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Kitchen Remodel is Nearly Complete!
Fundraising Campaign Inches Closer to Victory Goal
St. Mark’s continues to be at “Countdown: In the Final
Stretch” on completion of the Helping Hands, Nourishing
Hearts Kitchen Remodel Campaign. As you can see from
the campaign thermometer, there is only $40,498 remaining to reach the $300,000 Victory Goal. The St. Mark’s congregation has generously contributed $259,502 to date!

Photo taken July 20

While there remains a lot of things to complete, progress
has been very good, and the pictures will hopefully allow
you to share in the excitement.
The plan is for the kitchen remodel to be completed and
outfitted to be ready for when our campus is open!

This is an outstanding achievement and
we could not be more
grateful! But if you
have not participated
yet or wish to increase
your donation, we
hope you will consider
doing so. You can mail
a check to the church
(be sure to note it's for
the Kitchen Remodel
Campaign) or go online
to www.umcstmarks.
org/giving. Please help
us make history with a
fully funded new kitchen to meet the growing ministry work of
our community.

Thanks for your continued support!
Lezley Barth and John Cecilia

We are also planning a “Kitchen Shower” (see related article on next page) that will give all of us an opportunity
to help outfit the new space in a more personal manner.

Left photo taken July 24
Right photo taken July 20

Construction continues with significant progress since the
last Messenger update. Some of this includes:
•
Floor tiling completed in kitchen, hallway and both
bathrooms
•
Exhaust hood, make-up air and fire suppression
systems installed
•
All appliances have been delivered and in process
of being connected
•
Final cabinetry is ordered and will be installed
upon arrival
•
Rollup door installed
•
Templating for stainless steel counters in progress
•
AC unit installed
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For flexibility and convenience and to maintain personal safety, several Kitchen Shower options are available.
Please use the COMMENTS field within each of your selection(s) to indicate your preference for Option 1, 2, or
3 below:
1. Purchase the specific shower gift(s) yourself for dropoff at St. Mark’s on the days/times and at the location
shown at the bottom of this announcement. If you select
this option, please deliver your gift(s) unwrapped during
one of the days/times listed below.
2. Donate the approximate amount of specific kitchen
shower gift(s) plus tax, and the Kitchen Team will purchase
the gift on your behalf*. If you select this option, please
submit your donation to the address below to cover the
gift(s) plus tax. If a check is issued to St. Mark’s UMC, show
“Kitchen Shower” in the Memo field to ensure proper recording upon receipt.
3. Donate to the Kitchen Shower fund, and your donation
will be used toward needed gift(s). If a check is issued to
St. Mark’s UMC, show “Kitchen Shower” in the Memo field
to ensure proper recording upon receipt. If you select this
option, please submit your donation to the address below
or contribute online at https://umcstmarks.org/giving.

To prepare for our new foodservice capability, the Kitchen
Team created a Wish List consisting of items that:
• Are consistent with the specifications of the commercial
appliances installed
• Replace broken and worn kitchen utensils, accessories
and linens
• Substitute for out-of-date products. Examples: Items
that (1) are now dishwasher safe, replacing the older versions that required washing by hand, and (2) are created
from improved materials, such as heat-resistant hot pads
from silicone that protect surfaces and are easily cleaned
without laundry.

*Note: Prices shown were as of July 2020, are estimates
only, and subject to change. Prices do not include sales tax
since it varies by municipality.

The team researched brands, materials and sizes. Competitive pricing from key vendors is included for your convenience.

Instructions:
i. Select your Kitchen Shower gift(s) of choice,
ii. Complete the easy Donor Information form that reflects
pertinent data,
iii. Keep a copy for your records. St. Mark’s will record your
choice(s) and retain information for tax purposes.

The Kitchen Shower is an excellent opportunity to have
some fun selecting an item (or items) to equip our new
kitchen. It will also help St. Mark’s serve YOU, our church
family, and our community with the same stellar hospitality for which it is known.

Days and times for gift drop-off: Tues. 5-6 p.m., or Weds.
10-11 a.m. each week in August.
Location: St. Mark’s North Parking Lot (Magee Road side)

Note: All Kitchen Shower gift(s), including the gifts purchased by the team according to your selected option, will
be put on display. Photos will be taken of all shower gifts
before the Kitchen Team arranges them in the new cabinetry.

No monetary donations will be accepted at the drop-off
site. Such contributions must be mailed in or made online.
Mailing address:
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
1431 W. Magee Road, Tucson, AZ 85704-2116

Kitchen Shower: Aug. 1-31
The Kitchen Shower Wish List can be accessed within St.
Mark’s home page, www.umcstmarks.org, by clicking on
LATEST UPDATE or go to http://tinyurl.com/kitchenshower1.

Thank you for your gifts to our new kitchen!

Holy Yoga is on Zoom!

Devotionals still available

Class is on Monday mornings. The Zoom “room” opens
at 9 a.m., with the class starting at 9:15 a.m. If you are
interested in trying a gentle, scripture-based yoga practice,
please email Tricia@umcstmarks.org for the Zoom link.

The July/August Upper Room devotionals are still available
for pickup in the black mailbox next to the office door.
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tity as the people of God. The word You in the title is
meant to be heard as the individual and the community.
Participants will read the major and minor Old Testament
prophets and the 13 Letters traditionally attributed to
Paul.
Finding Your Voice: A Contemplative Writing Retreat –
7 p.m. Nov. 13 to 3 p.m. Nov. 14. Zoom only
During these very challenging times, we need places to
help us listen to God as well as ways to express our deepest thoughts and prayers. This online retreat is offered as
one of those places in the midst of pandemic and polarization to help you “find your voice.” Robin Pippin, recently
retired from The Upper Room, is well-equipped to be our
guide in this process. For registration information, email
Judy Boroto at (see directory).

Fall lineup is here for spiritual
formation opportunities
We have been challenged to learn and use alternative
methods of group learning. The most effective for us to
date have been via Zoom technology and good old email.
At present, we are not planning any in-person group sessions. Unless otherwise noted in the descriptions, registration is through St. Mark’s website: https://umcstmarks.

Facing Diﬀerent Kinds of Grief in
Age of Coronavirus - starts Wednesday., Aug. 5

org/classes/adult-spiritual-growth-opportunities/

21-Day Race Equity Challenge – Begins Sept. 6. See article
on p.4. Email & Zoom

Led by Margaret Synhorst, Marge Sogn & Rev. Judy Boroto
No one in the world has escaped grief in the last ﬁve
months. Many have experienced devastating losses such
as death of loved ones and the loss of a job. Others have
missed seeing people or landmark events such as birthdays, graduations and weddings. Still others feel the profound loss of routine, connection and normalcy. All these
losses are important, and we also feel the grief that many
in our world are experiencing.

“The Gift of Years” – Begins Sept. 6. See article on p. 4.
Email only
What is the Bible? Sundays, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., six
weeks, begins Sept. 6. Zoom only
Led by Rev. Judy Boroto - A broad overview of the Bible,
including selection, organization, background, context
and archaeology. The basics for getting the most out of
your Bible and Bible study.

This 10-week Zoom group, starting Wednesday, Aug. 5, is
an opportunity for you to work through grief however you
have been coping with it. Join us for a conversation about
grief. We will use the Psalms as our scripture and discuss
the many diﬀerent ways that we grieve. No book but the
Bible is required for this study.

Be the Bridge – Coming in October. Zoom only
Sacred Rhythms – Sundays, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., six
weeks, begins Oct. 18. Zoom only
Led by Rev. Judy Boroto – Explores the practices that spiritual seekers and growing disciples have used throughout
history to grow closer to God.

(If you are experiencing a profoundly debilitating loss,
you may want to join our church grief group, led by our
counselor-in residence, Lane Harmon. This group is led by
a professional counselor to facilitate working through personal grief.)

IT’S TIME FOR DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY. If you have been
hesitating to take any of these studies, do not put it off
any longer. These studies are LIFE-CHANGING and may be
just the thing you need to help you through these difficult
times. Dates and times will be determined by the participants. ASG is prepared to offer two of them if there are six
or more persons interested. Zoom only

Let’s Talk About Race

Disciple Bible Study 1: Becoming Disciples through Bible
Study – 34 weeks. Zoom only
An overview of the entire Bible aimed at developing
strong Christian leaders. It gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God.
Disciple Bible Study 3: Remember Who You Are – 32
weeks. Zoom only		
This study is the connection between memory and iden-

the
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About 5 years ago I was on a plane, and as often happens
on a plane, you become best friends with someone for
two hours and then never see them again. I did not really
want to talk to anyone, but a woman started a conversation, and I was immediately drawn in. After well over
an hour of talking, I thought about how much we have in
common: educated, professional, wives and mothers, but
most of all our deep faith. We spoke a lot about God. I
hardly noticed she was black. Did not seem to be an issue.
Until I happened to ask this question, “Is it hard?” She had
been talking about her son who was a high school honor
student, athlete and deeply devoted to God. She knew exactly what I meant, and she let out a sigh, and I saw the
pain on her face. “Yes,” she said.
Continued on page 4...

Continued from page 3...

forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance,
estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.

I had a deep realization that day – I never had to worry
about the color of my children’s skin being an obstacle in
their lives; she knew the color of her children’s skin always
would be. I remember thinking, “How sad. I wish I could
do something about that.” Racial injustice is now at the
forefront of our society once again. We as citizens, parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors have an opportunity to work for a better world. We as Christians have
the responsibility to do it. - Judy Boroto

While the story is considered historical fiction, Monk has
done her homework and most of what the storyline contains is actually true.
In our current society, marked with tensions between races and genders, this
is an excellent opportunity to examine
these very issues from a Southern perspective more than 100 years ago.

Over the next few months, we will learn more about the
plight of our brothers and sisters of color using the following materials:

As an additional treat, the manager
of the Washington-Heyward House in
Charleston (the home in which Sarah
Grimké spent part of her youth) will be joining our discussion. She will provide valuable background information
and insight into the lives and times of the characters of
the novel.

● White Fragility – This controversial book is a starting
place for understanding what it means to be white. Rev.
Dr. Evy McDonald is leading the discussion for 4 weeks.
Registration is currently closed due to popular demand.
● 21-Day Racial Equity Habit-Building Challenge – Each
day for 21 days in September, watch, listen to, or read
something that will broaden your perspective on the lives
of people of color. Each week groups will meet and discuss
their reactions.
● Be the Bridge—Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation – A book about how we as Christians, black and
white, can work together to make a difference and bring
love to our world. I hope you will join us. Let’s talk about
how to make things better instead of listening to all the
news that tells us things will just get worse. Coming in October.

Book discussion: Begins Monday, Aug. 24, 6:30-8
p.m., led by Rev. Dr. Roger Pierce

Expanded to 3 sessions: 8/24, 8/31 & 9/7
In “An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith,” Barbara
Brown Taylor shares how she learned to encounter God
far beyond the walls of the church.
She reveals meaningful ways to discover the sacred in the small things
we do and see, from simple practices
such as walking, working and prayer.
Something as ordinary as hanging
clothes on a clothesline becomes
an act of meditation if we pay attention to what we're doing and take
time to notice the sights, smells and
sounds around us. Making eye contact with the cashier at the grocery
store becomes a moment of true human connection. Allowing yourself to get lost leads to new discoveries. As we
incorporate these practices into our daily lives, we begin
to discover altars everywhere we go, in nearly everything
we do. Through Taylor's expert guidance and delicate,
thought-provoking prose, we learn to live with purpose,
pay attention, slow down and revere the world we live in.

21-Day Racial Equity Habit-Building Challenge –
begins Sept. 6

This challenge is a starting point for us ALL to engage in
material meant to deepen our understanding of racism,
white supremacy and the experience of being a person
of color in America. We pray that by the end of our 21day journey together, we will grow in our understanding
of race relations and of each other so we can continue
growing into the beloved community Jesus
desired us to be. Register to participate online to receive the daily
challenges via email beginning Sept. 5. Sponsored by Adult Spiritual
Growth and St. Mark’s Lay Leaders and Pastors.

“The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully”
by Joan Chittister; 10-week email study beginning
Sept. 6, led by Harold Putt

Book Discussion: Monday, Aug. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.,
led by Susan Putt
Sue Kidd Monk’s novel “The Invention of Wings” begins
on Sarah Grimke’s 11th birthday in 1803, when her parents give her ownership of enslaved 10-year-old Handful,
who is to be her waiting maid. We follow their remarkable
journeys over the next 35 years, as both strive for a life of
their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and
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This book is a series of 40 four- to six-page essays. Each
essay covers not just “growing older gracefully,’” but also
some aspect of the meaning of life itself. While discussing
both the joys and challenges of aging, Chittister encourages readers to discover the deep spiritual meaning that
can come with older age. The study will begin the week
of Sept. 6 and continue through the week of Nov. 8. Each
week, participants will be asked to read and reflect on
four of the essays and be invited to share with the group,
Continued on page 5...

A big 'thank you' from
Nash Neighbors committee

ASG continued from page 4...

via email, their thoughts on one or more of the readings.
The book is available on Amazon: hardcover $15; paperback $10.50; used $5
and up; Kindle $10.

Barb Sargent and Sharon Bender, members of the Nash
Neighbors committee, thank everyone who donated items
for the teachers at Nash Elementary. With the uncertainty due to COVID-19, no one knows exactly when in-class
teaching will begin, but our generous donations of supplies will be there when it happens. Your generosity does
not include just the items brought to the church – your
monetary gifts for the Christmas offering last December
make it possible for Nash Neighbors to budget for the purchase of additional supplies.
Barb and Sharon have been
hard at work
shopping for
the best deals
to
purchase
items such as
composition
books, folders,
colored pencils
and markers,
notebook paper, paper clips, tape and dispensers, staplers
and staples – all those necessities for classrooms. It is a
huge project and with help from other volunteers, they
deliver the supplies and identify what goes to each classroom. This longtime ministry to Nash is always received
with much gratitude by the teachers and staff. (And a big
thanks to Barb and Sharon for their efforts to make it happen.)

Wednesday Morning Study Group -Zoom Into Hebrews
We will resume class via Zoom on
Sept. 9 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. The
class will begin with “Hebrews: Grace
and Gratitude” by David DeSilva, a sixweek study connecting God’s grace in
our lives with the call to invest ourselves in God’s mission.
If you wish to participate, please register by emailing Marcia Rostad, class facilitator, at (see directory) by Sept. 6.
Please include in the email if you wish to participate in the
class using a different email address. You will be emailed
instructions how to obtain the study book and how to
connect into the Zoom classes every Wednesday. Marcia
will periodically email to all participants the class handouts, class calendar and participants list. See you online!
Family Life/Sharing adult Sunday school will resume
soon. They are making plans on how they will facilitate
this. They meet Sundays, 9:45-11:15 a.m. If interested,
email: (Terry Majewski, see directory).

Rally Day is
coming Aug. 9!

Nash Mobile Food Pantry Update:

We will have "Zoomday
School" – and then come to
church at noon for a DriveThrough Rally Day! Register online at https://umcstmarks.org/latest-update/. Email margaret@umcstmarks.org
with questions.

Last fall, the Food Bank started a monthly food distribution for Nash families, replacing the weekly Snack Packs
our volunteers put together to send home with students.
The Mobile Food Pantry will continue this fall at Nash
as a low-/no-touch distribution of non-perishable items
and fresh produce, regardless of the school opening status. Carol Cecilia and Chris Mayerle are coordinating this
much-needed and appreciated pantry with Food Bank
personnel and the staff at Nash.

Rainbow Fellowship news

Even in these days of
remote church and social gatherings, our St.
Mark’s UMC Rainbow
Fellowship continues
to meet via Zoom. If
you personally identify
as LGBTQ – no matter
your age, membership status or location – please know
you are welcome to join us! We Zoom the third Sunday of
every month before St. Mark’s online worship to check in
with one another and share in Christian fellowship. Contact Melinda Sims via the church office (info@umcstmarks.
org) to receive a Zoom invitation.

With the uncertainty of just when and how Nash and other Amphi schools will resume classes, remote or in-person, we know there will be a hold on bringing any volunteers into the classrooms. For our St. Mark’s classroom
volunteers, your safety is of utmost concern. Please know
that if and when we are once again allowed to help in
classrooms, you will be notified.
Please hold all children and school staffs in your prayers
during these days of their navigating uncharted territory
of education amid COVID-19.
- Sue Pierce
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Missions Ministry
Missions Update

ICS Food Drive

We have $1,500 available in Missions dollars this month.
This amount is being disbursed to the National Military
Family Association, to support the Operation Purple Summer Camp experience for children. Children whose parents
are deployed, wounded, ill or injured receive the highest
priority to attend camp. This year, due to COVID-19, the
camp will take place virtually at home.

Many of you want to help those
who have food insecurity during
this pandemic. And the need
is great. St. Mark's is collecting
food in the north parking lot
twice a week. Food items are donated to the Interfaith
Community Services (ICS) food bank. Here are the details:
What: Non-perishable food items
When: Tues., 10-11 a.m. (John Yost)
OR Wed., 6-7 p.m. (Ken Dunlap)
Where: North church parking lot (Magee side)

Attendees and their families will receive customized kits
designed to enhance outdoor experiences. These kits are
meant to promote comfort, curiosity, creativity and confidence. Each family receives an introductory box, then
one per month for three months. Boxes include quality
outdoor gear, water-resistant resource cards, challenging
family activities and national park spotlights, as well as
activities to build empathy. An online hub will provide 10
special Operation Purple team-building activities customized for families to do at home.

If you are willing and able, buy a couple of extra items
at the grocery store and drop them off (there will be no
contact). Even in these difficult times, St. Mark's is still
caring for those in our community who need it most.
Our weekly collection and donations to the Interfaith Community Services Food Bank continue to go very well. We
are consistently collecting between 250 and 300 pounds
of food every week. I hear comments from those dropping
off food, like:

We are pleased to support children of military personnel
who are also serving their country. Ellen Beene is the liaison to this mission, one that St. Mark’s has supported for
10 years.

“I want to help and this gives me a safe way to do that.”

In addition, we continue our commitment to provide evening meals at the Primavera Men’s Shelter, on the second
and fifth Saturdays of each month. Because of COVID-19
our current support is in the form of a $200 check for the
purchase of food items.
					Pat Kittrell, Chair
Linda Girard presented a donation check of $2,500 to Scott
Blades, executive director of Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
(TIHAN), from St. Mark's UMC in
July. These mission funds support
women and men living with HIV/
AIDS by providing meals, CarePackages, emotional support and
help with emergency expenses as TIHAN works to keep its
clients safe at home and supported during this COVID-19
pandemic.

“I look forward to Tuesdays as I get to get out of the house
and help others, too.”
“I try to come every Tuesday and I feel badly if I miss.”
Other members are gathering donations from friends and
neighbors. The need at the Food Bank is greater than ever
and long lines are common. The ICS staff and recipients
are very appreciative of our efforts. If you are interested in
volunteering at ICS, help in the Food Bank is the greatest
need right now. Go to ICStucson.org and click on the Volunteer tab to get started and explore all the volunteer opportunities. St. Mark’s is making a difference in our community. Thank you so much for your help – and remember,
no donation is too big or too small. All are appreciated!
- John Yost, ICS liaison

An urgent need from the Community Food Bank – If you have been looking for an opportunity to volunteer for your
community this summer, this just might be for you. Are you healthy? Able to lift 25-50 pounds? Able to volunteer from
6:30 to 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays or Thursdays? Able to work outside under the shade of solar panels? If you answer YES to
these questions, the Community Food Bank needs you! Please contact Volunteer@communityfoodbank.org and they will
instruct you further. Thank you!
- KJ Naae, Community Food Bank liaison
6

Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School

and PreTeen Students!

Our Youth Group Permission Slip doubles as our registration form. Returning youth, please be sure to fill out
this year’s permission slip with up-to-date information.
You are welcome to mail the permission slip to us at
the church office (1431 W. Magee Rd., 85704) or email
to Kim (kim@umcstmarks.org) or Rachel (rachel@umcstmarks.org). The permission slip can be found here:

Welcome, sixth-graders!

Usually at the beginning of August, Kim and Rachel are
planning a big back-to-school
bash to welcome back our 7th12th grade students and welcome our new sixth grade students! But – 2020. So we will
put off our big celebration a bit
more, until we can have a big party in person! And when we are
there, it will be great. But until
then, welcome to our new sixth
graders! We hope you enjoy our
videos, Facebook Lives and text
competitions. Please make sure Kim and Rachel have
your contact information, and fill out our permission slip!
It can be found here: https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/

https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PERMISSION-SLIP-FOR-YOUTH-20-21.pdf

August Birthdays
8/7 —Hannah Eblen
8/11—Zeke Brevard
8/12—Mackenzie Velasco
8/18—JR Trejo
8/21—Hannah Atwater

uploads/2020/07/PERMISSION-SLIP-FOR-YOUTH-20-21.pdf
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Continued on page 8

Beyond Zoom!
high school mission experience
Beyond Zoom was truly an awesome experience. Even
through the online platform, the youth leaders were able
to keep one of SSP’s most important missions alive: connection and collaboration with fellow youth. Hannah Bonner discussed our important mission as a church to listen
to the communities we are helping, instead of rushing in
with our plans, and to help with their concerns instead
of forcing our concerns on them. Travis Dobbin, our second speaker, explained the process of becoming an SSP
staff member, and how being a staff member affected him
positively. Finally, Billie Fidlin discussed how the Methodist church is trying to help the Navajo people, and many
of the Native American struggles that are a direct effect
of the United States’ treatment of them. Between each
speaker we split into small groups and played ice breaker
games and discussed the topic from the speaker. The entire Zoom meeting was extremely hands-on and informational! –Sydney Edwards, 12th grade

Hello Preteen (and Soul Station) Families,
This has been such an unusual and challenging spring
and summer. "Back to School" will also be unusual and
challenging. Can you believe Hannah tried to talk me into
buying her a new lunch box the other day!? What was she
thinking – that she would pack a lunch to eat at the dining
room table? How silly is that? See, unusual and challenging – right?
While we continue to wait and pray that our lives will soon
be back to our "old normal" and not this "new normal,”
we will continue to find creative and fun ways to connect
to all of you. I hope you picked up your Water Day Kit and
are ready for St. Mark’s first-ever Virtual Splash Bash on
Aug. 7! (If you didn’t get your kit, email Rachel Mosher at
rachel@umcstmarks.org.) Also, remember Aug. 9 is Rally
Day/Zoomday School. (Email margaret@umcstmarks.org if
you have questions or need the link). Next time we meet
in person, we will have said goodbye to our friends who
have started sixth grade and moved up to the junior high
youth group, and we will have new fourth-grade friends
– YAY!!! I will continue to send weekly emails with activities, games, recipes, thoughts and scripture that relate to
the weekly sermon. Remember these activities are supposed to be FUN. So get CREATIVE! Don't forget to send
me a picture of yourself and the activity. I love to see your
smiling faces. If you are just entering fourth grade or are
interested in being part of the Soul Station activities, send
me a note at (see directory) and I will be happy to add you
to the weekly email list.
Many Blessings - Julie Eblen

ATTENTION HIGH-SCHOOLERS

Some of us have really missed our “Sippin’ Over Scripture”
outings. Would you believe the last time we got together
off campus to chat was March 8? That’s too long!
Beginning Aug. 16, we’ll start a
monthly Zoom check-in at 4:30
p.m. That gives you time to
watch our amazing Facebook
Live at 4 p.m., grab a beverage
or snack and adjust your video.
Kim will text the Zoom meeting
ID to all of you who are beginning grades 9-12 this month.

And the Emmy goes to ...

If you have not been receiving
the text contest all summer,
that means we don’t have your cell number. Email that
info to kim@umcstmarks.org. “See” you on the 16th at
4:30!

Are there awards shows for youth directors’ on-screen
performances!? We sure hope so. Kim and Rachel have
really been perfecting their filming, acting and editing
abilities. Did you see the lip sync battle!? It was phenomenal. And so true – you can lean on us anytime! We are only
a text or email away. If you haven’t seen the videos, either
head over to our Virtual Wesley House (ask Kim or Rachel
for the link) or St. Mark's Youth Group Facebook page!
And if you have a fun idea for a video, let us know! Both
the Youth Benediction video and Lip Sync videos were requests from members of the youth group.

Text trivia
Do you know who in the Bible sent out a dove on a recon
mission after spending 40 days and nights with his family?
Do you know what Peter did for a living before he was
a disciple? Do you know who Jesus said would deny him
three times before the rooster crowed? If you know the
answers to these questions, you could win great prizes!
Even better than the world famous Wesley House Prize
Box. OK, maybe not WORLD famous. But it’s pretty sweet.
THIS contest will get you a gift card! Sweet!!
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Update from Worldwide Christian Support
Task Force:

St. Mark's is open –
only the campus is closed

Christians are facing more
persecution in China

St Mark’s is adapting to the difficult times we are experiencing. Our church is open. We are developing new
ways to operate. Through the use of technology, we are
able to have online Sunday worship and, more recently,
Soul Station. We are having Coffee With Sharon as well
as Who’s With Me Tonight. Bible study is being held using Zoom, something new to many of us, and by utilizing email groups. Committees are continuing their work
through Zoom meetings. Four new church members were
introduced via Zoom. Contributions of supplies for the
kitchen shower, Nash Neighbors, Primavera and the food
bank take place in the church parking lot with times coordinated through emails and Messenger announcements.

An estimated 97 million Christians reside in China, but the
Chinese government continues to harass many of them.
China ranks 23 – “Very High Persecution”
– on Open Doors World Watch List,
its
annual report on the global persecution of Christians. China has
forcibly installed surveillance
cameras in church sanctuaries
and lobbies. Churches that refuse
cameras can be shut down and
their pastors imprisoned. China also
has a
campaign to “sinicise” religion, including a new translation
and annotation of the Bible demanding Chinese traditional culture be integrated into liturgy, sacred music, clerical
clothing and church buildings. This is being done supposedly to “make accurate and authoritative interpretation of
classical doctrines to keep up with the times.”

Through online contributions and the U.S. mail, church income is not much behind budget. Because our committees
are doing a good job of controlling expenses and deferring purchases in light of reduced income, our church has
a small positive year-to-date financial balance. Pastoral
staff and program & support staff are both under budget.
Missions is doing a great job. Technology has had added
expenses related to the hardware and software needed
for the new and increased utilization of online options. St
Mark’s is current on the payment of its apportionments.
The Trustees have deferred projects where possible. (Although nature has not always cooperated – we experienced a bee infestation that had to be addressed.) And
we will soon have a brand-new commercial kitchen!

COVID-19 has presented Christian churches with additional challenges in meeting and praying together, but they
are overcoming them. Overall, during one of the strictest
lockdowns in the world, Christian community believers
have joined online services, listened to/watched online
sermons and prayed and encouraged each other online.
One pastor from Wuhan, the epicenter of the epidemic,
reported that more than 15 cell groups that used to meet
once a week during the pandemic are meeting daily online, and the pastors are preaching online every day, too.
Many churches like the one in Wuhan have been told by
the authorities to stop holding meetings online, but because they can’t meet in person, and because the authorities don’t have the resources now to enforce a ban, the
meetings continue.

We will continue to need to adapt and develop new ways
to operate in these unusual times. Through all of this process the overriding goal will be to keep the congregation
safe and well as we work to keep the church open.
St Mark’s is truly blessed with a caring, generous congregation. Your continued contributions of your time and your
finances have made it possible for the church to adapt so
well. You are the heart and soul of St Mark’s. Thank you.

The churches have risen to the occasion to serve their communities, too. They have reached out to provide food, face
masks, protective clothing and friendship and comfort to
those directly affected by COVID, as well as to poor and
isolated residents who have no other support networks.

Bill Zermuehlen, Genesis Team

St. Mark's concerts postponed

Please pray for Chinese Christians and their efforts to
serve their communities and the Lord.

Disappointingly, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the decision has been made to cancel all St. Mark’s sponsored
concerts through December. This includes our traditional
Community Christmas Carol Singalong. Hopefully, the artists who were contracted to present concerts this fall can
be rescheduled for a future Musical Musings concert series. Decisions regarding concerts scheduled for 2021 will
be made at a later date.
Susan Putt, Music Ministries Coordinator

If you would like more information about persecuted
Christians, or to join the St. Mark’s Worldwide Christian
Support Task Force, email us at christiansupport@umcstmarks.org or drop us a note at the church office.
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Welcome, new members! Class of June 2020
Carol Fuller
Carol is a retired 911 operator with the Phoenix Police Department. She is originally from Hays, Kansas.
Carol has been attending St Mark’s for a little over a year and has already taken part in a number of Faith
on Stage productions.
Bernadette O’Neill
Bernadette began attending St. Mark’s in October 2019 after attending the Blessing of the Animals. She
enjoys fitness and reading murder mysteries and has been a member of the Seekers Sunday School class.

Kristina “Kristie” Smith
Kristie is a graduate of the University of Arizona and currently works in escrow. She enjoys volunteering
with her fiancé, scrapbooking, cooking, baking and many other crafts. She has volunteered through St.
Mark’s at the food bank and Habitat for Humanity.
Sharon “Sherri” Wyland
Sherri and her late husband spent most of their free time together as volunteers in mission for UMCOR
and leading disaster relief teams. Their missions took them to Jamaica, Costa Rica, Alaska, Guatemala,
the Four Corners, Agua Prieta and Sager Brown, Louisiana. We are fortunate to have her as part of our St.
Mark’s Missions team.

PRAYER CORNER
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also visit our Prayer Room and leave a prayer on our prayer wall.
Jared Bowman and family
Donald Chester
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher

Marge and Darrel Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Megan Krzmarzick
Jim and Mary Sanders

CONDOLENCES

Ana Luisa Terrazas
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers
Judy Wickham
Lindsay Williams

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
● Ron and Lezley Barth on the passing of Ron's daughter Susan, on July 16. Please keep Ron in prayer as
he travels back east for her service.
● The family and many friends of Keith Johnson, who passed away on Sunday, July 19. Our hearts surround Keith's wife, Pam, and their family with God's tender loving care.
● Nancy and Allen Wright on the passing of Allen’s mother, RayAnn, on Friday morning, July 24.
● Dottie and Dan Snyder in the passing of Dottie‘s mother, Dorothy Weaver, on July 28. Cards can be
mailed to Dottie Snyder at 234 Pringle Hill Rd., Summerhill, PA 15958.
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August prayer requests
St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides information so you can pray for people and activities happening in and
around church during the month. NOTE: The monthly Prayer Requests are located on the church website under the
MINISTRIES tab, then CONGREGATIONAL CARE. Or if you are reading this online, follow this link:
https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/monthlyprayerlist_web8.20.pdf

Let us pray ...

St Mark's Prayer Chain is active and ongoing. Anytime you would like your church family to pray for you, or for your
family, friends and neighbors, or for a specific situation or circumstance that you'd like us to know, and pray for – please
email prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or telephone the church office at (520) 297-2062 and leave a message. Church
emails and phone messages are checked regularly during the week while the office is closed due to the COVID-19
shutdown. This facilitates our Prayer Chain members receiving and praying for your request throughout the week.
If your request is confidential, i.e., something for the pastors only, please indicate that in your email or phone message. Confidential requests go only to our pastors for prayer and follow up.

St. Mark's Financial State

New sermon series begins 8/9 –
'What Do These Words Mean?'

St. Mark’s finances as of the end of June are summarized
below:
		
Actual YTD
Budget YTD Variance
Total Income $590,636
$619,848
$(29,212)
Total Expense 559,762
623,536
(63,774)
Difference
$ 30,874
$( 3,688)
$ 34,562

Throughout this strange year of 2020, our worship theme
has been “Words for Life.” On Aug. 9 we begin a new series within that theme – “What Do These Words Mean?”
We take a look at words
that pop out at us in Scripture and throughout our
faith, words we may be
wondering about in these
challenging times. As always, our messages bring
the Scripture alive by conSt. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road
necting these words to
Tucson, AZ 85704
life today.

St. Mark’s finances were strong through the second quarter of 2020 thanks to generous giving and the committees spending only necessary funds. The Board of Trustees
finished up projects that had started prior to the campus
closing, including new flooring and an update to the restroom in classrooms 15 and 16, five additional security
cameras, an update to the restrooms in building No. 4 and
the Meditation room, painting the hallway in the church
office and purchasing a hand-held sprayer for quick disinfecting. They also bought other disinfecting supplies
thanks to a contribution from the Endowment committee.

(520) 297-2062

Aug. 9 – “Incarnation …
Living on Earth”
Aug. 16 – “Exodus and Exile … Let My People Go”
Aug. 23 – “Authority”
Aug. 30 – “Idolatry”

Although the July financial reports have not been finalized, we can report that as of July 30, July expenses exceeded income by $799. This decreases the year-to-date
difference from a $30,874 surplus to a $30,075 surplus.
It is too early to tell if the final July results will have a
positive or negative impact on St Mark’s finances, but regardless the Finance Committee is grateful to the various
committees for doing a great job controlling expenses and
thanks everyone for their financial support. Continued
contributions can be made online at www.umcstmarks.org
by clicking on the Giving tab, or mailed to St Mark’s United Methodist Church, 1431 W. Magee Road, Tucson, AZ
85704. All mail is delivered to a locked mailbox.

Join us for recorded worship at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays on our website: umcstmarks.org/live-worship,
on St. Mark’s Facebook
or on Youtube (UMC St.
Mark’s Oro Valley)
Sharon

Email:

info@umcstmarks.org
Website:

www.umcstmarks.org
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland
Associate Pastors:
Rev. Stuart Salvatierra
Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Sunday Worship
Livestreamed
9:45 a.m.

umcstmarks.org
Facebook
YouTube

Bill Zermuehlen, Chair Finance Committee
Ruth Kester, Administration & Finance Coordinator
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Reflections

Has a song ever gotten into your head and not let go, no matter what
you did? For the last few days a praise song that begins this way has
been accompanying me: “Let every thing that … let every thing that …
let every thing that has breath praise the Lord!”

Perhaps we need to let the soundtrack of the song of gratitude run
through our lives – “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” –
and let God lead us to places of living water, of hope and refreshment.
We may still disagree or wrestle with how to live in these strange
times, but we can do so with an attitude of kindness, compassion and
most of all, thanksgiving for God’s presence of love with us no matter
what.

Early this morning I had a dream. In it, this song was the soundtrack
that ran through the background of the dream. The dream began with
me and a couple of children living in a shack in the woods on the edge
of a river. We were dirty and sick, frightened and sad. Then the dream
led me to the edge of the river, near a cliff. It was clear that I meant
to go jump into the water but the water was extremely dirty, filled
with debris and smelled awful. So something or someone led me up
the river, along the edge until the water ran clear. I jumped into the
clear, cold water and played in it, dancing up and down, throwing my
head back and laughing, clean and refreshed. Children were only part
of the dream at the very beginning – the song ran through the whole
dream.

Even though our church buildings remain closed, our leaders are
faithfully planning for reopening for small groups, classes and worship, when the time is right. Every day brings us closer to that time. I
find that I have much for which to be grateful, even now – life itself,
breath, the ability to live and move and enjoy worship, visiting with
others over Zoom and on the phone, and learning and growing by
reading things that feed my spirit.
I encourage you to join in worship, participate in classes that are being offered and pick something to read that feeds your spirit. Take
care not to get too close to the murky river of endless TV news and
despairing social media. Join me in singing, “Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord!”

I don’t know what the dream means. I know that sometimes right
now life feels frightening and sad and that there is sickness and uncertainty all around. As the pandemic time goes on and on, and politics in our country become more fraught with division, I notice that
people are tempted to be unkind, impatient and sometimes just plain
awful with each other. I notice that people use social media to spread
false information and create dissent. What are followers of Jesus to
do in these times?

Blessings, Sharon
You can join Sharon for Coffee with the Pastor via Zoom on Sundays,
Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30, at 11 a.m. for conversation, questions and information. To get the Zoom link send at email to info@umcstmarks.org.
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