Lenna Burnham (see directory).  

Next Community Food Bank Workday 
Saturday, April 25. If you are inclined to volunteer 
check their website: volunteer.communityfoodbank.org/
safety-update/.

At the end of February, 
Ron Schindler, Karen Kaiser 
and I had a wonderful 
experience helping build a 
home in Puerto Peñasco, 
Mexico. 

We joined about 20 others 
from the Desert SW Conference for a three-day trip 
and worked side by side with the Osorio family on their 

future home. This was truly a time of 
Christian giving and fellowship. It’s 
amazing to engage with people whose 
circumstances seem so different from 
ours yet be reminded that we have so 
much in common. 

These home builds are organized by 1Mission, a 
Christian centered non-profit that focuses on sustainable 
development. The SW Conference organizes such a trip 
each year so we encourage you to consider participating 
when the opportunity comes again in 2021.  
    Jeff Atwater

St. Mark’s Joins Adult Mission 
Trip to Puerto Peñasco

During these times of social distancing, online 
church and many volunteers being asked to stay 
home for safety, we want you to know that your 
Missions Committee is still at work as well as your 
Missions dollars:

•Budgeted payments to Missions Partners 
are being made monthly. 

•Volunteers signed up to feed the homeless 
men at Primavera can now drop off food 
in original packaging instead of preparing 
meals, or make money donations. 

•Children’s Day Bag donations have been 
taken to Agua Prieta’s storage unit in 
Douglas.

We continue to explore new ways to “do missions” 
in these unique times. Please watch for updates 
through the church communications.  

  
Pat Kittrell, Chair 

  Missions Committee

St. Mark's Monthly  
Missions Disbursements

April Disbursements
Interfaith Community Services $2,500
Our Family Services $2,500 (disbursed in March)

April 25-Dell Urich golf course
Even with the COVID-19 virus, StandUp for Kids volunteers 
are doing their outreach on the streets of Tucson. The 
goal is to go on the streets in order 
to find, stabilize and help homeless 
and street kids to improve their 
lives by providing and connecting 
these youth and young adults with 
life-saving services. 

The word is the young people 
are nervous about the virus. The 
volunteers also deliver food and 
hygiene products to those in need, 
as well as diapers for families with babies. Unless the golf 
courses close, they are still planning on the Charity golf 
event on April 25 at Dell Urich golf course. 

If you are out and about then; they could use the support 
and you could be outdoors in the fresh air. Check out their 
website: www.standupforkids.org/tucson

STANDUP FOR KIDS  
Charity Golf Event
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School         and PreTeen Students! 

This comic was created at www.MakeBeliefsComix.com. Go there and make one now!

1. Keep in touch-text, email or call us! We miss you!   

2. Trivia text on Wednesdays. We need your phone number.

3. Email on Fridays.  Send your email to rachel@umcstmarks.org  

4. Facebook Live: Sundays at 4:00 p.m. facebook.com/StMarksYouthTucson  

5. Yay for technology!   

6. You are in our prayers.  

April Birthdays 
April 6—Jonathan Niemic 
April 7—Bradley Smejkal 
April 14—Gabby Morrison
April 22—Grace Carsten  
April 22—Kim Ogle (Youth Director)
April 24—Riley Hussak 
April 24—Ramon Trejo
April 26—Felicity Niemiec 

St. Mark's Youth Group, 
stay connected socially!

Hey PreTeens! I’m sure you 
noticed that a lot of things are 
on hold right now. Well, I hope 
that you noticed, at least! For 
the time being, we are trying 
to help keep everyone safe and 
healthy, so won’t be meeting 
as a group on Sundays. Please 
know that Julie and all of your 
leaders miss you terribly and 
are praying for you. Hopefully 
we can be together as soon as 
we can!
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There is good news and bad news from the Dove Mountain site.  
First the bad news: like all places of worship, schools, and so 
much more we are closed. Our last communication from the 
school district told us that worship at Dove Mountain CSTEM 
School would not be allowed until after April 30. We do not 
have any predictions after that.

There is good news! We are taking this opportunity to 
communicate one to one with people. Our Dove Mountain 
congregation continues to be given information that mirrors 
those received by all who worship at our Magee site. If there 
is an exciting part to all of this, it is that the Dove Mountain 
team is exploring new and creative ways to worship together 
and reach out to our community.

Of course, we are sad that we are unable to worship at the Dove 
Mountain space or in-person at the Magee site for Easter. Easter 
would have been a grand celebration (we will have “Easter” 
when we are together again). It is good for us to remember 
that Easter is not the banners, nor the beautiful altars, not even 
the music. It is the celebration of the risen Christ. Even though 
it will be different this year, we can still shout from our homes, 
our porches, along with the livestream: “Hallelujah, Christ has 
risen, indeed.”

We hope that whether you worship at St. Mark’s Dove Mountain 
or St. Mark’s Magee you will join us on Easter at 9:45 a.m., for 
our livestreamed worship. We pray that we can be together, 
soon, as one church in two locations. Regardless of whether 
it is the end of April or longer before we are together again, 
when our second site reopens, it will be a grand celebration. 
Between now and then, we will stay in touch and you will be in 
our prayers.  
                 Easter Blessings, Pastor Evy and Kim

Update from Dove Mountain 

As we continue to utilize 
streaming and Internet 
technologies to participate in 
worship together, I wanted to 
provide some guidance if you 
experience trouble on Sunday. 

Our Livestream service is first and foremost available from the 
LIVE WORSHIP tab on the St. Mark’s website. If you have issues 
try these steps:

1.  Refresh the page
2.  Close the browser and open it again  
     (Chrome is recommended, Firefox will also work just 
fine) 
3.  Reboot (turn off and back on)  
      your computer/device
4.  Reboot internet modem.  
     (unplug, wait a minute, plug back in) 
5.  Check internet speed using: https://speedof.me/

If after completing these steps you still encounter issues, 
email the Technology Support tream at streamingsupport@
umcstmarks.org. They will respond as soon as possible to help 
gain immediate access to the worship service.
  Kevin Conlin, Technology Coordinator

Livestream Troubleshooting Tips!
St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides a monthly Prayer 
Request Bookmark listing various church, worship, and 
mission activities and events to pray over during the month. 
Normally, these Bookmarks would be available for pickup in the 
Sanctuary narthex the first Sunday of every month. However, 
because we are worshiping online until the end of the month 
due to the Coronavirus outbreak. We invite you to pray with us 
during April 2020, using the information listed below. NOTE: 
The monthly Prayer Request is posted on the website located 
under the MINISTRIES tab, then CONGREGATIONAL CARE.  

Give thanks for the Season of Lent, as we read Scripture, 
pray, study, and worship; remembering how Jesus taught and 
prepared His disciples. May we celebrate Jesus' resurrection 
and New Life we have in Him this Easter, and be truly thankful.

May God bless our individual Holy Week worship, as we 
remember and pray for God's presence and love to fill our 
hearts and minds on Palm Sunday, April 5,  Good Friday, April 
10, and Easter Sunday April 12. 

Pray for Pastor Sharon, Pastor Stuart, and Pastor Evy as they 
continue to provide ministry, leadership, and care for St. Mark’s 
UMC members and friends during the Coronavirus shutdown. 
May they feel God's presence, and know His love for them each 
day. Pray for their safety and wellbeing in all situations. 

Pray for the health and wellbeing of St. Mark's church office 
staff as they continue to work and serve. May God bless them 
individually and collectively each day.

Pray for all who suffer from Coronavirus, and for the medical 
community; all nurses, doctors, and other health care 
personnel. Pray that test kits, medicines, treatment, medical 
equipment and supplies are received and made available as 
needed.

Pray for wisdom, good decisions and good leadership from our 
government leaders, health professionals, and others in the 
days and weeks ahead.

Pray for protection and health in our daily lives. Ask God's 
help as we self-isolate for our own safety, and for the safety of 
others. 

Ask God to help us feel His presence and love in our hearts 
each day. Help us reach out to neighbors, friends and family, 
and people we don’t know, so that we can help each other, 
safely and carefully, and share God's love one person at a time. 

Pray for everyone living in, and working in care facilities and 
retirement homes. May the residents be well cared for, and 
may the workers and facilities have everything they need to 
provide good care. 

Pray for children that are not in school, and for all those who 
may not be working, or who are working fewer hours. May 
God provide resources, activities, etc., maybe some new ways 
to be together, to learn, and to have fun. 

April 2020 Prayer Requests
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St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland
Associate Pastors:
Stuart Salvatierra 

Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Sunday Worship
Magee Rd.

9:45 Livestreamed 

Dear Church Family...
Thanks for all your prayers, cards and calls. My knee replacement has been difficult, 
however, I will make it.  Praying everyone is healthy and happy. God bless one and all. 
              Lil Hydock

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also, visit our Prayer Room and leave a prayer on our prayer wall. 

PRAYER CORNER

CONDOLENCES

April DuBoce
Marge and Darrel Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Keith Johnson
Jim and Mary Sanders 

Peter Booth
Jared Bowman and family
Donald Chester
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher

Ana LuisaTerrazas 
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers 
Judy Wickham 
Lindsay Williams

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:

●Linda Sterling and her family on the passing of Linda's mother, Norma Sterling, March 17, 2020.  
Services are pending.

●Family and friends of Mary Harrison, who passed away on Friday, March 6, 2020. A memorial service  
originally scheduled on Saturday, April 11, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. at the Sabbar Shrine Center, 450 S. 
Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ has been postponed until further notice. 

●Martha Lundgren and her family on the death of Martha's husband, David on Monday, March 23, 
2020. David passed away unexpectedly and peacefully at home. Memorial services are in the planning 
stages. 

●Kay Finley and her family on the passing of her husband, Frank, on Tuesday, March 24. Kay and Frank 
recently joined St. Mark's. A memorial service will be held when the dangers of the coronavirus passes.

A big THANKS to everyone who dropped off food for 
the Interfaith Community Service Food Bank (ICS). So 
far, over 175 pounds peanut butter, cereal, spaghetti 
and spaghetti sauce have been delivered. Also for the 
donations of DVD’s, snack food, laundry soap, liquid 
hand soap, hand gel and wipes for Our Family Services! 
Donations for either agency may be left in the Welcome 
Center (weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to noon) until Friday, 
April 3, 2020. 
   Missions Committee

All of this is a lot to take in. I want you to know that we are working to stay connected 
to you during these challenging times. For now, our church office is open from 8:00 
a.m. to noon, Monday-Friday. Telecare is being put into place—church volunteers 
will be calling people just to check in on them. If you’d like to help with Telecare, 
contact Pastor Stuart at stuart@umcstmarks.org. Or, if you’d like to receive phone 
calls, contact Stuart, too.

Pray earnestly for those who are sick and for those caring for them. Pray for God 
to reduce our fear and keep us connected even when we can’t be physically close.  
Remember—we are not alone.  God is with us. Thanks be to God!

       Blessings, Sharon

Continued from page 8Reflections
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Reflections
Constant change seems to be the norm for our current 
situation with the COVID-19 pandemic. You may have 
heard that the only person who truly likes change is a 
baby with a wet diaper. And sometimes even they don’t 
like being changed!

Change is unsettling and can be frightening. Yet some 
things are constant—Jesus assures his followers that “I 
am with you always.”  Jesus’ Spirit and love are with us. I 
don’t know about you, but that’s what gives me guidance 
and assurance every day.  

One way Jesus’ presence remains for us is through your 
church. While the way we are doing many things has 
changed we are still offering worship, care for you, some 
classes, and ways of giving. As we move into Holy Week, 
which begins with Palm & Passion Sunday on April 5, 
here’s some information for you:

•Worship will be livestreamed at 9:45 a.m. on 
Sundays through at least April 26, 2020. See page  
one of this Messenger for the three ways to  
access the livestream. 

•On Palm & Passion Sunday, April 5, we will celebrate 
Holy Communion as we do on first Sundays of the 
month. You need to prepare your own piece of bread 
or cracker and juice or another beverage.  During 
the communion liturgy, the bread and cup will be 

blessed and you will be invited to eat the bread and 
drink from the cup in the safety of your home. The 
message will be What Kind of King Are You?

•On Holy Thursday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m. Pastor 
Stuart will lead a brief worship service with Holy 
Communion on St. Mark’s Facebook live. Prepare 
your own bread and juice for this service, too.  

•On Good Friday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m., the drama 
Have You Seen My Son? will be livestreamed on the 
website (umcstmarks.org), YouTube (UMC St. Mark’s 
Oro Valley) and Facebook live (St. Mark’s UMC)

•On Easter, April 12, at 9:45 a.m. we will celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus with music, Scripture, and a 
message A Different Kind of Easter.  Invite others to 
join you on the livestream.

•Every night at 7:00 p.m. join us for Who’s With Me 
Tonight? on St. Mark’s Facebook live. This will go 
through at least April 19.

You may be thinking, “But I’m not on Facebook.” Well, St. 
Mark’s Facebook page is public, so you don’t have to be 
a FB member to view it. Visit LATEST UPDATE under the 
HOME tab on our website for current information and to 
access Who’s With Me Tonight? the next day.

Continued on page 7...


