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Get Anchored in Hope with 2021 Stewardship Campaign
St Mark’s 2021 Stewardship Campaign is about to begin. This year’s theme, “Anchored in 
Hope,” comes from Hebrews 6:19 – “We have this hope as an anchor for our lives.” Begin-
ning Sunday, Oct. 18 and continuing for several weeks, you will be hearing from members 
of the St. Mark’s congregation as they discuss their hopes.

As a result of a lot of hard work over the last few months, hopes for St. Mark's are being 
realized. Our church remains open as we discover new ways to continue God’s work. We 
miss some of the old ways but embrace the new. What are your hopes for St. Mark's? 
That we can soon return to in-person worship? That we can resume all the mission work 
and service projects that had to be deferred? That we can again hold in-person study 
groups and committee meetings?

Please join us in participating in the St. Mark’s 2021 Stewardship Campaign. We will do 
our best to make your hopes for St. Mark's become realized.

Bill Zermuehlen, Finance Committee Chair

All Saints' Day, Nov. 1: Continuing a St. Mark's Tradition
This year, we will continue to celebrate our All Saints' tradition with the display of the St. Mark’s 
Bell Banner at the front of the sanctuary. Hopefully, with everyone’s help, the banner will be 
covered, top to bottom, with white cards commemorating the names of our loved ones – those 
who are gone but not forgotten. To complete the banner in time to be included in the service, 
the Worship Committee needs everyone to turn in their names by Sunday, Oct. 25. Please use 
any of the contact info below to give us your names; we will copy the names on the cards and tie 
them on the ribbons of the Bell Banner. 

The banner will also include red ribbons commemorating Christians from around the world who 
are persecuted for professing their faith. 

Contact info: Call your names in to the church office (297-2062) between 8 a.m. and noon start-
ing Oct. 5 or leave a recorded message after hours. Names can also be left at info@umcstmarks.
org to the attention of the Worship Committee or the office staff. 

In addition to the Bell Banner, the All Saints' service will celebrate the life of each person at St. 
Mark's who passed away over the past year; as their names are read, a candle will be lit and a 
bell tolled in their memory. 

How to Vote Early
Are you looking for easy instructions on how to vote early? The Arizona Daily Star ran an excel-
lent cartoon last month that clearly described the step-by-step process. You can find it here: 
https://tinyurl.com/azstarearlyvoting. Questions? Contact Church & Society via the church office 
at info@umcstmarks.org.
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Holy Yoga is on Zoom
Class is on Monday mornings. The 
Zoom “room” opens at 9 a.m., with 
the class starting at 9:15 a.m. If you 
are interested in trying a gentle, 
scripture-based yoga practice, 
please email Tricia@umcstmarks.org 
for the Zoom link.

Register for all opportunities at:
https://umcstmarks.org/classes/adult-spiritual-growth-op-
portunities/

“Sacred Rhythms: Arranging Our 
Lives for Spiritual Transformation” 
by Ruth Haley Barton. 11 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. Sundays, begins Oct. 18, 
six sessions. Led by Judy Boroto on 
Zoom.

Do you long for a deep, fundamen-
tal change in your life with God? Do 
you desire a greater intimacy with 
God? This study is an introduction 
to spiritual practices that open us 

to the transforming love and changes that only God can 
bring about in our lives. 

$10.35 Kindle; $8 Cokesbury paperback; $13.39 Amazon 
hardcover

OPEN MINDS BOOK DISCUSSION: "Together: The Heal-
ing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes Lonely 
World" by Vivek H. Murthy, M.D. 9 – 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
Oct. 25.

Humans are social creatures: In this fact lies both the prob-
lem and solution to the current crisis of loneliness. Our 

former surgeon general makes a 
case for loneliness as a public health 
concern that contributes to many 
of today’s problems, from alcohol 
and drug addiction to violence and 
depression. The strategies Murthy 
recommends will help us not only 
weather the current pandemic, but 
heal our social world.

The book is available in Amazon 
hardback ($20.49 new; $15.45 

used) or on Kindle ($12.99) and from Barnes & Noble. 
Registrants will be sent the Zoom link and passcode a 
day in advance of the discussion. Now is the time to start 
reading!

ADVENT IS COMING!
Advent begins Sunday, Nov. 29. 
Advent groups will be organized for study 
based on “Incarnation” by Adam Hamil-
ton. More news about registration com-
ing soon.

What’s Next for Combating Racial Injustice? 
Adult Spiritual Growth is investigating what other things 
we can do regarding systemic racial injustice. Groups have 
already formed to study "White Fragility" and "Be the 
Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation" in 
the month of October. We will be providing a list of re-
sources that you can pursue on your own, with the hopes 
that people will come together for further discussion and 
form plans for taking some action. Be on the lookout for 
these on our website and in future Messenger editions.

Congratulations to St. Mark's 
Early Childhood Center!

Our Early Childhood Center was named as a Reader Fa-
vorite in the Best Babysitting/Daycare category during the 
annual Arizona Daily Star Readers' Choice Awards, which 
were broadcast this year via YouTube on Sept. 15.

Please Save the Date
Does this feel like a particularly rough presidential elec-
tion cycle to you? Are you are wondering what you can do 
to help heal the country after the next president is elect-
ed? We will be offering a nonpartisan prayer service on 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021, the evening of Inauguration 
Day. We will offer prayers for healing, unity and guidance 
for all our leaders and our community. More information 
about the format will become available when the day 
comes closer. - Brenda Hunter 
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What Ever Became of the Input Project?
The results are now available
At long last, we are ready to share the results of the discus-
sions from the Input Project!

I hope you remember that earlier this year many of us gath-
ered to share answers to specific questions about how the 
LGBTQ+ community, the greater United Methodist Church 
and St. Mark’s UMC should interact. We felt the need to 
offer this time of discussion after the 2019 Special Gener-
al Conference presented its conclusions as to how LGBTQ+ 
persons would fit into the life of the UMC. Because the reac-
tions to the Special General Conference conclusions varied 
greatly at all levels in our denomination, we chose to offer a 
time for us to share our views and hear the views of others. 
In addition to allowing discussion, we expected the Input Project would identify areas that would need further discus-
sion among us as the Church, both the denomination and St. Mark’s, walks into the future.

I want to emphasize that the Input Project was NOT a vote on anything. NO decisions are being made based on the 
opinions of those who were able to participate in one of the discussion groups. These discussions were simply a chance 
to share thoughts.

You may visit this link to read the report: (redacted for online privacy). If you happened across our Messenger via the 
web, you may email the office at info@umcstmarks.org and request a copy of the report.

- Brenda Hunter

St. Mark's Monthly Finance Update
During the month of August, St. Mark’s expenses of $85,069 exceeded income of $81,014 by $4,055. As a result, St. 
Mark’s financial performance for the first eight months was as follows:

    Actual YTD  Budget YTD  Variance to Budget
  Total Income   $ 751,552    $ 826,464    $ (74,912)
  Total Expense      729,367        829,758      (100,391)
  YTD Difference    $ 22,185     $ ( 3,294)      $ 25,479
 
We have a year-to-date surplus of $22,185. Income was less than budget by $74,912, but this shortfall in income was 
offset by expenses that were $100,391 less than budget. The congregation has continued its generous support and 
committees are doing a wonderful job in controlling expenses. 

The Paycheck Protection Program loan has been completely utilized. St. Mark’s has filed a request for this government 
loan to be forgiven as provided under the terms of the CARES Act. We hope this request will be granted; it would have 
a significant positive effect on St. Mark’s financial results. 

Statements are being mailed out this week. If you have any questions regarding your statement, please contact Sherry 
Walker (sherry@umcstmarks.org).

Contributions can be made online at https://umcstmarks.org/giving or mailed to St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
1431 W. Magee Road, Tucson, AZ 85704. All mail is delivered to a locked mailbox. Thank you for your continued sup-
port!

- Bill Zermuehlen, Finance Chair
- Ruth Kester, Administration & Finance Coordinator
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A Special Message from PCOA
Dear family caregivers 
and community part-
ners,

Pima Council on Ag-
ing, Family Caregiver Support Program presents two new 
support offerings. The first is our long-awaited Friends 
and Neighbors Respite Program. Family caregivers can 
hire friends, church members, neighbors, agencies and 
relatives who live outside the home to provide respite 
care and get reimbursed for up to 40 hours/month up to 
$15/hour. Caregivers need a break from caregiving. This is 
a great way to take care of a loved one and care for one-
self at the same time. 

Secondly, we are offering a five-week training related to 
memory loss and associated losses when dealing with 
memory issues. It is called Finding Meaning and Hope and 
starts soon, so take a look and consider joining us for how 
to find hope while dealing with ongoing losses. You don’t 
have to be alone in caring for a loved one. We are here to 
walk through this journey with you. My contact informa-
tion is below should you have questions or want to discuss 
either offering.

Debbie Waring Th.M, MSN, RN
Family Caregiver Support Program Coordinator
Pima Council on Aging
8467 E. Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85710
(520) 305-3407
dwaring@pcoa.com

Pumpkins, Anyone?
The youth Pumpkin Patch at St. Mark’s is well-known 
in Northwest Tucson. So much so, that in 2019, when a 
hard freeze ruined the New Mexico crop and we didn’t 
get pumpkins, people were calling the office asking where 
they were. Well, not this year!
 
A semi-tractor/trailer full of pumpkins will pull into the 
south parking lot at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11. If you’re 
available that day, come on out and help us unload the 
truck full of pumpkins. Come-and-go help is also wel-
comed. You will want to bring gloves and sunscreen.

Each year, this experience proves that a little work is am-
ply rewarded with lots of fun and fellowship! This year will 
still be fun, but you’ll have to guess who your friends are, 
because we’ll all be wearing masks. That’s right, COVID-19 
safety procedures will be in place, so the unloading rou-
tine will look a little different. As much as we want to sell 
pumpkins, we want our friends to be safe even more. One 
advantage of being one of the happy unloaders is that 
there will be a wide variety of sizes and prices to choose 
from, and you get to shop early while the selection is 
great! Tell your friends – or better yet, bring them along!

Again this year, the youth are looking for adult volunteers 
who are available during the day to staff the patch un-
til school is out. If you can sign up for a two-hour shift 
(or several of them!) between noon and 6 p.m. Oct. 12-
31, we will sincerely appreciate it. You can sign up at the 
link under "Latest Update" on the St. Mark's website, or 
if you're reading this online, go here: https://www.signup-
genius.com/go/409094AABA623ABF85-20201. The Pumpkin 
Patch profits go to fund retreats, local service projects and 
youth missions such as Sierra Service Project.Mark Your Calendar for the 

Harvest Festival, COVID-style
The St. Mark’s Family 
Ministries Committee 
is excited to announce 
that the Harvest Festi-
val is going to be held 
on Oct. 24! Join us for 
a fun evening of cos-
tumes, drive-in movie 
style! The parking lot 
will open at 6 p.m., 
and a family friendly 
spooooooky movie will 

be shown at 6:30 p.m. This event will have to be limit-
ed for social distancing purposes, so watch for a signup 
coming soon to https://umcstmarks.org. People and car 
costumes are strongly encouraged!
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Christmas for 
Nash Elementary
Christmas will be here before we know it, COVID or 
not! The Nash Neighbors committee is planning to 
once again collect $25 gift cards (Walmart or Tar-
get) that will be distributed to deserving families at 
Nash Elementary to help make their Christmas a bit 
brighter. Families who can least afford it often seem 
to suffer the most in times such as this pandemic – 
loss of jobs, health issues, etc. and are even more 
at risk. In 2019, through your generosity, we made 
a gift of almost $5,000 in gift cards to Nash – which 
then helped 52 children in 23 families. Thank you!!

In spite of this unusual time for our church and com-
munity, you have shown on many occasions your 
commitment to helping others (e.g., ICS food col-
lections) and we trust you will help us collect even 
more cards/cash for a special Christmas at Nash. 
Collection dates will be Nov. 8-20 (with two Sundays 
included in case we are able to gather for worship 
by then, thus you can bring your cards/checks then). 
Here is a list of other ways you can contribute during 
the two weeks of Nov. 8-20:

Online giving. If you currently do your offerings on-
line, you will be able to add an amount of $25 or 
more, designated for Nash Christmas Gift Cards.
Mail a check (clearly marked for Nash Christmas 
Gift Cards) to the church. If using the mail, checks 
are preferable to mailing the actual cards. All mon-

ies received will be used to purchase cards from Walmart and Target.
Drop off cards or checks to the office (check for hours the office will be open in November).
Drive-through collections in the north parking lot on these dates, subject to change if we are worshiping at church on 
Sundays.
• 11 a.m. – noon Sunday, Nov. 8 
• 10 – 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 12         
• 11 a.m. – noon Sunday, Nov. 15
• 10 – 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 19

St. Mark’s family, we know your deep heart for helping both the students/faculty and families at Nash and we are trust-
ing you will once again be generous for this Christmas ministry outreach. Thank you. 

Sue Pierce, Nash Liaison
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Missions Ministry

We are well on our way to meeting and exceeding our 
Challenge goal for 2020. When the pandemic came our 
way earlier this year, our church leadership recognized 
the increased need at our community food banks and 
asked our congregation to help. Our generous members 
have responded with more than 8,000 pounds of food 
donated so far this year. That is a lot of food and we have 
fed thousands of people in need!

The holiday season is approaching, and the food banks are 
estimating that we will need more than twice as much food 
this year compared to last year to serve those suffering 
from food insecurity. If you are able and you have not yet 
contributed, please consider donating. Pick up a few extra 
non-perishable items when you are shopping and bring 
them to our north parking lot between 10 and 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday or Saturday mornings. Every donation, big or 
small, will help someone in need.

I make many trips to Interfaith Community Services and 
its food bank. The staff and clients receiving donations 
are all so very appreciative of our efforts. The need is 
great. Together, we are making a positive impact in our 
community. Thank you. 

John Yost, ICS Liaison  

Missions Update ICS Food Drive
10,000-Pound 
Challenge!

The Missions Committee’s Sept. 6 disbursements were 
$1,200 to Youth on Their Own, an organization that 
provides financial assistance to homeless youth to stay 
in school and pursue opportunities that will lead to 
self-sufficiency; and $1,500 to TMM Family Services, an 
organization that provides housing and support services 
to children, families and seniors in need. Thanks to the 
congregation for your continued financial support to St. 
Mark’s UMC that makes our missions work possible.
     Pat Kittrell, Chair

Stand Up and MOVE for Kids
Here is an easy, fun way to support homeless kids in Tuc-
son. Due to COVID-19, Stand Up for Kids is sponsoring its 
first Virtual Event that will assist homeless children. St. 
Mark’s supports, through our Missions Committee, this 
important outreach and you all are invited, along with 
your family and friends, to participate in this virtual FUN 
event. More information below:

It is happening – October 8-12 – STAND UP AND MOVE 
FOR KIDS, TUCSON!

 You choose how to MOVE! Inside or out, will you walk, 
run, bike, dance or cheer others on?
 You choose the distance you want to MOVE! Will it be 
1 mile, 5K, 10K or a half-marathon?
    You choose where and when to MOVE! Pick any time 
during our virtual event weekend and move where you 
feel safe or sit back and sponsor others to MOVE!

Support Team Tucson in any amount or register to MOVE 
with us for $45.

When you register, you will receive:
 A Stand Up and Move race bib
 A commemorative cloth face mask
 A sticker
 A (post event) T-shirt designed by one of our youth.

Join today in this fight to help homeless youth during this 
pandemic! Visit https://www.standupforkids.org/move.

Lorri Jordan, Stand Up For Kids Liaison

Mobile Food Bank: 
Nash Neighbors vol-
unteers filled 100 
grocery bags of food 
items from the Com-
munity Food Bank 
for the first time this 
school year. Staff 
from Nash handed 
the bags out later 
that afternoon.
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School         and PreTeen Students! 

October Birthdays 
10/2 —Mosese Hala’ufia 
10/6—Kirk Jacobson  
(Sunday School Teacher) 
10/8—Vaughn Laos
10/11—Zachary Martin
10/13—Ken Martin  
(Faith Coach) 
10/23—Ashley Drake
10/27—Caroline McComb

Confirmation News

Our Confirmation class is off to a great start! Our stu-
dents have been meeting online over Zoom and working 
together using Google Classroom. It’s been an adventure, 
and they often have to teach their teachers technology 
while the teachers teach theology! 
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Happy Fall!!

It is hard to believe that two seasons have passed since 
we last saw each other. Just like the changing seasons, 
we also change, grow and go through different seasons 
of life. Our “Seasons” of life are not always as predictable 
as the holidays. We know that even if the temperature 
outside is still 100 degrees, Halloween will be on Oct. 31. 
Thanksgiving will be on the fourth Thursday of November 
and Christmas on Dec. 25. It is nice to have predictable 
events or seasons in our lives. The past seven months 
have shown us that there will always be parts of our lives 
that are not as predictable and are subject to change. Je-
sus’ love for us does not change – He is predictable! He is 
always with us. He is with us when our lives are going as 
we predicted and when things seem crazy and uncertain.

Until we can safely meet in person again, I will continue 
to send out weekly (predictable) Preteen emails. These 
emails will often include thoughts on scripture that you 
can discuss with your family; challenges; and crafts or 
activities. If you are a fourth- or fifth-grader and are not 
already receiving these emails, please send me a note at 
(see directory). I am looking forward to meeting in person 
again soon. 

Blessings – Julie

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!
Guys!! The pumpkins 
are coming! This year 
will look different than 
the past. (Of course …
because 2020, right?) 
But we still need help 
to unload these orange 
little guys. The truck is 
scheduled to come to 
St. Mark’s at 12:30 p.m. 

Oct. 11. Wear your mask, bring your work gloves, and be 
ready to unload that truck! We will need wheelbarrows 
for this project. If you have one the youth department can 
borrow, please let Kim or Rachel know!

Pumpkin Patch Workers Needed
Unloading the pump-
kins is just the begin-
ning of the fun! This 
pumpkin patch is our 
BIG fundraiser for youth 
missions. It helps offset 
costs for both Sierra Ser-
vice Project and Middle 
School Mission. Be sure 
to click the link on the 
Youth Group Facebook 
page, or under "Latest 
Update" at https://umc-
stmarks.org to sign up 

for a time slot to help sell. For more information or if you 
have questions, contact Kim or Rachel!

A Note From Your Leaders
Kim, Rachel, your 
Sunday School 
teachers and 
your Faith Coach-
es truly miss each 
and every one of 
you. We pray for 
you often. Until 
we can meet in 
person, we want 
to make sure that 
you are connect-
ed to us using technology! Each week, you either receive 
a text message or an email from us. The text message is a 
fun trivia question WITH PRIZES! The email usually has a 
fun activity for you to do. And don’t forget the weekly FB 
videos and Sunday FB Lives! There are so many options!

Remember to Zoom into Youth 
Group on the 3rd Sunday

We miss your 
faces!! We know 
that you see us 
each week on 
Facebook, but we 
miss seeing YOU! 
At 4:30 p.m. the 
third Sunday of 
every month, we 
have Zoom Youth 
Group. Middle 
School students 

have game time with Rachel, and High School has Sippin’ 
Over Scriptures with Kim. These meetings are immediate-
ly after our usual 4 p.m. Facebook Live. We send out the 
links before each meeting. Stay tuned!
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Christian Education Sunday 2020 Was Super Special
The church is not closed! This year our annual Third Grade Bible celebration on Sept. 13 was in two parts: First, the 
pastors joined the third-graders on Zoomday School to talk about the Bibles and their own experiences. Pastor Sharon 
blessed the Bibles and virtually gave each Bible. Next, a wonderful team from Children's Ministry went on the road and 
actually delivered the Bibles, with balloons and home-baked goodies! It was a special time in this different time. We pray 
for each of these special children who will use their new Bibles to grow in love for Christ and one another, and that we 
as a congregation will support them on their journeys.
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We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. 

Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Mary Sanders 
Ana Luisa Terrazas
Carol Underwood

Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher
Marge Frazer

PRAYER CORNER

CONDOLENCES
We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:

Jackie Vickers 
Judy Wickham 
Lindsay Williams

● Vicki Berglind and her family on the passing of Vicki's mother, Jean Wood. A memorial service was held 
in Mandan, ND on Sept. 8.
● The family of our sister in Christ Audrey Rode who left this world to be with our Maker early Sept. 4. A 
memorial service was held for her on Sept. 26.
● The family and friends of Caroline Demee, who passed away Sept. 4. Services are planned for Oct. 24 in 
our Memorial Garden.
● The family and friends of Jim Sanders, who died Sept. 7 at home. Services are being planned.
● Jenny and Dave Roberts on the unexpected death on Sept. 14 of their 17-year-old grandson, Tyler Woods. 
We surround Dave and Jenny, and Tyler's parents, Kathy and Chris, and sister Samantha, with God's com-
forting and healing love.
● Marge Frazer, wife of devoted servant of Christ and church leader, Darrel Frazer, who went from this life 
to new life in Christ Sept. 22. We extend sympathy to Darrel's and Marge's family and many friends. We 
give God thanks for Darrel's life and service. Services were held Oct. 7. 
● The family of Summer Sanchez for the passing of Ginger Barber, Summer’s stepmother. Ginger is survived 
by her husband, Ron, her sons Jason (and his wife, Amy) and Chris (and his wife, Katelynn), and her step-
daughters Elizabeth (and her husband, Rian), and Summer (and her husband Daniel). Between all of their 
children Ginger and Ron have 14 grandchildren. Thank you.
● The family and friends of Megan Krzmarzick, who took her final breath this side of eternity and passed 
from this life to new life in Christ on Sept. 28. Megan is the daughter of former Associate Pastor Tammy 
Hallam and her husband, Jack, and had battled cancer for more than four years. A memorial service was 
held Oct. 4 in Portland, OR.
● The family and friends of Donald Chester, who died suddenly at home on Oct. 3. Don was the husband 
of Doris Chester and the father of Kevin (Tricia) and Michael Chester. We include in our prayers Kevin and 
Tricia's children on the loss of their grandfather.

Loved Ones in the Military 
Please keep these people in your prayers. Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Christopher Lewis, grandson of Donald Lewis 
Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long  
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan  
and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug

Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Geoffrey Shafe, grandson of Mary Langemeier 
Jason Smith, grandson of Jerry & Judy Smith
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, daughter  
and son-in-law of Joyce Flick
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh;  
niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Alex Boettcher, grandson of Carla and Paul Boettcher
Christian Bowers, grandson of Doug & Charlotte Bowers 
Jon Chytka, nephew of Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Donna  Severson
Patrick Emmett, son of Julie Wiens 
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman 
Garrett Geer, grandson of Ellen Wise
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison  
and grandson of Joyce Flick 
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don & Ruth Kester
Don Lauver, Son-in-law of Linda Connolly
Sam Lennarson, grandson of John & Sherri Lennarson
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St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Sharon Ragland
Associate Pastors:

Rev. Stuart Salvatierra 
Rev. Dr. Evy McDonald

Sunday Worship
Livestreamed

9:45 a.m. 
umcstmarks.org

Facebook
YouTube

St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides information so you can pray for people and activities happening in and 
around church during the month. NOTE: The monthly Prayer Requests are located on the church website under the 
MINISTRIES tab, then CONGREGATIONAL CARE. Or if you are reading this online, follow this link:
https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/monthlyprayerlist_web10.20-1.pdf

October prayer requests

 Pray for good participation, and the safety and health of everyone attending the “We Gather Together” in-person worship times 
that will be held at church – scheduled to take place on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in October. Include prayers for the group 
theme, “Care Born ... Out of Solitude.” Ask God’s blessings for the additional effort our pastors, staff, the Tech Committee and various 
Safety Committee volunteers will provide. 

 Ask God’s blessing for the continuation of our yearlong sermon series, “Words for Life,” as we consider “Hard Words: Sacrifice, 
Power, Judging Others, and Tolerance” on Sunday mornings in October. 

 Pray for Pastor Sharon, Pastor Stuart and Pastor Evy as they continue to provide ministry, leadership and care for our congregation 
as some aspects of the shutdown begin opening up. Pray for their good health, safety and well-being in all situations. May they feel 
God’s presence and know His love for them each day.  

 Pray God’s wisdom and guidance for good decisions and leadership of our government leaders, health professionals, scientists and 
others as restrictions and guidelines change. Pray as businesses, schools, universities and events open up, and travel, shopping and 
gatherings begin again – that we will all stay healthy and be safe. 

 Pray God’s blessings for Pastor Sharon and Tricia Chester as they lead a Membership 101 class on 
Tuesday evening, Oct. 6, via Zoom. Pray for the people who are thinking about joining – being part 
of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church – and are seeking information to register and attend. 

 Ask God’s blessings for the St. Mark’s youth’s Pumpkin Patch fundraiser scheduled to begin on 
Sunday, Oct. 11. Pray for successful pumpkin sales this year, and ask God’s blessings for the plans to 
use those funds in the summer youth Sierra Service Project. Also, pray for several people to be avail-
able at 12:30 on Sunday afternoon, Oct.11, to help unload the truck and setup the Pumpkin Patch. 

 Pray for Pastor Kim Ogle and Rachel Mosher, and St. Mark’s young people participating in weekly 
Confirmation classes (generally eighth graders and older) that started Sept. 13. 

 Give thanks for the many St. Mark’s members and friends who participated, or continue to partic-
ipate, in the “White Fragility” study, the “21 Day Racial Equity Challenge” and “Be the Bridge” study. 
Pray for people to be open to listen to different opinions, to learn more about the history of people of 
color and to be willing to work together to make changes in our society. In this regard, pray for our 
willingness to be led by the Holy Spirit to deepen our relationships with Christ, with fellow believers 
and with others in our community. 

 Pray for the work of the St. Mark’s Lay Ministry Team (formerly Nominations Team) as they 
contact applicable committee and team leaders to determine lay people who will continue to serve 
and those who will leave some specific work. Pray God’s blessings as new people and those who will 
continue are identified to serve in our church next year. 

 Pray for the U.S. election process. According to the United Methodist Social Principles, “The 
strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens. The 
church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state.” Many of us feel the best 
way to do this as Christians is to be informed and then vote in the upcoming elections. 

 Give thanks for the ongoing donation of non-perishable food items from our congregation that 
go to the Interfaith Community Services Food Bank. 
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Reflections
I’d like to offer some words of encouragement and some 
information. I encourage you to:

● Keep coming to recorded worship on Sundays. Even 
though we’re separated by space and distance, worship 
connects us and helps all of us know more about God’s 
love. Worship on umcstmarks.org/live-worship, or St. 
Mark’s Tucson on Facebook, or UMC St. Mark’s Oro Valley 
on YouTube.
● Invite someone else to worship, too. People need what 
we have to offer – hope, messages about God’s love for all 
people, and practical ways of connecting faith to daily life. 
● Pray for all those who are working to bring recorded 
worship. Each week our music coordinator, music direc-
tors and others select and/or record pieces of worship and 
get them to our video production technicians by Wednes-
day night. We pastors record all the other pieces for wor-
ship, including prayers (except the sermon) and also get 
them uploaded by that time. The sermon is recorded and 
uploaded by Thursday noon. So sometimes that means 
things that happen on Thursday – Saturday don’t get in-
cluded in worship. That’s why we include current prayers 
on the postlude page in worship – those are added just 
before the recorded worship is sent to the three platforms 
on Saturdays.
● Keep giving. You have been extremely generous through-
out this year, including during the pandemic. Thank you 

so much. We need you to keep giving so we continue to 
give to missions, care for our campus, pay our staff and 
keep our ministries going. The main reason we keep giv-
ing, though, is because of all that God has done for us and 
gives us. I’m grateful every day.
● Participate in our 2021 stewardship campaign, “An-
chored in Hope.” In worship you’ve seen “Hidden Assets” 
videos, sharing a bit about the behind-the-scenes work 
of our staff. In the next few weeks you’ll hear others from 
our church talk about hope. Later in October you’ll receive 
a mailing and a commitment card for 2021. I encourage 
you prayerfully consider your commitment for 2021 – 
your gifts are needed.
● Pray earnestly for our community, state and country. As 
we move toward the presidential election, pray for the 
election of leaders who will strengthen our country for 
now and the future.
● Vote. We talk a lot in our country about our rights. Vot-
ing is a right and a responsibility. Vote prayerfully.
Watch for information about upcoming opportunities at 
our church. Our leaders’ team is prayerfully making plans 
for in-person worship – we don’t know for sure yet when 
that will be but will keep in close communication with 
you. God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to our 
good and gracious God!

Blessings, Sharon


