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It's Hip to Be Square
New QR code system is a convenient shortcut, not a replacement
In recent months, you may have noticed a lot of talk about 
a "QR code" or maybe you've noticed one on your screen 
during online worship, or on cards in the pews during in-per-
son worship.

There seems to be a bit of confusion about the QR code and 
its usage. It's important to note that it simply serves as a 
shortcut to various pages on our website and is not the only 
way to achieve what you'd like to achieve, be 
it a prayer request, giving during offering, reg-
istering your attendance or viewing the week's 
announcements or church bulletin.

So what does it do? Well, if you have a smart-
phone, you can point your camera at it (some 
older Android phones require an app that reads 
QR codes) and a link will pop up that takes you 
to the Sunday Tools page of our website. You 
can also reach that page by going here: 
https://umcstmarks.org/sunday-tools

From this page, you can go to the Attendance Sign-In page 
(https://umcstmarks.org/attendance), Online Giving page,
(https://secure.myvanco.com/YN82/home), Prayer Requests 
(https://umcstmarks.org/prayer-request), the church bul-
letin (https://umcstmarks.org/resources/bulletin) and the 
weekly announcements page
(https://umcstmarks.org/latest-update). 

As you can see, each of these items has a place where you 
can go to use them directly on our website if you'd rather do 
that; the QR code just offers one landing page from which 
you can reach all those places.

Why is this important? Well, it's not likely we will be bring-
ing back paper attendance pads or prayer request cards, or 
passing a physical offering plate, anytime soon. And we've 
greatly reduced the number of weekly bulletins we print, 
which includes the weekly announcements. We are less like-
ly to pass germs this way, and we save a lot of paper and 
money.

Giving is historically lower in the summer months, but we 
still have bills such as the salary and wages of our staff, 
equipment rental, supplies, utilities and missions contribu-
tions. We encourage you, if circumstances permit, to stay on 
top of your giving electronically, and using the QR code is 
a quick way to do it. You can choose to make a one-time 
contribution that particular week, or electronic giving can 
also help you automate your regular offering or other do-

nations to St. Mark's. For example, if you are currently giv-
ing on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 
52 checks a year or log onto the website each week. And if 
travel, illness or other circumstances, such as a pandemic, 
prevent you from attending services, this method of giving 
allows your payments to continue on an uninterrupted ba-
sis. Contributions can be debited automatically from your 
checking or savings account or processed using your credit 

or debit card. Also, you can designate when you 
would like your contributions deducted. There 
is no additional cost for using this giving option. 
To participate in electronic giving, visit our web 
site at www.umcstmarks.org/giving or click on 
the QR code provided in the pews or, if you are 
streaming services, it will be on your screen. 
And yes, if you prefer you can still mail a check 
or leave your offering in one of the Giving boxes 
at the back of the church!

Attendance registration is vitally important, 
whether you are attending in person or online. It helps with 
our congregational care – how St. Mark's takes care of you, 
our members! – for us to know who is with us each week, 
whether you're a member, occasional attender or a visitor, 
so please take just a moment to sign in. We do not sell this 
information or otherwise share it with outside parties. It is 
purely for our internal use. If you are worshiping online and 
don't find the QR code, you can go to our website, then tap 
the three red lines in the top right, then "Resources," then 
"Attendance." If you're on your smartphone please make 
sure to click on the arrow far right of "Resources" to bring up 
the options, then scroll down to attendance.

If you have been back to in-person worship, you will notice 
that the prayer cards we used to use are no longer present 
in the pews. Through the Prayer Request section of the web-
site you can make the same submissions you were able to 
make with the cards. You may ask, "Why not just go back 
to the cards?" The answer is simple: Not everyone is back 
in physical worship, so being able to take prayer requests 
through the website allows everyone, in person and online, 
to make requests for prayer.

A sample of the Sunday Tools QR code accompanies this ar-
ticle, so you can practice with it as much as you like in the 
privacy and comfort of your home.

Thank you for taking the time to do this. We appreciate you 
worshiping with us!
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Adult Sunday School
Sharing/Family Life: 9:30 a.m. Sundays, hybrid: room 17/18 
or via Zoom. Co-leaders: Rick Farnsworth and Terry Majewski 

Seekers: 11:15 a.m. Sundays via Zoom Led by Brenda Hunter 
and Kelly Deyoe (See church directory to email them for 
Zoom link.)

Discipleship Living
“Justice or Just Us?” by Rob Fuquay, Nicole Caldwell-
Gross, Jevon Caldwell-Gross, Sept. 30-Oct. 28: 6:30-8 p.m. 
Thursdays (in person/Zoom hybrid)
Confronting racism is not just a social or political matter, 
but a theological one. It is the Bible that calls us to pursue 
justice, and the Bible that calls us to oppose racism. Video-
based; no cost for participants. Leaders TBA

"I'm Black, I'm Christian, I'm Methodist," Nov. 1-22 (four 
w e e k s ) :  6:30-8 p.m. Mondays (in person/Zoom hybrid)

Ten personal narratives reveal the shared and 
distinct struggles of being Black in the Church, 
facing historic and modern racism. Ten Black 
women and men explore life through the lens 
of compelling personal religious narratives. 
They are people and leaders whose lives are 
tangible demonstrations of the power of a 
divine purpose and evidence of what grace 
really means in the face of hardship, disap-
pointment and determination. The book is 

available through Cokesbury and Amazon in 
various formats from $9.99+. Led by Judy Boroto 

Wednesday Morning Study Group 
10-11:30 a.m. beginning Sept. 8, room 17/18
A six-week study on Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave 
Faith by Tom Berlin. Jesus was a model of brave faith 
throughout his ministry on Earth. While he stood his ground 
when challenged by his enemies, do we demonstrate similar 
courage whenever confronted by our detractors? This study 
will challenge us to unlock the courage we already possess 
as Christ followers. Books available on various websites. 
Class Facilitator: Marcia Rostad 

ALL REGISTRATION IS ONLINE AT https://umcstmarks.org 
then go to "Classes" and then select "Adult Spiritual Growth 
Opportunities." Facilitators will then email you with specific 
information needed for each opportunity.

A Life-Changing Opportunity
Disciple Bible Study: Becoming Disciples Through Bible 
Study – TIME & DATE TBA DEPENDING ON PARTICIPANTS’ 
PREFERENCE

This 34-week study gives an overview of the 
entire Bible. It tells of the over-arching theme 
of God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s constant 
presence in our lives. 

From the beginnings of the Jewish faith; 
through their exodus and exile and 
reconstruction; to the life of Jesus and the 
Apostles and the beginnings of the Christian 

faith and church – this study challenges us, guides 
us, takes us to new depths and heights in our faith.

Don’t let the length of the study scare you! The format is 
flexible and can be done in six- to eight-week sections that 
are very manageable. We can schedule weekly or bi-monthly 
classes to best fit your schedule. We need eight people 
committed to learning the foundational texts of what we 
believe and why.

Come talk with Judy Boroto at the board in the courtyard 
on Sundays after both services. Come learn how your life 
and faith can grow in new ways. Now, in the midst of the 
divisiveness in our society, is the perfect time to come 
together to study and be led by our sacred text.

Open Minds Book Group  
9:30-11:30 a.m. Sept. 24: Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, 
and the Deadliest Hurricane in History, by Erik Larson 
(1999). On Sept. 8, 1900, the port city of Galveston, Texas 

was submerged by a category 5 hurricane that 
destroyed most of the residential area and 
killed more than 6,000 people. Based on tele-
grams and reports from meteorologist Isaac 
Cline, as well as the testimony of survivors, 
Larson presents a suspenseful account of 
what can happen when human arrogance 
meets an uncontrollable force of nature. 
The book is available from Amazon in 

paperback ($13.39) or on Kindle ($12.99) and from 
Barnes & Noble. Led by Celeste Pardee and Ann Reaban.

Bible Study
The 21-Day Wesley Challenge: To a More Authentic Faith
Sept. 12-Oct. 3: Weekly discussions at 6:30 p.m. Sundays 

(in person/Zoom hybrid) Note date changes. No 
interference with St. Mark's bells practice!
21 questions will engage us in our physical, 
spiritual, and emotional lives as well as our 
relationship with God and others. Each 
question includes Scripture, prayer and 
thoughts for reflection. Book is available on 
Cokesbury or Amazon. Lead facilitator: Judy 
Boroto. Other leaders TBA.  

Unnamed Women of the Bible
Sept. 7- Oct. 5: 1-2:30 p.m. Tuesdays  (in person)
Not for women only!!! Come explore those women who 
are simply referred to in Scripture as someone’s mother, or 
daughter, or simply a woman to whom something happened 
but no name was given. Your Bible is your text. Led by Rev. 
Helen Schindler

Expanding Your World
Comparative Religions
Sept. 9- Oct. 14: 2-3:30 p.m. Thursdays  (in person)
What are the main differences and basic similarities between 
the major religions of the world? Join in this video-based 
class to see what doctrines and beliefs underlie these. No 
text. Led by Marlyce Wright 
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The St. Mark's Fine Arts and Crafts Guild 
will host its annual Masterpiece Festival 
on Nov. 6 and is now accepting vendor 
applications. If you or someone you know 
are interested in selling handmade art or 
crafts, contact Clay Thompson  (facg@
umcstmarks.org) for information about 
different types of space availability. 

Vendor application forms are available 
at the St. Mark’s website, https://
umcstmarks.org, under the "Resources" 
dropdown menu, then click on "Forms." 
Deadline is Oct. 1. We look forward to 
hearing from you and having another 
very successful show.

Call for Artists 
and Artisans

(Southwest corner of La Cañada and Magee) 

Over 60 vendors displaying unique  
gifts and one-of-a kind crafts of  

handmade ceramics, jewelry, art,  
holiday items, and more. 

12th Annual Arts & Crafts Show
Sponsored by our Fine Arts & Grafts Guild

Door Prize Drawings • Food • Free Admission • Free Parking!
Masterpiece   Festival

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6

Vendor application deadline is Oct. 1. 

On July 28, several members from the Nash Neigh-
bors committee delivered five carloads of school 
supplies to Nash Elementary. We thank the congre-
gation for the school supplies and monetary dona-
tions. The teachers at Nash gratefully appreciate 
all the supplies our church contributes each school 
year. Thank you for another successful year!

   Nash Neighbors Committee

Come and See ...
Summer is almost over. Children are back to school. The 
winter residents are getting ready to return. That means it 
is getting close to time for the St. Mark's 2022 Stewardship 
Campaign, which the Finance Committee is in the early stag-
es of planning. You will hear witnessing about personal jour-
neys of faith, service to the church, gifts, prayers and more. 
The campaign will 
touch on all five of 
the membership 
vows. I hope you 
will find the 2022 
Stewardship Cam-
paign inspiring. 
"Come and See"!

Bill Zermuehlen
Finance Committee

A Study for Younger Adults
Pastor Lynn invites Common Grounds, Family Ministries and 
parents of PreTeens and youth to a new discussion time.

4-6 p.m. Sundays, Sept. 12 and Sept. 26 in the church library
PreTeens and youth will meet as usual. Contact Rachel 
Mosher if you have questions!

We kicked off on Aug. 29 with a fun discussion of the book 
of James in the New Testament, which gives us a chance to 
reflect on the nature of Christian service and how we can 
continue our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world by engaging with our wider 
community in acts of service. There is much to discover and 
discuss in the short letter that applies to our world today. 
Pastor Lynn will lead an informal discussion on the Scripture 
passage from the morning's worship, plus anything else that 
comes up in our lives as parents and/or youngish adults in 
the world. Come one week, or come to them all! No prepa-
ration is necessary; come as you are!
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The St. Mark's Rainbow Fellowship will meet at 9 a.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 19 in the church library (following all applicable 
COVID protocols effective at that time, including the re-
quirement of wearing masks while inside church buildings). 
All who identify as LGBTQ – no matter age or membership 
status! – are welcome to join us for this time of fellowship. 
Please contact Melinda Sims at rainbow@umcstmarks.org to 
RSVP or if you have any questions.

Our Annual Church Conference will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 3 in person. 
Our district superintendent, Rev. Matt 
Ashley, will lead us in the annual business 
meeting. All are welcome to attend; church 
members may vote. Save the date! 

Annual Church Conference 

Just Breathe Yoga Returns
in Person and via Zoom
The Gospels tell us to "Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your mind, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength." Just Breathe, inspired by Holy Yoga®, provides 
an opportunity for fellowship with others while stretching, 
practicing controlled breathing techniques and reflecting on 
Scriptures, while building flexibility and strength.

You can choose between taking classes in person or online. 
We meet at 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Fridays in the Fellow-
ship Hall or via Zoom. The Zoom "room" will open at 10:15 
a.m. Masks are required for those attending in person.

There is a suggested donation of $5 per class. This cost cov-
ers instructor pay, purchase of materials, Holy Yoga® schol-
arships and charitable donations to other ministries. There is 
also a one-time waiver to sign before joining.

Leader Tricia Chester is a registered and certified Holy Yoga 
Instructor. She also holds a certification in Children and Youth 
Yoga. Tricia has been teaching a Holy Yoga-inspired class at 
St. Mark's since 2018.

If you are interested in trying a gentle, Scripture-based 
yoga practice, please email Tricia@umcstmarks.org for the 
Zoom link, waiver, or more information.

Art Wanted!
Did you pick up a new hobby during quarantine? Would 
you like to share your work with your fellow members 
and friends? We are looking for painters, writers and 
sketch artists, and watercolor, digital, nature or still life 
artists! Our Welcome Center will soon be opening, and 
we need our wonderful artist community to sign up to 
display their works for all to admire. Contact Shelley 
Gault to set up time and space for your work at shelley@
umcstmarks.org or 520-297-2062. We look forward to 
displaying your creative works this fall.

Lay Visitation Training
You may have noticed in worship that instead of having an 
announcement time at the beginning of the service, we have 
been having a time of opportunities to 
serve God and one another around the 
time of offering. We have some excit-
ing things happening in the Lay Visita-
tion ministries of our church. We will 
be training new Lay Visitation Ministers very soon for a va-
riety of visitation opportunities including home visits, care 
center visits with one of our forming Care Center Teams, and 
calling people to grow in relationships with them.

The training classes for new Lay Visitors will be held from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Oct. 4, 11 and 18. These classes will have a 
hybrid of in-person and Zoom participants. If this is a calling 
upon your heart from the Holy Spirit or you are just plain cu-
rious please contact Pastor Stuart, stuart@umcstmarks.org.

Find Your Balance With
Pima Council on Aging
Pima Council on Aging will have an in-person "A Matter of 

Balance" class at its east-
side location, 8467 E. 
Broadway, starting Sept. 
13. These eight sessions 
are designed to build con-
fidence in moving about 

by going in-depth on the mental aspect of "staying verti-
cal," including many more proactive steps to prevent falling. 
It is an interactive workshop that builds on group-shared 
knowledge, experience and questions – facilitated through 
the workbook material by the program coordinator, who is 
passionate about the subject and has conducted this suc-
cessful program for many years. Suggested donation, $30 for 
workbook and supplies. Class size restricted; masks and dis-
tancing required. Please call 520-305-3410 for registration 
information.

We are seeking a PreTeen and Soul Station Children’s Min-
istries Coordinator. If you love kids and you’re interested 
in doing fun stuff with them on Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings, check out this job posting:
https://tinyurl.com/stmarkschildren

If interested, email a cover letter and resume to Pastor 
Kim, kim@umcstmarks.org.
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We conclude our report from Annual Conference by 
describing some of our learning opportunities and the 
business matters that were considered.

There were a number of opportunities for learning. 
During the laity session, Pastor Gina Pollard spoke about 
grief: how to recognize it, its sources and how to survive 
it. Bishop Robert Hoshibata spoke about the gifts from the 
COVID pandemic. For example, he had the time to learn 
more about the issues and challenges of racial equity and 
equality. We learned more about various missions of the 
United Methodist Church, including those we are familiar 
with such as United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) as well as some we may not be so familiar with. 
For example, the conference 
supports United Methodist 
Outreach Ministries (UMOM), 
which works in Phoenix to 
combat homelessness.

We voted on some agenda items and received some reports 
and recommendations. We voted on financial items: There 
was NOT a request for an increase in total budget – it will 
remain the same as last year. (As an aside: the conference 
was so fiscally responsible this year that they rewarded 
churches who had faithfully paid their apportionments 
by waiving one month of apportionments. St. Mark's was 
duly rewarded!) We voted on procedural items – how the 
conference should impose term limits on the members 
of the conference Covenant Council, and who should 
have voting privileges. We voted on processes to address 
concerns of discrimination among the clergy. We voted 
to provide training for the leadership at the conference 
level, down to local church congregations, concerning the 
issues of diversity and inclusivity. We received a report 
from the "Dream Team," which was assembled after the 
2019 Special General Conference amid concerns about the 
continued exclusion of the LGBTQ+ community from full 

Desert Southwest Annual  
Conference Report, Part 2

participation in the United Methodist Church. The team's 
task was to dream about what a new Methodist church 
might look like if a new denomination were to evolve. 
This team of five members included Rev. Sharon Ragland, 
Rev. David Devereaux, Rev. Dr. Dottie Escobedo-Frank, 
Rev. Jonathon Hall, and Regina Walker. They were tasked 
with thinking outside of box. One example among many: 
Perhaps the Annual Conferences should be organized as 
a hub, and not top-down as they are now. For example, 
in our conference, the number of district superintendents 
would be increased from four to 12, with each supervising a 
cluster of churches and not a whole district. The number of 
superintendents would increase because they would also 
serve 2/3 of their time in a local church with only 1/3 time 

in a supervisory capacity. This 
paragraph is only a summary 
of the formal business. If 
you would like more detail, 
including watching videos 
from the conference, please 

go to https://dscumc.org/annual-conference/ or contact 
any of the delegates.

This annual conference also illustrated the cycles in the 
United Methodist Church. It was the last year that Bishop 
Hoshibata would lead us. It marked the end of the last 
year that Rev. Sharon Ragland would serve us before her 
retirement, and it marked the beginning of the first year 
that Rev. Lynn Bartlow would lead us. (You can see a video 
with words from all the retirees here: 
https://vimeo.com/560317872 )

We thank all of you for honoring us with the opportunity 
to serve as lay delegates to the 2021 Annual Conference of 
the Desert Southwest.

Don Booth, Casey Compernolle, Kelly Deyoe, Mark Hrabe, 
Brenda Hunter, Ruth Kester, Josh Smith 

St. Mark's Begins New Trek Toward Social Justice!
Many of you remember that in response to racial justice issues that enflamed our nation in 2020, our Adult Spir-
itual Growth team offered a season of learning about racism, equity and justice. Many who participated in the 
three studies felt called to do more; as a result, the Racial Equity Task Force was born. Co-sponsored by the ASG 
and Church and Society committees, the task force developed a vision for a future where "St. Mark's is a beacon 
of racial justice and compassion." After months of meetings, the task force has completed a Racial Justice Plan and 
Racial Equity Self-Assessment tool, both of which were approved for implementation by the Covenant Council on 
Aug. 17. These tools give pastors, committees and other work groups suggestions for ways to incorporate racial 
equity and diversity into the way we do business at St. Mark's UMC. Our mission is to open hearts and minds to 
listen, learn and take actions to foster racial justice and social equity within our own church community and into 
the world. This is a bold step we are taking, as we follow Jesus along a path that offers love and compassion to ALL. 
Thank you, St. Mark's, for getting on board the justice train! If you have any questions about this new focus area, 
please contact Pastor Kim Ogle, kim@umcstmarks.org.
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Missions Ministry
Missions Committee Update
No Mission Partner Left Behind!
This past year has been difficult for many of us for many 
different reasons. Each of us could probably write our 
own personal list of ways our lives have been impact-
ed. Thousands of individuals and families have suffered. 
The need for help from nonprofit organizations is tre-
mendous, but with so many unable to help, it has been 
challenging for the nonprofits to meet the need. 

Thanks to our unwavering commitment to missions and 
the generosity of our congregation, St. Mark's has been 
a beacon of light. Every one of our past mission partners 
that are still operational will receive at least as much 
support this year from St. Mark's as they have in past 
years. Some will receive more. That is phenomenal! Our 
partners are so very grateful. Thank you for supporting 
St. Mark's and our mission partners. St. Mark's is a very 
special place. 

John Yost, Missions Committee Chair 

Missions news continued on page 8

Two Opportunities to Get 
Involved on 'Day of Service'
Sept. 11 has been designated as a National Day of Service. 
Missions is offering two very different ways our St. Mark's 
congregation can participate.

First, the Community Food 
Bank of Southern Arizona is 
hosting its annual Hunger-
Walk on Sept. 11. This is the 
food bank's largest fund-
raising event! Neighbors 

can get out, get active and 
give back in support of hunger relief.  This year’s hybrid de-
sign of the traditional HungerWalk event offers several ways 
to participate, including attending a socially distanced meet-
up walk event, taking a do-it-yourself walk route, or choos-
ing your own favorite trail. Or you can donate to support a 
walker. Please help spread the word! For more information, 
visit https://www.communityfoodbank.org/HungerWalk.

The second Day of Service opportunity helps families with 
babies. Last year, Interfaith Com-
munity Services asked volunteers 
to do small food drives in their 
neighborhoods (nearby houses). 
We placed flyers by our neighbors' 
front doors, asking them to leave 
food donations at a designated spot for pickup on 9/11 and 
then we delivered the food to ICS. One member reports he 
dropped the flyers at 60 houses last year (way more than the 
10-20 suggested) and received donations from 20-25 neigh-
bors and almost 400 lb. of food! This year, ICS is focusing 
on diapers and wipes. To download this year's fillable flyer, 
click here: 
https://tinyurl.com/dayofservice2021. 

Donations Needed for 
TIHAN Poz Cafe 

"… COVID-19 has derailed the 
fight against HIV, siphoning away 
many health workers and other 
resources and setting back a U.S. 
campaign to decimate the AIDS 
epidemic by 2030." This news 
comes from an Associated Press 
article that ran in the Aug. 3 Ari-
zona Daily Star.

In our church's ongoing support 
of the Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network, we are working 
with their POZ Cafe event in November and need a number 
of items for Care Packages given to participants. This year 
St. Mark's has been asked to supply 300 rolls of toilet pa-
per, 105 boxes of tissues, 100 bars of soap and 40 bottles 
of dish detergent.

We hope our congregation will continue to be generous in 
our contributions to this project. Our collection dates are 
Sept. 5 and 19. Place your donated items in the blue bins 
on the east patio before and between worship. You can also 
bring them to the church office. 

Blessings! The HIV/AIDS Committee

Volunteer at the Community Food Bank
Perhaps the biggest need at the Community Food Bank of 
Southern Arizona is YOU! If you or your family or friends 
have extra time and are looking for a volunteer opportunity, 
the Community Food Bank could use your help. 
They need help with:
• Emergency Food Bag & Box Production, 8-11 a.m. Tues. 

– Fri. https://tinyurl.com/CFBfoodboxes
• Outdoor Food Distribution, 6:30-10:30 a.m. Tues. – 

Thurs. https://tinyurl.com/CFBdistribution 
To see various events we are doing (such as HungerWalk 
2021!) or are invited to participate in, visit 
https://volunteer.communityfoodbank.org/event.
If you are interested in any of these, go to 
volunteer@communityfoodbank.org to sign up.
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School         and PreTeen Students! 

Events Calendar
Middle and High School Students

Sunday, Sept. 5  NO YOUTH–Labor Day Weekend
Sunday, Sept. 12 4-6 p.m.     Backyard BBQ
SATURDAY, Sept. 18 2-5 p.m.     Mission: Impossible 
     District Event
Sunday, Sept. 19 NO YOUTH
Sunday, Sept. 26 4-6 p.m.     Youth Serve Weekend
 

September Birthdays 
Sept. 3—Lucy Newell
 Rachel Mosher (youth director)
Sept. 5—Aliciana Hyde
Sept. 9—Daniel Titzel
Sept. 11—Charlotte Chester
Sept. 21—Tristan Turner

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 

Sunday School
The youth at St. Mark's have so much fun! We have both 
Sunday School AND youth group. Sunday School meets at 
10 a.m. each week (except the fifth Sunday) in the Wesley 
House. Come meet with other youth from St. Mark's for 
some relaxed discussion time with our amazing Sunday 
School teachers!

Labor Day
Remember – Sept. 6 is Labor Day, and you do not have 
school! You get to sleep in. Isn't it lovely!? We won't meet 
on Sept. 5; enjoy the long weekend with your family. See 
you at the Backyard Barbecue on Sept. 12!

Backyard BBQ
Rachel's absolute favorite meal is any-
thing barbecued. There is something 
so relaxing and fun about a backyard 
barbecue, right!? Join us from 4-6 p.m. 
Sept. 18 in the backyard of the Wesley 
House for a fun backyard barbecue! 
We will have yard games, food and 
friends! What more could you ask for? 
(Note: We usually do not have food at 
youth group, so you can go home and have dinner with your 
families. This is a special treat!! If you want to eat with your 
family, that's fine! Come for the fun and friends!)

Mission: Impossible
We were SO bummed to have to 
postpone the District Lock-In in Au-
gust. But don't worry – we have an 
awesome event planned for Satur-
day, Sept. 18. Join with other youth 
from around the district for Mission: 
Impossible, Park Edition! Join us 
from 2-5 p.m. at Brandi Fenton Park 
to complete missions (should you choose to accept them) 
with youth from all over Southern Arizona. Questions? Con-
tact Rachel. Ready to sign up? Scan the QR code! 

Social Media
Did you know the St. 
Mark's Youth Group has 
social media pages!? 
We have both a Face-
book and an Instagram, 
where you can see what 
is coming up at youth 
group, view pictures 
from our events and 
check out the Question 
of the Week (and respond to it, too)! Scan the QR codes to 
check the pages out! No social media? No problem! Just 
email or text Rachel, and she will keep you in the loop.

Goose
Chase
Thank you so much 
to everyone who 
joined us on our 
GooseChase on 
Aug. 22. We had 
so much fun com-
pleting Missions 
like "up in the air," 
"RAWR!" and "need 
for speed." Check 
out these amazing 
submissions!



8

Are you a student in fourth or fifth grade? Did you know 
St. Mark's has a special program JUST FOR YOU!? Come 
hang out from 4-6 p.m. on Sundays for some fun, friends 
and fellowship! We always have fun activities and pro-
grams just for you. We meet in rooms 8 and 9. You do 
NOT want to miss it!

PE RMI SSION SLIP 

CONFIRMAT ION 
Confirmation class here at St. Mark's is for students who are 
in grades eight through 12 and have not yet been confirmed. 
If you did not receive a letter from Rachel last week (or you 
did, but you haven't responded yet) and would like to partic-
ipate in this year's Confirmation class, email Rachel! Confir-
mation will meet during the Sunday School hour in room 20 
starting on Sept. 12.

It’s a new year, time for a new permission slip! Go to the 
church website at https://umcstmarks.org/resources/forms 
and download the 2021-2022 permission slip. You can either 
scan it and email it in, or you can bring it with you to church! 
This is both our registration form and permission slip, so be 
sure to turn it in ASAP!

QUE ST ION OF T HE W E E K 
Have you ever pondered whether ketchup could be classi-
fied as a smoothie? Or maybe which musician would make 
the best teacher? Have you ever thought about which mov-
ie you would like to star in? All of these questions are very 
important! Check out our Questions of the Week, and give 
your input! Each week at youth group, a new Question of the 
Week will be on the white board in the Wesley House. Come 
write your answer, and see what everyone else thought too! 
The questions will also be posted on our social media and 
will stay up through the next Sunday School, so you have 
plenty of time to respond!

Missions Committee Seeks 
Volunteers
Do you have some extra time? Are you a regular attendee or 
member of St. Mark's, looking for a way to get more involved 
in our church? Are you thinking about getting involved in 
something new but are unsure?

The No. 1 priority of St. Mark's is to "bring Christ to the world 
by taking Church out into the world." Through our work with 
our missions part-
ners, that is what 
the Missions Com-
mittee is all about. 
We are looking for 
new members to 
help in our work. If 
you have an inter-
est, please contact 
Missions Commit-
tee Chair John Yost 
at missions@umc-
stmarks.org or see 
church directory for 
phone number. 

ICS Food Bank Collection Update
We continue to do great work in collecting food donations for 
the northwest food bank at Interfaith Community Services. 
Our generous congregation has donated more than 16,000 lb. 
of food this year and more than 32,000 lb. since we began 
last spring, when the COVID pandemic arrived. We have nev-
er missed dropping off at least two collections every week. 
Because of our unwavering support, clients visiting the food 
bank receive more food than they would have otherwise. That 
is life changing! Thank you so much for your help and support! 

We are still collecting food donations from 10-11 a.m. every 
Tuesday and Saturday in the church's north parking lot. If 
those times do not work for you, you can drop off your do-
nations at the church office during normal business hours. All 
donations big or small are very much appreciated.

Most-needed food items: 
 Peanut Butter 
 Boxed Breakfast Cereal 
 Dry Pasta – Spaghetti and Macaroni 
 Spaghetti Sauce 
 Macaroni and Cheese 
 Canned Meat, Tuna, and Chicken 
 Canned Ravioli, Spaghetti O's, and Chili 
 Boxed Instant Mashed Potatoes 
 Dry Beans and Rice
 Boxed Stuffing Mix
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St. Mark's Financial Report
The St. Mark's financial results through July are shown below:

Actual Budget Plus/Minus
Income  $666,791  $677,074  ($ 10,283)
Expense  579,914  611,916  ( 32,002)
Net Income  $86,877  $ 65,158  $ 21,719

The financial results for July reflect a loss of $21,548, which definitely shows we are in the summer months. July's income 
was $70,768, and expenses totaled $92,316, which included the Missions committee's third-quarter distributions. Summer 
is the time of year when we begin to use the surplus accumulated from earlier months. St. Mark's is still in a good financial 
position, but we hope that no large, unforeseen expenses arise. We have been using some of our air conditioners for quite 
a few years, so the committee voted at the July meeting to move $30,000 from Unrestricted Fund to Capital Reserves. This 
will give the Trustees the additional funds needed to replace two air conditioning units and to repair a plumbing leak that has 
resulted in pooling water in the south parking lot. Hopefully once we get through the summer, there will be some extra funds 
for the Trustees' desired-but-unbudgeted projects.

Statements went out in July. If you have any questions regarding your 2021 giving, please contact Sherry Walker (sherry@
umcstmarks.org). Thank you for your generous contributions. 

The Finance Committee has begun work on the 2022 Stewardship Campaign. This year our theme is from John 1:39. Jesus 
was gathering his disciples. They asked where he was staying and he replied with a wonderful, mysterious invitation – "Come 
and See." 

Bill Zermuehlen, Finance Chair, and Ruth Kester, Administration & Finance Coordinator

Welcome, New Members! Class of Summer 2021
Cut out this page and add to your church directory

Ray Legner | 

Ray has been in regular attendance at St. Mark's for many years, though only recently did he decide to be-
come a member. He has volunteered as liturgist and with Handy Hands. Outside of St. Mark's, Ray is an avid 
tennis player.

Jean Novak | 

Jean is a recent transplant from Ishpeming, Mich. She lives at Mountain View Village across the street 
from the church. Jean has five adult children spread out in Arizona, Utah, Wisconsin and Georgia. She is 
active with the United Methodist Women and loves to knit.

Lori Perkins |   

Lori likes to keep busy with her work in the postpartum unit at Northwest Women's Center, singing 
with the Chancel Choir, fostering kittens for the Humane Society, and staying physically active. Lori calls 
Delano, Minn. her hometown and is transferring her membership to St. Mark's from Aldersgate UMC in 
Charlottesville, Va.

Mary Grimsey 

Mary's hometown is Newfield, N.Y. She learned of St. Mark's from her children: Gord & Lori Grimsey 
and Molly & Wayne Butler. Mary enjoys reading, Bible study, and gardening. She and her husband, Fred, 
usually attend our 9:45 a.m. online service.
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St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Lynn Bartlow
Associate Pastor:

Rev. Stuart Salvatierra 
Christian Formation  

and Outreach Pastor:
Kim Ogle

Sunday Worship
In person

8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Livestreamed
9:45 a.m.

umcstmarks.org/live-worship
YouTube:

UMC St. Mark's Oro Valley
or access the YouTube link

via Facebook
St. Mark's UMC Tucson

Dear Church Family...

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. You may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or on our website under "Resources" then "Prayer Request." 

Judy Drescher
April DuBoce
Marge Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier

Don Beene
Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman
Jim Deyoe

PRAYER CORNER

Mary Sanders 
Ana Luisa Terrazas
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers 

Altar Flowers
One of the ways our congregation serves the church is to provide altar flowers for 
Sunday worship. This year, there are still some openings for altar flowers. If you wish to 
dedicate flowers for one or more Sundays, simply sign up on the board in the Sanctuary 
narthex. Please write your name and phone number next to the week(s) you wish to 
donate flowers. It is a great way to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and graduations or 
to honor loved ones.

Jon and I thank you for all the ways we received care and prayers during his recent hospitaliza-
tion and foot recovery. He is thankfully up and about again! Now, hoping to "pay it forward." 
Laurie and Jon Schladweiler

A special thanks to members of our choirs who put our hymnals and Bibles back in our pews. 
Another special thanks to our maintenance coordinator, Johnny Slovak, for bringing them back 
to campus for us. We are all ready to make a joyful noise together in worship! 
Pastor Lynn

My heartfelt thanks to everyone who prayed for my brother, Charles, and his family near the 
end of his life, and for the many cards and kind expressions of sympathy I received following his 
death. 
Pat Adams

Our family thanks all who sent cards and offered words of condolence at the passing of our 
mother, Jan Hrabe. Special thanks go to those who helped in preparation and participated in the 
Celebration of Life service on Aug. 28. With the Zoom link, friends and family from all around 
the world were able to view.  The service was recorded and will be available for sharing soon.
Mark and Marjie Hrabe

CONDOLENCES
We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the family and friends of Ron Patton, who died Aug. 4. He and his 
wife, Beth, moved to Vermont some time ago, and that is where he enjoyed his last days.

A memorial service to honor the life and legacy of Virginia "Ginny" Johnson, who left this earth July 11, will take place 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 11 in the Fellowship Hall. Ginny is the mother and mother-in-law of Kathy and Steve Narney.
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Calendar Notes 
Thursday, Sept. 2
  9 a.m. Quilters, Rm 17/18
  6 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

Saturday, Sept. 4
10 a.m. Food donation collection, N. parking lot

Sunday, Sept. 5
  8 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Online Service, website and YouTube 
10 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary 
10 a.m. Children and Youth Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Seekers, Zoom
  6:30 p.m. 21-Day Wesley Challenge, Zoom

Monday, Sept. 6
LABOR DAY: OFFICE CLOSED

6 p.m. Bells of St. Mark's Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Tuesday, Sept. 7
10 a.m. Holy Yoga, Fellowship Hall/Zoom
10 a.m. Food donation collection, N. parking lot
  1 p.m. Unnamed Women of the Bible, Rm 20
6:30 p.m. Children's Ministry meeting, Zoom
  7 p.m. Al-Anon, Library

Wednesday, Sept. 8 
10 a.m. Morning Study Group, Rm 17/18
10:30 a.m. Chronic Illness & Pain Support Group, Zoom
Noon BULLETIN DEADLINE
6:15 p.m. Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. Finance Committee meeting, Zoom
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Afghanistan is in the news with the 
U.S. military pull-out and Taliban ad-
vances. North Korea is the only coun-
try with more Christian persecution. 
Afghan Christians are forced to meet 
in secret in homes. Those who are ar-
rested face prison, torture and mar-
tyrdom. To learn more, check these 
links. 
• https://tinyurl.com/opendoorsUSA 
• https://tinyurl.com/afghanistanopendoorsUK
• https://tinyurl.com/persecutionarticle
• https://tinyurl.com/persecutionmap

If you would like more information about persecuted Chris-
tians or to join the St. Mark’s Worldwide Christian Support 
Task Force, email us at christiansupport@umcstmarks.org or 
drop us a note in our mailbox at the church office on week-
days.

St. Mark's United Methodist 
Women Monthly Meeting
The St. Mark's United 
Methodist Women will 
check in with each other 
and share prayer requests 
and answers to prayers at 
its monthly meeting at 10 
a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 14 via 
Zoom. The group has con-
sidered ways to conduct hybrid meetings (in-person and 
Zoom combined) but has decided it is safer at the moment 
to meet online. At the meeting, the group hopes to share 
plans for future activities and fundraisers to take place in the 
next few months. All women are invited. You don't have to 
be a member of St. Mark's or UMW to attend.

Secretary Kay Hayworth will send the Zoom link to UMW 
members around Friday, Sept. 10. If you wish to receive the 
Zoom information, email Kay at (see church directory).

Update from Worldwide 
Christian Support Task Force
Afghanistan is No. 2 on the 
Open Doors USA Watchlist

Pastor Stuart Did What?!?!
For those who haven't heard by now, I'm happy to share with you all that I got mar-
ried on June 6. There has been so much going on around the church in the last couple 
of months that we have not brought this news in front of the congregation as a whole 
in a formal way. Things have calmed down a small amount and we thought that it 
was more than time to share this news with everyone! My wife, Alicia, and I met a 
couple of years ago and we are so excited to be starting our life together. We have 
established a home together and are incredibly happy. She won't often be at church, 
as she often works on Sunday mornings and I don't want to be her pastor, but she 
will be around periodically when she can fit it into her schedule. We have been very 
appreciative of the care and support that we have received from the St. Mark's com-
munity. Thank you all so much!

Many blessings,
Stuart and Alicia
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If you would like to receive the 
Messenger electronically and 
discontinue your paper copy,  

submit a request to  
messenger@umcstmarks.org

Reflections

Address Service Requested

1431 W. Magee Rd. Tucson, AZ 85704

Living Into Our Mission Statement
Slogans have a way of getting stuck in your head, don't 
they? Advertising and psychologists alike would tell you 
short phrases will be easier to remember than long ones. 
Three to five words are best. Eat Fresh. Be All You Can Be. 
The Few, The Proud. Good to the Last Drop. Mikey likes 
it. And of course, Just Do It. You likely know each of these 
products, just from their catchy slogans. 

Do you know the slogan for our church? For a while 
the United Methodist Church had the slogan "Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors." There was an entire 
denominational advertising campaign to raise awareness 
of the UMC because marketing research found that we 
simply weren't known. It was a great slogan, and one 
that St. Mark's has tried to live up to. I have been told 
repeatedly that we are a church that cares for one another 
and the world. We have a commitment to spiritual growth 
for all ages, even adults. We have shown over and over 
that we welcome anyone who comes. Good job, church.

But beyond our denominational slogan from the past, 
St. Mark's has its own slogan. It's actually our mission 
statement, and it's longer than five words. But I wonder if 
you know it? It's on my business card. It's on our bulletin 
each Sunday. It's even here in our newsletter. More than 
the denominational slogan, this mission statement tells 

the world both who we are and what we believe we are 
called to do. It's a reality that is also an aspiration. 

Do you know it? 

Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people. 

Every piece of this statement is important. We don't exist 
for ourselves, but we exist because of Jesus Christ in order 
to care for people and change the world. If our work 
doesn't change the world, then we are no better than a 
social club. If Christ is not at the center, then we're no 
different than the Kiwanis or Rotary who do good work. If 
we aren't caring, then we aren't leading after the example 
of Christ. If all people aren't welcome, then we just placed 
ourselves in the same place as the religious authorities in 
Jesus' time who put limitations on God. 

We have a great history of living out our mission statement. 
What does it look like to continue to live it out in the post-
pandemic world? I pray we continue to be faithful to 
God's guidance as we seek to be the church in this time. 
The world needs Christ. How will we care for all people 
until the world is changed for Christ? It's not just a slogan. 
Let's live this into reality. 

See you soon. 
Pastor Lynn 


