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Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

St. Mark’s Rally Day is this Sunday, Aug. 8!
Children and Youth

The children will move up to the next grade level in recognition of the start
of a new school year. The classes will have fun activities to celebrate this
day together. Sixth-graders move to the Wesley House for Sunday School and
Youth Group! Middle and High School meet at the Wesley House. All the fun
starts at 10 a.m.

Adults

Join us in the courtyard after the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. worship service Aug. 8
to discuss upcoming classes and sign up. From studies on different kinds of
inclusion, to comparing religions, to learning about unnamed women in the
Bible! The Adult Spiritual Growth Committee will be ready to help you get
signed up for your next step. Stop by and visit.

St. Mark’s Youth: A Tale of Two Missions
Mission has always been such a foundational component of
youth ministry here at St. Mark’s. When it became clear in
2020 that this year we still wouldn’t be able to
attend missions like the ones we have attended
here in the past, we had to get creative, and
fast! Both our middle- and high-school students
missed these events and wanted to continue their
mission work.

On June 5, our middle-school students attended
the South District Middle School Mission at Fort
Lowell Park. This was a whirlwind of a day, in
which students participated in missions to benefit
The Inn, Primavera Men’s Shelter, Pima Love
Notes, our neighbors, and local wildlife! Students focused on
Ecclesiastes 4:12 and the theme “Better Together” while they
played games, made snack kits and lunch bags, wrote letters to
local nursing home residents, painted kindness rocks, and made
bird feeders. It was a fun day full of mission and fellowship.
Our High School students gathered here at St. Mark’s on July 10
to make "Buddy Benches" for our Early Childhood Center and
for Tully Elementary School. These benches promote kindness
and help kids learn to include others. When a friend is feeling
lonely, they get to sit on the Buddy Bench. If you choose to sit
on the Buddy Bench, the rule is you have to play with the first
person who invites you. If you SEE a friend sitting on the Buddy
Bench, your job is to go over and invite them to play with you!
This way, kids are able to learn to ask to be included, and to see
people who would like to be included. What great lessons to
learn on the playground!
What started as a pile of lumber in the morning was transformed.
Students focused on our theme of “God’s Work, Our Hands”
(Hebrews 3:4) and created beautiful Buddy Benches that had

prayers, scriptures, and well wishes written under the paint as
a foundational piece of each bench. We are so excited to see
these benches in use at each of these schools!
The youth here at St. Mark’s never cease to amaze me. Their
dedication to mission and service really was evident this
summer, and so many people will happily benefit from how
these kids came together to be the hands and feet of God. We
thank you all for your support throughout the years, especially
the last two years!
			Rachel Mosher, Youth Coordinator
1

Soul Station Returns
We are deeply excited to share with you that Soul Station is returning Wednesday, Aug. 4
in a new hybrid format! (This means you may choose to come in person or to log into Zoom
and attend virtually.) We'll begin a series on the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. Don't know what
that is? Join us to find out! Whether you decide to come in person or attend via Zoom, you will be able to take part in this
wonderful midweek service. Please come for food, fellowship, a faith-building study and Holy Communion on Wednesdays.
We will start at 5:30 p.m. Tucson time with food and fellowship. The program and Holy Communion will start at 6:30 p.m.
Coming in person? Please brown-bag your own dinner for the evening. Other questions? Please ring the church office (520297-2062) or send an email to Pastor Stuart (stuart@umcstmarks.org). We cannot wait to have you come and be part of this
thrilling launch!		
–Pastor Stuart

Welcome, David Ragland!
We are pleased to announce that a familiar face, David
Ragland, has joined the St. Mark’s staff as our part-time
technology coordinator. David’s technology experience
in audio/video/web streaming stems from his time in
event coordination at the University of Arizona and as a
lifelong musician with a background in live performance,
songwriting and recording.

David’s history here at
St. Mark’s dates back to
2010, when he began
contributing to worship
and community events
as a guest musician/
worship leader. He
led the contemporary
worship music group at
St. Paul’s UMC in Tucson
from 2007 to 2017 and
helped with audio/
video content throughout that time. We are excited to
have him with us!

In his job at St. Mark's, David will provide vision for and
anticipate expansion of video and streaming capabilities;
oversee video and audio technology for events in the
Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall and other spaces on campus;
and develop and implement new ways of expanding
worship out into the world using technology.

Call for Artists and Artisans

Holy Yoga Survey

The St. Mark's Fine Arts and Crafts Guild will host its annual
Masterpiece Festival on Nov. 6 and is now accepting vendor
applications. If you or someone you know are interested in
selling handmade art or crafts, contact Clay Thompson (see
church directory) for information about different types of
space availability.

We're looking into the future of Just Breathe Holy Yoga
and we want YOUR input! We previously met at 4 p.m.
Sundays and 9:15 a.m. Mondays. We are investigating
several options moving forward; please go to this
Google form https://forms.gle/DperezLW22oT7DpT9
to select days/times you would be willing and able to
attend. Polling ends Sunday, Aug. 8. We will schedule
our time slots according to the most-voted-for days and
times. As a reminder, to keep any session time going,
we need at least SEVEN regular attendees! Questions?
Call Tricia Chester at the office at 520-297-2062.

Vendor application forms are available at the St. Mark’s
website, https://umcstmarks.org, under the "Resources"
dropdown menu, then click on "Forms." We look forward to
hearing from you and having another very successful show.

A Study for Caregivers
community resources, and last but
not least, valued self-care strategies.

Presented by the Counselor-in-Residence program and
facilitated by Mary Lu Kiracofe, this six-week class begins
at 1 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, in the church library. This
is for those of you currently facing the challenges of
caregiving for a loved one.

Please contact Mary Lu Kiracofe
(see church directory) to register
or if you have questions. You may
also register online at https://
umcstmarks.org/classes/onlineregistration. Class size is limited,
so be sure to register early. If you
would like, you may purchase
or borrow the book, Passages in
Caregiving. Copies are available at the church library
or the public library. There is no charge for the class.

As a caregiver, you understand how difficult it is to make
time for your own needs, and yet it is essential to your
own stamina, mental health and quality of caregiving.
Using the book by Gail Sheehy, "Passages in Caregiving:
Turning Chaos Into Confidence" and the support and
insight of class participants, we will explore issues
including receiving and understanding the diagnosis, the
art of advocacy, ways of mobilizing family, friends and
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Discipleship Living

Learn, Love, Grow Together 7-Day Challenge, Aug. 15-23
(in person/Zoom hybrid, email)
Information on theological background concerning LGBTQI+.
A daily item to give you a better understanding regarding
inclusion of all people in our churches and society. There is
no text.
Lead facilitator: Judy Boroto

Adult Sunday School

The Fear of the Other: No Fear in Love by William H.
Willimon, Aug. 23-Sept. 27: 1:30-3 p.m. Mondays		
(in person/Zoom hybrid)
Tackles the divisiveness in our culture. A
chance for us as followers of Christ to learn
to lead the way and show that whether
or not we agree, we can listen and work
together in love. Books available on
Amazon and Cokesbury. 		
Led by Linda Walker & Pastor Stuart

Sharing/Family Life

9:30 a.m. Sundays, hybrid format: room 17/18 or via Zoom
A 10-week book/video study begins Aug. 15 on Words of Life:
Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today by
Adam Hamilton. Jesus did not see these commandments as
onerous burdens, but as guideposts to help us experience a
good and beautiful life. Order your own book on Amazon,
Cokesbury or other websites. (NO MEETING AUG. 8.)
Co-leaders: Rick Farnsworth and Terry Majewski
(See church directory to email them for Zoom link.)
11:15 a.m. Sundays via Zoom
On June 6 the class began the discussion of 1 Corinthians
and will continue through September. Your Bible is your text.
A study Bible of any translation is recommended but not
required.
Led by Brenda Hunter and Kelly Deyoe
(See church directory to email them for Zoom link.)

“Justice or Just Us?” by Rob Fuquay,
Nicole Caldwell-Gross, Jevon CaldwellGross, Sept. 30-Oct. 28: 6:30-8 p.m. Thursdays
(in person/Zoom hybrid)
Confronting racism is not just a social or political matter,
but a theological one. It is the Bible that calls us to pursue
justice, and the Bible that calls us to oppose racism. Videobased; no cost for participants.
Leaders TBA		

Wednesday Morning Study Group

A Life-Changing Opportunity

Final Summer Book Discussion

From the beginnings of the Jewish faith;
through their exodus and exile and
reconstruction; to the life of Jesus and the
Apostles and the beginnings of the Christian
faith and church – this study challenges us, guides
us, takes us to new depths and heights in our faith.

Seekers

10-11:30 a.m. beginning Sept. 8, room 17/18
A six-week study on Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave
Faith by Tom Berlin. Jesus was a model of brave faith
throughout his ministry on Earth. While he stood his ground
when challenged by his enemies, do we demonstrate similar
courage whenever confronted by our detractors? This study
will challenge us to unlock the courage we already possess
as Christ followers. Books available on various websites.
Class Facilitator: Marcia Rostad

Disciple Bible Study: Becoming Disciples Through Bible
Study – TIME & DATE TBA DEPENDING ON PARTICIPANTS’
PREFERENCE
This 34-week study gives an overview of the
entire Bible. It tells of the over-arching theme
of God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s constant
presence in our lives.

God on a Harley: A Spiritual Fable by Joan Brady (1995) –
led by Susan Putt. 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Aug. 16 via Zoom.
At 37, Christine Moore had a world-class case
of burnout: a frustrating career, a few dead-end
romances, no husband, no children and a lessthan-perfect figure. Little did she know that her
life was about to change completely. "God on
a Harley" guides us on an inspiring odyssey of
self-discovery and authentic, powerful love.
As we follow this extraordinary fable, we join
one woman's triumphant quest for healing and
life-changing truths. Every woman who believes in her soul
that hopes can be attained, real happiness can be found, and
that each of us can be loved for herself will find in these
pages the simple, profound secrets to an enlightened and
enriched new life. Available online from $14; $12 on Kindle.

Don’t let the length of the study scare you! The format is
flexible and can be done in six- to eight-week sections that
are very manageable. We can schedule weekly or bi-monthly
classes to best fit your schedule. We need eight people
committed to learning the foundational texts of what we
believe and why.
Come talk with us at the board in the courtyard on Sunday,
Aug. 8 after either service. Come learn how your life and
faith can grow in new ways.
For details about each study or start dates, or to register
go to https://umcstmarks.org/classes.
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Open Minds Book Group
Fall 2021

Bible Study

The 21-Day Wesley Challenge: To a More Authentic Faith
September 5-27: Weekly discussions at 6:30 p.m.
Mondays (in person/Zoom hybrid)
21 questions will engage us in our physical,
spiritual, and emotional lives as well as our
relationship with God and others. Each
question includes Scripture, prayer and
thoughts for reflection. Book is available on
Cokesbury or Amazon.
Leaders TBA

9:30-11:30 a.m. the fourth Friday of the month
Third Friday in November and December
In the church library
The St. Mark’s book discussion group resumes monthly
meetings in September in the church library, where we met
prior to the pandemic. Continuing and new members are
welcome! Books may be borrowed from the public library or
purchased (new or used) from Amazon or Barnes & Noble.
Co-leaders Celeste Pardee and Ann Reaban are excited to
resume this group. Registration information, if necessary,
will be in the September Messenger.

Unnamed Women of the Bible
Sept. 7- Oct. 5: 1-2:30 p.m. Tuesdays
(in person)
Not for women only!!! Come explore those women who
are simply referred to in Scripture as someone’s mother, or
daughter, or simply a woman to whom something happened
but no name was given. Your Bible is your text.
Led by Rev. Helen Schindler

Sept. 24: Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, and
the Deadliest Hurricane in History, by Erik
Larson (1999). On Sept. 8, 1900, the port city of
Galveston, Texas was submerged by a category
5 hurricane that destroyed most of the
residential area and killed more than 6,000
people. Based on telegrams and reports
from meteorologist Isaac Cline, as well as
the testimony of survivors, Larson presents
a suspenseful account of what can happen when human
arrogance meets an uncontrollable force of nature.

Expanding Your World

Comparative Religions
Sept. 2- Oct. 7: 2-3:30 p.m. Thursdays (in person)
What are the main differences and basic similarities between
the major religions of the world? Join in this video-based
class to see what doctrines and beliefs underlie these. No
text.
Led by Marlyce Wright

Oct. 22: Salvage the Bones, by Jesmyn Ward
(2011). In contrast to the middle-class family
of the meteorologist featured in Isaac’s
Storm, Ward’s novel introduces us to a poor
family eking out a living on the coast of rural
Mississippi in August 2005. Over the span of
12 days, we are immersed in the world of
15-year-old Esch, a world in which birth and
death aren’t far apart and the only safety net
is that which the siblings create for each other. The novel’s
power comes from the depiction of two violent events: a
vicious dog fight and the monstrous Hurricane Katrina.

examination of what lies beneath the surface of American
life today.
Dec. 17: Becoming, by Michelle Obama
(2018). This intimate and inspiring memoir
by the former First Lady begins with her
childhood on the south side of Chicago,
where she was influenced by members of
her extended family. Other experiences that
shaped her include her years as a student
at Princeton, her position as an executive
balancing the demands of work, marriage
and motherhood, and finally her role as the wife
of a president. With honesty and wit, she describes her
triumphs and disappointments, both public and private, and
challenges us with these questions: Who are we, and who
will we become?

Nov. 19: Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents,
by Isabel Wilkerson (2020). Wilkerson describes
an invisible phenomenon in America as she
explores, through researched narrative and
stories about real people, how America today
and throughout its history has been shaped
by a caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human
rankings. Beyond race, class or other factors,
caste influences our behavior as well as our
nation’s direction. Wilkerson’s book is an eye-opening

5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation-Spiritual Healing and Justice

Oct. 24-29, Redemptorist Renewal Center, Tucson
The Academy for Spiritual Formation is a program developed for the single purpose of helping people grow in their relationship
with God. The daily schedule is balanced between the academic (lectures and discussion) and the formative (silence and
worship), engaging both "head" and "heart." Biblically based (Acts 2:42) four actions constitute the basic practices of the
Academy: teaching, fellowship, worship and prayer. Worship provides the framework for a typical day and is woven throughout
the day to refresh us from our intellectual endeavors. Every evening you will meet in a small Listening Circle to reflect on the
day and to share spiritual journeys in a safe space for listening to one another and to God. Contact Judy Boroto (see church
directory) with questions about the academy or for information regarding scholarships. After Aug. 15 the price increases
by $100/person. For more information or to register online, go to https://dscumc.org/arizona-five-day-academy.
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Desert Southwest Annual
Conference Report

The 37th Annual Conference of the Desert Southwest
assembled from Friday, June 11, through worship on
Sunday, June 13. St. Mark’s United Methodist Church was
represented by our three pastors at the time, Rev. Sharon
Ragland, Rev. Stuart Salvatierra and Pastor Kim Ogle. As
one of the largest churches in the conference, we sent
seven lay delegates, whose names are at the end of this
article. (Of course, the St. Mark’s congregation includes a
number of retired clergy members who are members of
this and other annual conferences across the country.) The
purpose of the annual conference is to “make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by
equipping its local churches for ministry and by providing
a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to
the glory of God.” (2016 Book
of Discipline, ¶601.) This is
a pretty broad definition,
and therefore there were
quite a variety of agenda
items. These include building
community through worship, a variety of learning
experiences, and those items that relate to what we often
think of as the “business” of the church. We will describe
the opportunities for worship in this Messenger.

The theme of this year’s conference was “Many Gifts, One
Spirit." This was exhibited throughout the meeting, but
especially in worship. There were three formal worship
experiences: opening on Friday, closing on Saturday
evening and the ordination/commissioning service on
Sunday. Many of the experienced delegates feel that
worship is a high point of annual conference, so the virtual
aspect was disconcerting. However, the organizers chose
to film many worship segments in black and white. This
did have the effect of contrasting the worship moments
from the business moments. A different pastor delivered a
homily/sermon during each service. At the opening worship
service, Pastor Gina Pollard delivered a sermon titled,
"Dawn," and she told us the Holy Spirit has one goal: that
all people be drawn to God.
Pastor Daniel Gómez shared a
homily titled “Offering." One
of his main points was that
how we live and demonstrate
God’s love is more important
than offering sacrifices. Rev. Ki Yong shared a sermon
called “Feed My Sheep” as part of the ordination service.
He made the point that both ordained people and the laity
need to feed the sheep of God. One of the ways we feed
others is by proclaiming the Word of God. Our worship,
however, was not carried out only during formal services.
Prayers of intercession were interspersed throughout the
agenda. For example, we prayed for those affected by the
fires near Potosi Pines Camp and Miami-Globe, people
living in the street just trying to survive, people affected
by flooding, and Pastor Kayla Johnson. Our Pastor Kim
offered the closing prayer at the end of Friday’s plenary
session. Finally, Rev. Jaime Booth and Rev. Efraim Zavala
shared a brief witness about their faith walks and their call
to ministry.

However, before we describe the events of the annual
conference, we want to comment on the lay delegation.
It included people who had attended before, and those
who had not. It included people who attended last year’s
first virtual meeting and were old hands at the Zoom
processes this year. Those of us who had previously
attended in-person gatherings had a few adjustments to
make. We missed seeing people, meeting new people and
renewing old friendships. The more experienced people
told us virtual-newbies that the process was much better
this year: fewer glitches, better timing, more efficient
voting! We tried to create a feeling of community among
our own delegation with frequent group texting and by
holding three short Zoom meetings with the pastors and
laity. Many of us were comfortable with the processes, as
demonstrated by the fact that Kelly Deyoe, Josh Smith,
Mark Hrabe and Pastor Stuart all addressed the meeting
at various points to make motions or comments on
pending legislation.

•

•

If you wish to provide flowers for the altar during Sunday worship, a number of weeks are available for the
2021 season. The sign-up board is in the Sanctuary narthex, marked Altar Flowers. Please write your name and
phone number next to the week(s) you wish to donate
flowers. It is a great way to celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and graduations or to honor loved ones.
The St. Mark's Rainbow Fellowship will meet in person
at 9 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 15 at in the church library. All who
identify as LGBTQ – no matter age or membership status! – are welcome to join us for this time of fellowship.
Please contact Melinda Sims at rainbow@umcstmarks.
org to RSVP or if you have any questions.

The next Messenger will include a description of our
learning opportunities and more information about
the business matters that were considered at Annual
Conference.
Don Booth, Casey Compernolle, Kelly Deyoe, Mark Hrabe,
Brenda Hunter, Ruth Kester, Josh Smith

Art Wanted!

Did you pick up a new hobby during quarantine? Would
you like to share your work with your fellow members
and friends? We are looking for painters, writers and
sketch artists, and watercolor, digital, nature or still life
artists! Our Welcome Center will soon be opening, and
we need our wonderful artist community to sign up to
display their works for all to admire. Contact Shelley
Gault to set up time and space for your work at shelley@
umcstmarks.org or 520-297-2062. We look forward to
displaying your creative works this fall.
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Missions Ministry
Missions Committee Update

St. Mark's Passes 30,000 lb. of Donated Food
St. Mark's recently passed a major milestone in donating food to the food bank at Interfaith Community
Services. When the pandemic began last spring, we all
witnessed massive employment layoffs and record lines
at food banks around the nation. Our congregation immediately responded by starting to collect food twice
a week at our church for the northwest food bank at
ICS. A safe process was put in place, and it became a
great mission project that we could do throughout the
ups and downs of COVID. Here we are 16 months later, and we have now donated more than 30,000 lb. of
food! (We have donated more than 15,000 lb. just this
year alone.) Amazing! That did not happen through major donations by anyone. It is a result of our St. Mark's
family bringing a couple of items when they were able
to our regular Tuesday and Saturday collections. This effort affirms what we already knew. St. Mark's is a truly
special place.

Support So. AZ Community
Food Bank's Hunger Walk 2021
The Community Food Bank’s largest fundraising event, HungerWalk, is on Saturday, Sept. 11! The Food Bank is encouraging neighbors to get out, get active, and give back in support of hunger relief.
This year’s hybrid design of the traditional HungerWalk
event offers several ways to participate, including attending a socially distanced meetup walk event, taking a do-ityourself walk route, or choosing your own favorite trail. Or
you can donate to support a walker. With multiple ways to
participate, this a great chance to join in solidarity with our
community to end hunger in Southern Arizona!

What's next? We plan to continue to collect food from
10-11 a.m. every Tuesday and Saturday in the church's
north parking lot. If that does not work for you, you can
drop off your donations at the church office during normal business hours.

Please help spread the word! Invite your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers and put a team together for
this year’s HungerWalk. For more information, visit https://
www.communityfoodbank.org/HungerWalk.

40,000 lb.??? Our next goal is not an easy one but
40,000 lb. donated by the end of the year is possible
if we continue on our current pace. Let's see if we can
do it!

TIHAN Fundraiser is Aug. 7

We are making a big difference in helping those in need
in our community.

The Tucson Interfaith HIV/
AIDS Network supports
people living with HIV or
AIDS. Its largest annual
fundraiser, Treasures for
TIHAN: Rainbows in the
Desert, is coming up Saturday, Aug. 7. The event includes an
online, live auction as well as a silent auction that promises
to be lots of fun with many fabulous items. The Arizona Daily Star recently ran a story about the event, which you can
read here: https://tinyurl.com/treasures4tihan. You might
consider purchasing a Rainbow Favor Bag for $50 or a 5050 raffle ticket for $10 or three for $25. The Rainbow Favor
Bag has wonderful goodies including an El Charro gift card, a
bottle of wine or sparkling water, popcorn, a gourmet cookie and more. Order here: https://event.gives/treasures21.
Contact Pat Small (see church directory), HIV/AIDS ministry
chair, for more information.

"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." –
Mathew 25:40
Thank you so much! .
John Yost, Missions Committee Chair

ICS Peanut Butter
Party Update

Peanut butter is the ICS Food Bank's
most-needed item. ICS distributes
thousands of jars every month to
its clients. During July, ICS called on its 120 faith community
partners to donate as many jars as possible with 10,000 jars
being the goal. Once again, St. Mark's has responded in a big
way. We donated 1,851 jars! That's a lot of peanut butter!
ICS and its clients are very appreciative. Thank you!
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Missions news continued on page 8

Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School

and PreTeen Students!

Events Calendar

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

Middle and High School Students

Rally Day SPLASH!

Sunday, Aug. 8		
4-6 p.m. Rally Day!
Sunday, Aug. 15
4-6 p.m. GooseChase
Fri. Aug. 20-Sat. Aug. 21
			
District Back-to-School Lock-in
Sunday, Aug. 22
NO YOUTH-Recover from lock-in!
Sunday, Aug. 29
4-6 p.m. World Record Night
Sunday, Sept. 5		
NO YOUTH–Labor Day Weekend

On Aug. 8, as we welcome our new
sixth-grade friends and say hello to
our friends all the way up to 12th
grade, we will have a splashin’
good time at youth group! Come
ready for some serious water play
in the water slide and ninja course that will be on campus
from 4-6 p.m. This is a great time to turn in that permission
slip (see next page for details)!

GooseChase

Aug. 15 at youth group will be a crazy
evening of GooseChase! If you have a
phone, be sure to bring it (each group
needs a device to participate), and
complete challenges all over campus!
Wear your close-toed shoes and clothing that you can RUN in and have FUN!

Sunday School News
Rally Day is on Aug. 8 this year! What exactly does that
mean for us over in the Wesley House? Rally Day is when
you “move up” to the next grade here at St. Mark’s, so Aug.
8 is the day that we will welcome our new sixth-graders to
both Sunday School and Youth Group, and we will kick off
our new year of Sunday School. Starting on Rally Day, everyone in grades 6-12 is welcome to meet at 10 a.m. in the
Wesley House for Sunday School. See you there! – Rachel

District Back-to-School

This year, the South District is kicking
off the school year in style! Come join
us for an all-night lock-in at Defy Tucson! We get to take over the whole
place from 11:30 p.m. to 7 a.m. Aug.
20-21! All you need to do is sign
up at this QR code, pay $20 (scholarships are available), and fill out a
waiver online at https://www.defywaiver.com. Come jump,
meet kids from around the district and have a blast!! Let Rachel know if you have any questions. NO YOUTH GROUP on
Aug. 22 – you gotta catch up on all that sleep you will miss!!

World Record Night

Did you know the world record for the most tricks performed
by a pig in one minute is 13? Or that the highest jump on a
pogo stick is 11.15 feet? Did you know the tallest hat ever
worn was 15 feet, 9 inches!? Join us on Aug. 29 as we try to
break a few world records of our own!

August Birthdays
Aug. 12—Mackenzie Velasco
Aug. 18—JR Trejo
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CONFIRMAT ION
We are almost ready to start a new year of Confirmation!
If you are in grades 8-12 and haven’t yet been confirmed,
we invite you to join this year’s class! We will mail out more
information soon, so keep your eyes peeled! Classes start in
September.

Hello, PreTeens!
Summer is winding down, school will be starting soon
and RALLY DAY is Sunday, Aug. 8! The start of a new
school year is an exciting time for most of us. It is often
marked by shopping trips for new shoes, school clothes
and of course backpacks and school supplies. I encourage you to remember how BLESSED you are that your
family is able to provide you with all these things. You
might also be looking forward to seeing your friends
and getting back into your routine and activities. Backto-school can be very exciting! In our own excitement
it can be difficult for us to remember and understand
that for some families, "back to school" simply means
getting two regular meals (breakfast and lunch) a day. If
you and your family made donations to Nash Neighbors
or the ICS Food Bank then you have BLESSED others.
Sharing what we have is one way we can be the hands
and feet of Jesus. As you head back to school, I encourage you to look for other ways to spread God's love.
Bless others with your kindness this school year.

PERMISSION SLIP
It’s a new year, time for a new permission slip! Go to the
church website at https://umcstmarks.org/resources/forms
and download the 2021-2022 permission slip. You can either
scan it and email it in, or you can bring it with you to Rally
Day! This is both our registration form and permission slip,
so be sure to turn it in ASAP!

See you on RALLY DAY!!
Blessings - Julie
https://theinnofsa.org/donate. Donations are tax deductible.
A family costs about $50 per day.

Update From The INN

We are alive and well. For our refugee families, we provide three
healthy meals a day – prepared offsite and delivered to guests in
their rooms – hygiene products, clothing and
assistance in connecting with loved ones, as
well as transportation to the bus station or
airport the day of their departure.

In my absence (health, personal), as the Inn regrouped and
went forward, the tasks have changed. Other churches are doing the things that we at St. Mark's had done prior to COVID.
The tasks have changed, but I'm asking us at St. Mark's to regroup and find a way to serve.

In the meantime, our board voted to become a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. In no way
does this sever close ties with the Desert
Southwest Conference United Methodist
Church, but it enables us to qualify for grants and other funding that was not previously available to us. We are also inviting those of you who would like to become sponsors. There
are various levels of support and may be provided online at

Please visit the website https://theinnofsa.org. Please find a
new way to help. The end is NOT in sight. One last thing: We
are now in the process of searching for a more permanent location. Realtors among you, please raise your antennae and let
us know. We eagerly anticipate the time when volunteers and
guests can safely congregate again.
– Kathie Barrett, liaison to The Inn

Nash Neighbors Needs Volunteers
Good News!! We have heard from Nash Elementary’s new principal, Dr. Laura Esquibel, that she’s looking forward to
welcoming much-needed St. Mark’s volunteers back in the classroom. Is that you? Are you ready to join other returning
volunteers to help teachers and staff at Nash, after a very difficult year that has left our schools short-staffed and with
numerous needs? We don’t yet have many details about the when and how this will work, but there is a need for us to
step up in this area of our long relationship with the school. All volunteers must be vaccinated and be fingerprinted by the
school district, Amphitheater Public Schools, for a background check. This process may take time and that’s the reason
for this note. If you are interested, please contact Sue Pierce (see church directory) for information on how to start the
process.
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St. Mark's Quilters Continue to Bless Others During Isolation
I want to tell you about a very special group of senior ladies:
the St. Mark's Quilters. This group is not a committee, so it is
not part of the church budget and, to the best of my knowledge, does not have a staff member assigned. It met once a
week in room 17/18 before the pandemic. During the campus closure, they
HO! HO! HO! Merry Christmas! The adapted to conSt. Mark’s Quilters have been working tinue their work,
hard during the pandemic. Their cur- meeting once a
rent focus is making Christmas quilts week on Zoom to
for children in foster care. These will discuss progress
be donated to AVIVA to be distributed. on their quilts,
Quilters need fabric, especially Christ- plan new projmas fabrics, and thread. If you have ects, and meet
items you’d like to donate, please con- "face to face" to
tact Gail Blevins (see church directory). visit with each
other. On Saturday mornings
they would meet in the St. Mark's north parking lot to keep
the production line going; they would exchange the quilts
they had worked on during the previous week and receive

new ones for the coming week. Each has a function she performs on the patchwork quilts in progress. Recently, they've
been able to start meeting together on the church campus
again.
They have been able to continue God's work during the trying times of the last 17 months. The St. Mark's Quilters have
completed 687 lap-sized quilts (fabric donated by church
members and the community), which they donated to various charitable beneficiaries and organizations in Tucson: foster children, shelters for women and children, Aviva, Youth
On Their Own, INN Project, Healthy Families, and dialysis
patients. I am in awe of the work these senior ladies have
done! Praise be to God.
For more information on the St. Mark's Quilters, contact Gail
Blevins (see church directory).
Bill Zermuehlen
(Cara's husband)

St. Mark's Financial Report
The St. Mark's financial results through the second quarter of 2021:

Income
Expense
Net Income

Actual
$596,022
487,598
$108,424

Budget
$590,990
505,335
$ 85,655

Plus/Minus
$ 5,032
(17,737)
$22,769

The financial results for the month of June showed a loss of $20,165, which definitely shows that we are into the summer
months. June revenue was $67,025 while expenses were $87,190. The year-to-date surplus of $108,424 is reflected in the
Unrestricted Fund balance of $400,488. Summer is the time of year when we begin to use the surplus accumulated from
earlier months. St. Mark's is still in a good financial position, but we hope that no large, unforeseen expenses arise. To be
proactive, the Finance Committee approved moving $30K from the Unrestricted Fund to the Capital Reserves fund to help
fund a parking lot drainage project as well as replace two older air conditioners. The committee is hopeful that once we get
through the summer months, there will be some extra resources for additional unbudgeted projects. We appreciate your
generous contributions.
We hope you are enjoying the two in-person services in the Sanctuary – the air conditioners are working! Welcome back!
Bill Zermuehlen, Finance Chair, and Ruth Kester, Administration & Finance Coordinator
Reminder!

We are seeking a PreTeen and Soul Station Children’s Ministries Coordinator. If you love kids and you’re interested
in doing fun stuff with them on Sunday and Wednesday
evenings, check out this job posting:
https://tinyurl.com/stmarkschildren

The next Messenger newsletter will be published on
Wednesday, Sept. 1. The deadline to submit articles for
this issue is noon Tuesday, Aug. 24. Email your submissions
to messenger@umcstmarks.org. Remember the deadline
schedule has been adjusted and is now the Tuesday of the
week before publication, NOT Thursday. Thank you for your
understanding and cooperation!

If interested, email a cover letter and resume to Pastor
Kim, kim@umcstmarks.org.

AUGUST PRAYER REQUESTS: The St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides information so you can pray for people and

activities happening in and around church during the month. The monthly Prayer Cards are located on the church website
under the "Ministries" dropdown, then "Congregational Care." Or if you are reading this online, you can click this link:
https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/monthlyprayerlist_web0821.pdf
9

PRAYER CORNER
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. You may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org or on our website under "Resources" then "Prayer Request."
Don Beene
Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman
Jim Deyoe

Judy Drescher
April DuBoce
Marge Frazer
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier

Mary Sanders
Ana Luisa Terrazas
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers

CONDOLENCES

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
•

The family and friends of Gale Wenger, who passed from this world late Friday night, July 9, in the company
of family. She is reunited with her beloved husband, Harry.

•

The loved ones of Ginny Johnson, who went to be fully with the Lord Sunday morning, July 11. We ask that
you keep her daughter, Kathy Narney, son-in-law, Steve Narney, and the rest of their family in your prayers
as they navigate these new waters without Ginny. Memorial information will be shared once the details are
planned.

•

Mark and Marjie Hrabe on the death of Mark's mother, Jan Hrabe, early the morning of July 29. Memorial
information will be shared once the details are planned.

Dear Church Family...
My family and I would like to thank our St. Mark's family and friends for all the cards, prayers
and well wishes during my recovery from surgery.
St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road
Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062
Email:
info@umcstmarks.org
Website:
www.umcstmarks.org
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Lynn Bartlow
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Stuart Salvatierra
Christian Formation
and Outreach Pastor:
Kim Ogle
Sunday Worship
In person
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Blessings,
Russ Sargent
We want to thank everyone who was at Mom's (Floss Bryant's) 100th birthday party. We particularly want to acknowledge Maryann Nuckolls, who sprang into action once she heard Mom's
idea for the day was to bake cookies and offer them to her neighbors from her deck as they
passed by. Thankfully Maryann wasn't able to ignore the call and turned to others and admits
she couldn't have done it without their support. We too would like to thank Don Booth, Kathy
and John Booth, Rita Bommersbach, Bob Brobeck, Shelley Coltrin, Ruth Kester and John Cecilia, Sandy Marchese, Elizabeth Miller, Stuart Salvatierra, Mary Wald, Linda Walker and Anita
Winslow for supporting Maryann and making it happen. The cakes were delicious and the array of wonderful cookies was abundant. Thanks to everyone's generosity, one cake and all the
leftover cookies were shared in Colorado where more of Mom's family and friends gathered to
continue the festivities. Bruce Phillips (her nephew) composed and sang a piece for her that
highlighted the feeling of fellowship created by all of you and all you did. It was a day she'll love
remembering and one she fully enjoyed! I heard she was even seen "dancing up a storm" with
Betty Pickart. Sadly it was a brief performance and didn't get recorded – but the memories will
linger. We are so grateful to her family and friends at St. Mark's, Carousel Ranch and Flowing
Wells Gardens for your time as well as all the effort made to commemorate her 100th in a way
that made her feel so loved. We can't thank you enough for all you did and are grateful to this
community for the continued support you offer her. We hope you know your role was critical in
making her 100th so special.

Livestreamed
9:45 a.m.
Many heartfelt thanks,
umcstmarks.org/live-worship Craig Bryant and Pam Holcomb
YouTube:
Floss Bryant and her family
UMC St. Mark's Oro Valley
or access the YouTube link
via Facebook
St. Mark's UMC Tucson
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Calendar Notes
Thursday, Aug. 5
9 a.m. Quilters, Rm 17/18

5:30 p.m. Advisory Board, Zoom
6:30 p.m. SPRC, Zoom
6:30 p.m. Missions Committee, Library/Zoom

Saturday, Aug. 7
10 a.m. Food donation collection, N. parking lot

Wednesday, Aug. 11
10:30 a.m. Chronic Illness & Pain Support Group, Zoom
Noon BULLETIN DEADLINE
5:30 p.m. Soul Station dinner, Fellowship Hall/Zoom
6:30 p.m. Soul Station program

Sunday, Aug. 8 - RALLY DAY!
8 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Online Service, website and YouTube
10 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
10 a.m. Children and Youth Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Seekers, Zoom
4 p.m. PreTeens, Rm 8/9
4 p.m. Youth Group, Wesley House

Thursday, Aug. 12
9 a.m. Quilters, Rm 17/18
6 p.m. Trustees, Zoom
Saturday, Aug. 14
9 a.m. Adult Spiritual Growth, Rm 20
10 a.m. Food donation collection, N. parking lot

Tuesday, Aug. 10
10 a.m. Food donation collection, N. parking lot

Update from Worldwide Christian Support Task Force
China's Communist Leadership Steps Up Pressure on Christians
On July 1, the Chinese Communist Party celebrated its 100th
anniversary. President Xi Jinping said in a speech, "Without
the Communist Party, there will be no new China." Xi's rule
is likely to continue, as in 2018 he ended term limits for the
president. Xi has also stressed his goal to strengthen the rule
of the Communist Party. This means party control
under his own leadership.

Christian symbols such as crosses with pictures of Xi.
In spite of this, Christianity is growing in China. Dr. Fengang
Yang, an expert on religion in China at Purdue University,
thinks China could grow to nearly 250 million Christians in
less than 10 years. Yang does not see this changing. He says,
"Despite the government efforts to suppress, I
don't think it will stop the growth of Christianity in
China. All of the evidence I have collected shows
it's uncontrollable, it's already happening."

Increasing control means clamping down on any
group, such as Christians, that has views differing
from communism. As a result, officials have increased technology to monitor and control churches. They have forcibly installed surveillance cameras in churches. Churches that refuse cameras have
been shut down and pastors sent to jail. Also, in
2018, a new law banned children under 18 from attending
church. The government has pledged to rid the faith of any
western "imprint." This means that Christian teachings must
conform to Chinese cultural values – that is Communist Party
values. Several provinces have threatened to withdraw welfare benefits, including pensions, if churches do not replace

Prayer: Dear God, increase the faith of Chinese Christians, so they can be strong and bold.
Strengthen them so they never give up, no matter how tough the persecution.
If you would like more information about persecuted Christians or to join the St. Mark’s Worldwide Christian Support Task
Force, email us at christiansupport@umcstmarks.org or drop
us a note in our mailbox at the church office on weekdays.

Update from St. Mark's United Methodist Women
St. Mark's United Methodist Women does not meet in August. We are planning to meet the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 14 in
person at church, and maybe online via Zoom – more information will be available in next month's Messenger and on the
United Methodist Women bulletin board outside the church library. If you have questions, please contact President Clara
Campbell (see church directory) or leave a note in the United Methodist Women mailbox in the church office and someone
will call you back.
For the final summer Desert Southwest Conference Mission Study on Friday evening and Saturday, Aug. 13-14, participants
should plan to buy and read the study book, "Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the Church's Moral Witness through
Radical Discipleship." The leader for this study is Dio DeSormeau, who has served in many Conference leadership capacities
and is in the process of becoming a pastor. This study will be held online via Zoom.
All UMW members and non-members including women, men and youth are invited to register online at
https://dscumc.org/secure/2021-mission-u-registration. Cost is $20 to register. Contact St. Mark's UMW Secretary Kay Hayworth (see church directory) for information, help to register and/or to order the study book.
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Reflections

Patience. This is the word that's been going through my mind
lately. I’m ready to be done with my unpacking. I’m ready to be
done looking for things in my office that I used to know where
they were. I’m ready to be done juggling kids and their screen
time and their boredom. I’m honestly ready for cooler weather
and car seats that don’t stick to the backs of my legs.

be moved by that song you’ve never heard. And really, isn’t it
about God anyway?
I believe that the leadership will re-visit worship times, and we
will make some changes for fall. By "fall," I mean October, by the
way! I believe that we aren’t fully opened and back to normal.
I believe we will need to revisit mask usage and opening some
ministries as the Delta variant continues its havoc.

I sense that we as a community are ready to be done with all of
it, too. Ready to be back to normal. You’re done with traditional
worship. You’re done with contemporary worship. You’re done
with this weird schedule with an hour between services. You’re
done with those weird communion kits that taste like paper.
You’re done.

But more than that, I believe that we can be faithful through it
all. Even with new songs. Even with an organ and a guitar. Even
with weird times and dry communion wafers. Even when we
are tired. Even …

And the word patience flows through my mind, for all of us.

Can you be just a little more patient? I’ll try, too!

Don't forget, it wasn't that long ago that we offered only online
worship. Don’t forget I’ve only been here a month and am
still learning when our committees meet and who is in charge
of what! Don’t forget that, while we may be done with the
pandemic, it’s certainly not done with us.

See you soon,
Pastor Lynn

Our goal in worship remains the same as always: to honor God,
to help you worship God, to praise God while we learn together
in community. In this interim time, as we reopen our doors
and offer worship in person, we seek to use all of our talented
musicians, offering a blended style of worship that seeks to
stretch each of us: a little organ, a little drum and guitar, a
little choral music, and a whole lotta focus on God. It might
be uncomfortable sometimes, but the people beside you may

SAVE THE DATE/MEET THE PASTOR
By Zoom (email info@umcstmarks.org for the link)
Monday, Aug. 9 at 9 a.m.
Thursday, Aug. 19 at 7 p.m.
In person (location TBA; no appointment necessary; masks
required)
Sunday, Aug. 15 at 9 a.m.
Sunday, Aug. 15 at 11 a.m.
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