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St. Mark's will hold an Ash Wednesday 
service at 6:30 p.m. March 2 in the 
Sanctuary. This service will be a time 
when we can formally start our collective 
path of Lent together so we can prepare 
ourselves for Christ's inevitable death 
and the glories of the Resurrection. 
Know that if you are not able to be there 
in person, you will be able to watch 
online through the church's website or 
YouTube account.

We will have an imposition of ashes on 
Ash Wednesday. Please pay attention 
to church communications (the weekly 
e-blast or the bulletin) for more details.

Ash Wednesday is  March 2!
4-6 p.m. Feb. 20: We will begin our time 
together by studying a passage of Scripture, 
seeking understanding and connecting 
with God's word. Then, we will engage our 
creativity as we use various art forms to 
bring the Scripture to life. Coloring, stamping, 
inking, stickers and more will be available 
to help us. Some supplies will be provided, 

but feel free to bring 
your favorites to use! 
Experienced or novice 
– all are welcome to 
come explore! The 
gift of artistry is not a 
requirement! For more 
information, contact 

Rachel Mosher, rachel@umcstmarks.org.

Bible Art Workshop

"Out beyond ideas of right and wrong there is a field. I'll meet you there." – Rumi

Let's build a bridge to get to that field – a heart-bridge – that will connect us with others who may 
think differently than we do. It is not a field where we will necessarily change anyone's mind. It is 
a place to meet and talk and share and to grow together. We were ready to do this two years ago 
when COVID hit. "Learn. Love. Grow Together." was canceled three days before the event.

The United Methodist Church is not of one mind regarding full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ 
people. Our community is still in a place where we do not all agree. We have our 
differences based on confusing and perhaps hurtful experiences. We hope we can 
take a faith journey together to try to understand those differences.

The people of St. Mark's UMC are people of God who are called to be leaders in our community. As leaders we all have 
things to Learn. We are told by Jesus to Love. We are expected to be in a community where we can Grow Together.

Come be part of that community of learning from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 2. The agenda is below. There 
is no charge. Sign up online on the Adult Spiritual Growth page or at the ASG bulletin board in the courtyard.

We hope you will cross your heart-bridge and meet with us in that field for a loving experience together.

9 a.m. Opening remarks 
 9:10 A Theological Perspective, Table Talks
10 a.m. A Medical Perspective, Table Talks

10:45 Break
11 a.m. Personal Perspectives

11:45 Closing Worship

Learn. Love. Grow Together 2022—A Conversation for All
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Welcome, New (Interim) Staff!
Mike Scionti has joined the St. Mark's team as interim director of the Chancel Choir. He has more 
than 20 years of singing, conducting and music education experience. Outside church, Mike enjoys 
cooking, gardening, Wildcat sports, and spending time with his two young children.

Lois Britton has accepted the part-time position of interim bookkeeper and will 
assume some of the duties performed by Ruth Kester, our outgoing Administra-
tion and Finance Coordinator. Lois handles payroll and HR, maintains the general 
ledger, and prepares reports for staff and committees. She is in the office Tuesday 

through Thursday. Lois was Ruth's immediate predecessor on our staff. She has three adult daugh-
ters who are scattered around the western states. She writes a Polish food blog and shares her 
home with her aunt and Ellie and Rigby, two former pound puppies.

We share the news that our administrative associate, Shelley Gault, resigned from St. Mark's effective at the end 
of January. Shelley G. has been the keeper of the keys and calendar (and many other things!) since she began here 
in 2018. She and her husband are making plans to spend time in a new home in South Carolina, soaking up the 
sights and sounds of the coast when it's too hot to enjoy the desert. Feel free to send her a card of appreciation 
through the church office! For the next several months, we will share Shelley's duties between the other adminis-
trative staff. 

Thank you for your patience and support of the staff through our changes! 

United Methodist Women News
Our lead pastor, Rev. Lynn 
Bartlow, will present the 
program at this month's 
United Methodist Wom-
en meeting at 10 a.m. 
Feb. 8 in rooms 17/18 
and via Zoom. She will 

share her thoughts on "Healing and Joy as we Grieve." All 
women of the church are invited. If you have questions or 
need a ride, please contact UMW President Clara Camp-
bell (see church directory) or leave a message in the Unit-
ed Methodist Women mailbox in the church office. Zoom 
link information will be emailed to UMW members. If you 
are not a member and want to join online, contact UMW 
Secretary Kay Hayworth (see church directory) or leave a 
message in the UMW mailbox in the church office. 

Grace Circle is UMW's "hands-on" mission group, working 
in the community to support local organizations and glob-
al UMW missions. The next meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 15 
in rooms 17/18. We will hand-write various inspirational 
sayings on a specific size greeting card for Youth on Their 
Own students. There will be pens, pre-cut cardstock pa-
per, and some lists of inspirational sayings for you to make 
the cards. You may also bring your own book or list of in-
spirational sayings to write on the cards. If you have ques-
tions, would like to find out meeting time, or need a ride, 
please contact Kay Hayworth (see church directory) or 
leave a message in the UMW mailbox in the church office. 

Help Serve Coffee on Sundays
To continue serving coffee after the two services on 
Sundays, we need additional volunteers to help. The 
coffee is made prior to the first service and enough pre-
pared to use after the second service. We especially 
need folks at 11 a.m. to serve and clean up. It's about 
a 30- to 40-minute time commitment. It's very easy to 
do, so please help us out. Contact Jan Webster at (see 
church directory), or sign up on our website by visiting 
https://umcstmarks.org/resources/forms/ and scrolling 
down to the "Volunteering" heading in the left-hand col-
umn.

2021 Tax Credit Donation to
St. Mark's Early Childhood Ctr.
Your generous tax credit donations have allowed many of 
our kindergarten students to attend St. Mark's Early Child-
hood Center's excellent program at a discounted rate or 
tuition-free. By making a tax credit donation for 2021 you 
can receive a dollar-for-dollar credit on your Arizona State 
Income Tax bill. Please consider making a tax credit dona-
tion to help our 2022-2023 students. 

Go to https://ibescholarships.org to make your tax credit 
donation, or you may pick up a donation brochure and en-
velope in the ECC office. You can also call the school office 
at 520-797-2925 for more information. Tax credits for the 
2021 tax year can be made any time until April 15 or when 
you file your 2021 tax return, whichever date is earlier. 

Thank you for your support of a great education!
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   Open Minds 
Book Group

Monthly Friday discussion, 9-10:30 a.m. via Zoom. 

Books may be borrowed from the Pima County Library or 
purchased (new or used) from book sellers such as Amazon 
or Barnes & Noble. Co-leaders are Celeste Pardee and Ann 
Reaban.

Feb. 11: "When Time Stopped: 
A Memoir of My Father's 
War and What Remains" by 
Ariana Neumann (2020). Of 34 
Neumann family members living 
in Czechoslovakia before WWII, 
25 were killed by the Nazis. 
What author Ariana Neumann's 
father experienced as a Jew was 
unspeakable. Decades later, 
after he'd built a new life in 
Venezuela, he still couldn't talk 
about it. Ariana knew nothing 
of his past or that he was Jewish 
until after his death, when she 

found a box filled with diaries, letters and other memorabilia 
that prompted an investigation into her father's life in Nazi 
Germany. After piecing together his family history, she wrote 
this heartbreaking memoir.

ALL REGISTRATION IS ONLINE AT https://umcstmarks.
org then go to "Classes" and then select "Adult Spiritual 
Growth Opportunities." Or sign up at the Adult Spiritual 
Growth board on the patio Sunday mornings.

Facilitators' Training

Continued on page 4

Thank you!
I want to thank the members of the Adult Spiritual 
Growth Committee for all the work and love they put 
into planning for the spiritual growth of the members 
of St. Mark's over the past years. They made my job 
as chairperson much easier, and I am grateful for their 
dedication. It was a difficult decision to resign from 
this committee to pursue other ministry areas, but it 
is time. I know I leave this committee in good hands 
under the new chairperson, Marcia Rostad. I know 
this group will continue to offer a variety of excellent 
studies and opportunities for spiritual growth and 
learning for all of us. 

Blessings, 
Judy Boroto

10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 5 via Zoom. Led by Marcia Rostad.
The Adult Spiritual Growth Committee is presenting a Facilitator 
Training Course to help new study facilitators feel comfortable 
and capable in leading a class. Basic information will be pre-
sented, including the identification and evaluation of studies, 
obtaining course materials, publicity, use of video materials and 
record-keeping. The needs and expectations of the adult learner 
will also be included. Lastly, skilled class facilitators will share their 
experiences and suggestions for how to present the course mate-
rials. (Note: If you are unable to attend this Zoom class, it will be 
repeated in August.)

To register, please do so on the church website, as time 
is short, or contact Marcia Rostad directly at (see church 
directory).

Lenten Studies Start in March
The Adult Spiritual Growth Committee, leaders of the reg-
ular adult study groups, and individual class facilitators are 
working to select a variety of Lenten-based studies to offer 
the congregation. There are many excellent studies avail-
able, so please watch for announcements regarding what 
Lenten-based studies will be presented beginning in March.

Book Studies

"In the Shadows of the Freeway: Growing up Brown and 
Queer" by Lydia Otero, winner of the Dolores Huerta 
Legacy Award in 2019. 2-3:30 p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 3 and 
10, rooms 17/18. Led by Joylee Gathings.

Born in 1955, Otero writes about growing up right here in 
Tucson, AZ. The book is a personal memoir that also covers 
a lot of the history of Tucson and its treatment of people 

"What Do We Do With Evil? The World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil" by Richard Rohr. 6-7:30 p.m. Thursdays, Jan. 
27 – Feb. 24 in room 20. Led by Kathy Narney.

"First we must fall, and then we recover 
from that fall – and both are the mercy of 
God." These words of Julian of Norwich 
are the undercurrent of Father Richard 
Rohr's 98-page book. He addresses the 
"poorly understood concept of sin and 
the scary concept of evil" – their sourc-
es, and how Scripture and Jesus present 
these themes. How do we understand 

these concepts – and thus free ourselves to more fully 
delight in our creator? A limited number of books will be 
available for purchase for $10, or you can order from var-
ious online vendors.
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Continued from page 3
of Latin descent. Otero talks about the 
education system and teachers and how 
Latinx were treated as outsiders, disre-
garding the fact they were here first. The 
book also covers how the building of the 
Interstate 10 freeway created a barrier 
that changed the flow of Otero's life. 
We will have a discussion of the book 
in the first session. We will be joined by 
the author in the second session. Bring 

your questions about growing up brown and queer 
in Tucson. Books are available from various online vendors 
and at Antigone Books on Fourth Avenue.

Do you or someone you know want to join St. Mark's 
UMC? Have you been thinking about membership at St. 
Mark's and wondering how to get more information and 
then join? Pastor Lynn 
and Tricia Chester (in-
terim administrative 
associate) will lead a 
Membership 101 class 
at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 6 
and 13 in the church 
library. This is an op-
portunity for you to learn more about St. Mark's – our pri-
orities and plans – as well as history and United Methodist 
beliefs. To register, go to 
https://umcstmarks.org/classes/exploring-membership. 

If you have questions, leave a message at 520-297-2062 
and Tricia will contact you.

Appointment Announcement
The Rev. Dan Morley, missional strategist and superinten-
dent of the North District, announced that Bishop Grant 

J. Hagiya intends to appoint the 
Rev. Paul Caseman as interim 
pastor of Federated Community 
Church, Flagstaff, AZ, effective 
Feb. 1 through June 30. Pas-
tor Paul is a retired elder in the 
Desert Southwest Conference 
and former longtime pastor of 
St. Mark's. Wish him well (and 
warmth)!Photo by Jeremy Wren 2019

Ongoing Study Groups
Wednesday Morning Study Group: "Sermon on the Mount: 
A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven" by Amy-Jill 
Levine. 10-11:30 a.m. Hybrid class, room 17/18 or Zoom. Led 
by Marcia Rostad.

The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, con-
tains some of Jesus' most profound and most 
memorable teachings. What might these teach-
ings have meant to his disciples and to the oth-
ers who first heard them? How do they enhance 
our reading of the rest of the Gospel of Mat-
thew, and how do they speak across the centu-
ries to listeners today? How, if we pay careful 
attention to his words, does Jesus provide us a 
road map to living as God would have us live? 

In this study, Levine introduces the major topics 
in the Sermon on the Mount, explains historical and theological 
contexts, and shows how the words of Jesus echo his Jewish 
tradition and speak forward to reach hearts and minds today. 
Books available through Cokesbury or Amazon. 

Sharing/Family Life Adult Sunday School: "The Difficult Words 
of Jesus: A Guide to His Most Perplexing Teachings" by Amy-Jill 
Levine. 9:30-11 a.m. Hybrid class, room 17/18 or Zoom. Led by 

Terry Majewski and Rick Farnsworth.

Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how 
to follow Torah, God's word; he told them par-
ables to help them discern questions of ethics 
and of human nature; and he offered them 
beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. 
But sometimes he spoke words that follow-
ers then and now struggle with. For exam-
ple, he instructs disciples to hate members 
of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as 
if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and 

to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 
18:22). In this book, Levine shows how these difficult teach-
ings would have sounded to the people who first heard them, 
how they have been understood over time, and how we might 
interpret them in the context of the gospel of love and recon-
ciliation. Each class will include book study, a weekly video, and 
discussion questions related to each week's topic. 

To learn more about the class or to receive the link for join-
ing, contact either co-leader (see church directory). All are wel-
come as we dive into Jesus' most difficult sayings. Books are 
available through Cokesbury, Amazon, and other websites. Also 
available as an eBook.

Rainbow Fellowship:
Getting to Know You!
In the last year we’ve doubled the size of our fellowship, as 
new members have found their way to the comforts of St. 
Mark’s as their church 
home. After hosting 
an “open house” meet 
and greet with the 
congregation in De-
cember, we’ve decid-
ed to turn inward for 
our February meeting 
and focus on getting to 
know one another better. Our February meeting will be 
a picnic gathering at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19 under the 
ramada at Ann Day Park (on Mona Lisa, between Ina and 
Magee). This will be a “bring your own lunch” picnic. We 
will NOT meet on campus in February. All who identify as 
LGBTQ are most welcome to join us as we take advantage 
of a glorious Tucson winter afternoon, sharing stories and 
table fellowship. If you have any questions, please contact 
Melinda Sims at rainbow@umcstmarks.org.

New Member Class
Starts Sunday, Feb. 6
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Children's Sunday School
February Plans

One of the first things we discover in childhood about life 
in community is, things happen to us that are simply not 
fair. The person next to us got more goldfish for snack than 
we did. Another person got to be line leader yesterday and 
they are line leader again. This continues throughout our 
lives. Maybe you got passed over for a promotion that you 
knew should have been yours. Maybe you had to make a 
decision where no matter the choice you made, someone 
would get the short end of the stick. Soul Station will take 
three weeks on Wednesday evenings beginning Feb. 9 to 
look at this idea of things not being fair and how Christ 
calls us to live and love even when it is not fair. Our service 
begins at 6:30 p.m., Tucson time, online, and Communion 
will be part of it. If you are interested in this opportunity 
please send an email to info@umcstmarks.org or call the 
church office at 520-297-2062 to be added to the list!

'That's Not Fair!'
Soul Station Update

Sunday School at St. Mark's for children 3 years (and potty 
trained) through fifth grade is in full swing, and we would 
love to have your child join us to learn about and explore 
the mystery of God through faith. Sunday School meets at 
10 a.m. on the first four Sundays of each month. Children 
3 years old through second grade meet in rooms 2/3 and 
children in third through fifth grades meet in rooms 8/9. 

The Sunday School teachers have worked hard to follow 
the St. Mark's Genesis Team's recommendations for safe-
ty. For example, each child has an individualized bag of 
supplies and materials to use, which helps to reduce the 
spread of germs; face coverings are required and children 
are encouraged to social distance. In addition, we have 
temporarily paused our tradition of bringing the Sunday 
School children into the worship service for Children's 
Time. We have also reduced the time frame for Sunday 
school to reduce the amount of time spent together and 
remain in line with worship times. For now, Sunday School 
is approximately 40 minutes long. 

During the month of February, children in Sunday School 
will continue to hear stories about Jesus from the book 
of Luke, chapters 5-8. These stories include Jesus' five 
friends, Jesus healing the man with the withered hand, 
Jesus healing a servant and the story of Jairus's daughter. 
These lessons will be brought to life through fun activities, 
games, projects, videos and music. 

Remember, there is no Sunday School on fifth Sundays. 
On these weeks, we encourage families to worship to-
gether in any of the worship services. We even provide 
an activity page and a place for Sermon Notes for children 
who attend worship on fifth Sundays. We look forward to 
seeing them!

Julie Eblen, Children and Family Ministries Coordinator

Coming Common Grounds Events
Common Grounds is an exciting ministry for people in their 
20s, 30s and 40s! We meet monthly to check in with each oth-
er and grow in our faith. These meetings are a chance for us 
to connect with and support one another. Our 2022 schedule 
is tentatively set here, but be sure to check back – our events 
may change! Some of our activities may sound a little daunt-
ing, and that’s OK! You are always welcome to just come hang 
out and chat with people who are there.

Feb. 19 Game Night
March 19 Paint Night
April 16 Holy Saturday – No Common Grounds
May 21 GooseChase
June 18 Progressive Dinner 
July 16 Game Night
Aug. 20 Escape Room at Church!
Sep. 17 Wood Sign Workshop
Oct. 15 Pumpkin Carving
Nov. (TBD) Family Pictures
Nov. 19 Game Night
Dec. 16 (Friday!) Christmas Party

Beyond our monthly meetings, this year we will offer a few 
short-term Bible studies. Many of these studies will take 
place from 4-6 p.m. Sundays on campus while PreTeens and 
youth are meeting. There may be new opportunities that arise 
off-campus or at different times, too! If you have any questions 
or suggestions for programs, let Rachel in the office know! 520-
297-2062 or rachel@umcstmarks.org.
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Missions Ministry
Missions Update
ST. MARK'S HAS DONATED 40,000 LBS. OF FOOD!

When the COVID-19 pandemic began almost two years 
ago, St. Mark's immediately recognized the increased 
need for food at our food banks. With the support of 
our church leadership, we began collecting food in our 
north parking lot every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
to donate to the northwest food bank at Interfaith 
Community Services. Our generous church family 
responded and continues to respond in a great way. We 
have now collected and donated more than 40,000 lbs. 
of food since we began! That is a tremendous effort that 
has helped to feed thousands of people in need in our 
community. We continue on. Thank you so much for 
your help! 

Want to keep helping ICS fight hunger and feed hope? 
Tickets are on sale for the organization's biggest 
fundraiser of the year, Empty Bowls, which happens 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. March 5 at the Tucson Chinese 
Cultural Center, 1288 W. River Road. Tickets start at 
$25 and include one handcrafted bowl and samples 
of soups, breads and dessert. Purchase tickets at 
https://p2p.onecause.com/emptybowls2022.

Peace. 
John Yost
Missions Committee Chair 

Market on the Move is Feb. 5
Between 9-11 a.m. this Saturday, Feb. 5, is your next chance 
to pick up 60 lbs. of fresh veggies for $10, right here at St. 
Mark’s. This is for everyone! Help keep these veggies out 

of the landfill. Wear 
your mask and stay 
in your car, and we 
will put prepackaged 
veggies in your trunk. 
Come in on La Caña-
da and exit on Magee. 
Questions or want to 
volunteer? Text Lenna 
at 305-923-5362 or 

email lennajeffer@yahoo.com. Volunteers: We will meet at 
7 a.m. to set up in time for business to open at 9. 

Time to Donate LOTSA PASTA!
And in more ICS news: From now until the end of February, 
Interfaith Community Services is asking all of its 120 faith com-
munity partners to donate LOTSA PASTA! The goal is to collect 
5,000 one-pound boxes of spaghetti and 5,000 cans or jars of 
pasta sauce. A box of spaghetti and a can or jar of pasta sauce 
provide a good meal for a family of four. St. Mark's led the way 
last year when the focus was on peanut butter. Let's see if we 
can donate lotsa pasta! Collection bins will be set up in the 
courtyard during church services all through February.

You can always bring your donations between 10-11 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Saturdays to the north parking lot of our church 
throughout the year. ICS appreciates all donations, big or small. 
You can also drop off your donation at the church office during 
normal business hours. 

Other donations of non-perishable food items, as well as fresh 
citrus, are also gratefully accepted and appreciated. Thank you 
so much for your ongoing help. We are making a huge impact 
in our community!
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School         and PreTeen Students! 

Want to know up-to-date youth info?
Check out our social media!

Facebook

Instagram

SOUPer Bowl of Caring

Feb. 13 (after church services)

Before the BIG GAME, the St. 
Mark’s youth have a tradition of 
collecting money for the Com-
munity Food Bank’s SOUPer Bowl of Caring. Meet Rachel at 9 
a.m. outside the Sanctuary, and walk over after Sunday School/
Confirmation to hold soup pots to collect money from the con-
gregation for the Food Bank. The more, the merrier! Don’t for-
get, after the SOUPer Bowl, come back for our District Super 
Bowl Party!
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UPCOMING EVE N T S 

R E- C AP 
Youth Group eXtreme: Youth 
Group is always a good time! But 
on Jan. 23, Youth Group was eX-
treme! We all had an amazing 
time throwing three-foot burritos 
at each other and dodging them! 
In the end, Rachel was definitely 
the target. Turns out, the youth 
of St. Mark’s are super good at 
throwing giant burritos! Thanks for the eXtreme fun!!

Day of Kindness parts 1 and 2 
Feb. 6 and Feb. 20
National Random Act of Kindness Day is on Feb. 17. The 
St. Mark’s youth have celebrated this awesome holiday a 
few different ways. This year, we will run a Curbside Pick-
up Food Drive! This awesome local mission will be done in 
two parts, and everyone who helps set up will take some 
home to serve in their own neighborhood. Any congrega-
tion members interested in participating – contact Rachel 
in the office, 520-297-2062 or rachel@umcstmarks.org. Ra-
chel will sign for service hours for this mission!

YEE-HAW!
Feb. 27
I can’t believe it’s almost Rodeo Break! New to Tucson? 
Here, we get this awesome break, Rodeo Break, at the end 
of February. You all get a nice, long weekend! It’s the per-
fect time to kick back, relax, and catch up on homework, 
chores, or … sleep. Rachel will catch up on sleep. Definitely 
sleep. We won’t meet Feb. 27 just in case you put off any 
last-minute assignments or go out of town with your family. 
See you in March!

Caption THAT
March 6
Ever have trouble coming up with a caption for your picture? 
Come see what happens when you get the captions FIRST 
and have to find the picture to match! Which team can come 
up with the best pictures? Wear your running shoes – things 
will be moving pretty quickly! If you have a device that can 
take and send pictures (e.g., a cell phone), you are welcome 
to bring it, but we will have some provided for each team.

February Birthdays 
Feb. 7—Eli Mosher 
Feb. 13—Grace Howell
Feb. 15—Tyler Drescher
  

SOU T H DI ST R IC T NEWS 
Super Bowl Party on Feb. 13
What can be better than watching the Super Bowl on a big 
TV?? Watching it on TWO big TVs – with all of your friends 
from the South District!! PLUS, we will have the return 
of the giant burritos for Throw, Throw, Burrito Extreme, 
video games, dodgeball, board games, pool, foosball and 
FOOD!! We will meet at 3 p.m. at the Wesley House and 
drive down to Catalina UMC together. We head back af-
ter halftime. (Don’t worry – if it’s close, we will finish the 
game at the Wesley House!)

CONFIRMAT ION 
This year’s Confirmation class is full 
of some pretty amazing humans! This 
semester, we began meeting in the 
Wesley House, and it is going great! 
We are more than halfway through 
our curriculum, using both in-per-
son learning and some fun tech tips 
we picked up last year. Probably the 
highlight of this year so far is the cinematic genius of Ra-
chel’s animation premiere. Who knows what we will see 
next week!

SSP UPDAT E
July 8-16
St. Mark’s will travel to San Diego, CA for Sierra Service Project. 
We will leave St. Mark’s on July 8, have some fun bonding time 

in San Diego and be ready to work by 
the 10th. SSP has new COVID poli-
cies for this year. If you have any SSP 
questions, please let Rachel know. 
Registration is open now, but hurry! 
We have only a few spots left! Reg-
ister at the QR code or at https://
forms.gle/3bbmaAUM1sayLFyJ9
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February is Black History Month
Black History Month is a time to honor the achievements and history of Black people while 
acknowledging progress toward equality that has yet to be made. Whether you choose a fun 
activity, a thought-provoking book study or a hands-on social justice project, Black History 
Month can be a time of connection and learning. Use the ideas below to Celebrate Black Histo-
ry Month 2022 and to carry the spirit of learning and inclusion throughout 2022 and beyond:
 Participate on a St. Mark's UMC committee, including Church and Society, Adult Spiritual 

Growth, Family Ministries, Youth, Missions, Prayer, Worship, Growth and Hospitality, etc. 
Each committee has a role in the implementation of the St. Mark's UMC Racial Equity Plan. 

 Offer to be the Racial Equity Advocate (REA) for a committee. The REAs meet quarterly 
to review work done by St. Mark's committees. Contact racialequity@umcstmarks.org for 
information. 

 Visit the Pima County Library "Kindred" web page https://www.library.pima.gov/kindred/ for 
book ideas for all ages and interests 

 Celebrate Black History Month At The Tiny Desk  
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/961997595/celebrating-black-history-month-at-the-tiny-desk  (Concerts - NPR) 

 Treat yourself to lunch from a Black-Owned Restaurant: https://www.eatblackowned.com/ 
 Learn about Buffalo Soldiers at the Fort Huachuca Museum and Annex  

https://history.army.mil/museums/TRADOC/fortHuachuca/index.html
 Try virtual tours offered by the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History & Culture  

https://nmaahc.si.edu/events/tours
 Volunteer with a Black-led nonprofit: https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=8032 
 Find out about 8 Black Inventors Who Made Daily Life Easier  

https://www.history.com/news/8-black-inventors-african-american (History.com)
 Take advantage of the many thought-provoking articles, videos, podcasts and book recommendations on the St. 

Mark's UMC Racial Equity web page https://umcstmarks.org/racial-equity/racial-equity-resources/ 

Happy New Year From the HIV/AIDS Task Force!
Even though it's almost the end of January as I write this, St. Mark's still has nine months in which to support the PL HIV 
(People Living with HIV) community in our midst. And members of PL HIV are truly living with us—next door, greeting 
us in the grocery store, worshiping with us in the pew to the left or right. According to an article by Paul Kawata of the 
National Minority AIDS Council, "… there are 1.2 million Americans living with HIV … and the majority … are over 50." He 
points out that an estimated 49% are unaware of their positive HIV status and, therefore, are not receiving life-saving 
medical care. And many may not be vaccinated against COVID-19. A possible double whammy! St. Mark's has been a 
very supportive friend to the PL HIV community, especially through our involvement with TIHAN, and 2022 proves to be 
no exception: United Methodist Women began its year by graciously inviting Deirdre Demers, TIHAN Program Manager, 
to speak at its January meeting and then collected 30 deodorants for CarePackages! Thanks, UMW! Your committee or 
task force can also invite a speaker from TIHAN or the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation so you can learn more about 
the PL HIV community and how to support them. Education is part of our task force's ministry. Join us!

HIV/AIDS TASK FORCE: Pat Small, Linda Walker, Mary Lu Kiracofe, Marcia Rostad, and Sally Mettler

Thank You for Your Christmas Offering Contributions
We are pleased to report that the 2021 Christmas offering raised $13,913. Half of this offering will go to the Nash Neigh-
bors Fund. These funds will be used to provide a wide range of support to Nash Elementary School, including school 
supplies, a monthly mobile food pantry, and staff appreciation lunch/gifts. The remaining 50% is designated for the Inn 
Project. These funds are distributed through the conference to help people who are awaiting their court date for an 
immigration hearing, by providing food and supplies. Thank you for your generous contributions.
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February prayer requests
The St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides monthly prayer requests for various church activities and services, 
mission opportunities and people we can pray for during the month. The monthly Prayer Requests are located on the 
church website under the "Ministries" tab, then "Congregational Care." Or if you are reading this online, follow this 
link: https://umcstmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/monthlyprayerlist_02-22.pdf

St. Mark's Financial Performance
The St. Mark's financial results for 2021 are shown below:

Actual Budget Plus/Minus
Income  $1,084,370  $1,153,779  ($69,409)
Expense  1,060,020  1,153,779  93,759
Net Income  $ 24,350   $24,350

The generosity of the congregation and the ability of committees to control expenses enabled St. Mark's to have $24,350 
of positive net income for the year. This amount was added to the Unrestricted Fund. This is remarkable in these difficult 
economic times.

The 2022 stewardship campaign, "Come and See," generated pledges totaling $789,000 and many pledges of service. 
Your financial and service pledges are greatly appreciated. These pledges, along with dollars in the Unrestricted Fund, 
enabled Covenant Council to approve a budget for 2022 of $1,192,000. With this budget, St. Mark's can continue with 
most of its existing ministries and programs for another year. "Come and See" what is happening at St. Mark's.

Bill Zermuehlen, Finance Committee Chair

Update From Worldwide Christian Support Task Force
Pressure on Christians Increases in India

The Evangelical Fellowship of India's Religious Liberty Commission tracks acts against Christians. 
The group looks for patterns in murders, false charges and attacks on churches. It documented 
three murders, 20 cases of social boycott of families who refused to renounce their faith, and 
attacks on 22 churches in the first half of 2021.

One example occurred in the state of Karnataka. A Christian pastor entered his church in the 
city of Hubballi and found people inside singing Hindu religious songs and shouting slogans. 
The pastor called the police, but the protesters accused him of forcing a Hindu man to convert 
to Christianity. The police arrested the pastor under charges of "outraging the religious feelings 
any class" and he spent 12 days in jail before being released on bail.

An alarming development is the expansion and scope of so-called Freedom of Religion Acts, which do not promote true 
freedom of religion but are known as anti-conversion laws under which people can be prosecuted for converting to re-
ligions other than Hindu and for talking to people about the Christian faith. Such laws have previously been enforced in 
seven states but are now expanding to more states. Some of these laws have begun to be challenged in India's courts. 
The Supreme Court of India has agreed to examine the constitutional validity of laws enacted by two states but said the 
laws first need to be challenged in lower courts. 

Prayer: Almighty Father, give strength to the Christians of India as they experience persecution for their faith. Provide 
wisdom to the courts of India so the judges can discern the real meaning of religious liberty.
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Dear Church Family...

St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road

Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062

Email:
info@umcstmarks.org

Website:
www.umcstmarks.org

Lead Pastor:
Rev. Lynn Bartlow
Associate Pastor:

Rev. Stuart Salvatierra 
Christian Formation  

and Outreach Pastor:
Kim Ogle

Sunday Worship
In person

8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Livestreamed
10 a.m.

umcstmarks.org/live-worship
YouTube:

UMC St. Mark's Oro Valley
or access the YouTube link

via Facebook
St. Mark's UMC Tucson

We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to  
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also submit via our online form at https://umcstmarks.org/prayer-request

PRAYER CORNER

CONDOLENCES

Judy Drescher
April DuBoce
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Mary Sanders 

Don Beene
Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman

Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers 
Sherri Wyland

We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:

• Dave Camp and the rest of his family on the passing of Dave's wife, Shirley, the 
morning of Jan. 12. A memorial service for Shirley will take place at 2 p.m. Feb. 5 in 
the St. Mark's Sanctuary.

• The children and family of Mary Beachboard, who died the morning of Jan. 14. 
Memorial service information is forthcoming. It will likely be held in April.

Thank you for the sympathy cards, phone calls, donations to Alzheimer's in memory of my 
husband, Jim, and your special prayers. Your comforting words and the reminders that God is 
with me have truly helped. Even though my heart is breaking because I miss Jim so much, I 
am grateful that he is no longer suffering. Thank you again for being there for me the last four 
months. I am so blessed to have a caring church family. God bless, Karen Allison

A special thanks to Kathy Deason for stepping into the role of accompanist for the Celebration 
Singers for a few weeks while Lira is tending to some family needs. We appreciate your willing-
ness to use your gifts for the good of the church! 

To all the people of St. Mark's – please know that St. Mark's in Tucson will always be beloved com-
munity to me. Shortly after making Tucson our home in 2008, my husband, David, and I joined St. 
Mark's. Pastor Sharon, Deaconess Marjie Hrabe, Sandi Heilman, Chris Bahnson and many others 
had profound impacts on me as I discerned my call to the Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner. 

In St. Mark's I found a place from which to be in ministry. I was encouraged in my faith and in 
formation as a deaconess. And I was held up by so many of you when I could not feel solid ground 
under me when David died in early 2020. 

In the spring of 2021 I began a leave of absence to devote the time and energy to relocate to 
the Midwest where I could be near family and to find a new church and discern my next ministry 
commitments. With my relocation to Chicago complete and a church to call home, I have a new 
base in which to serve and to be sustained as I discern ministry opportunities. And I give thanks 
for so many blessings David and I enjoyed in the years we made Tucson our home. 

God's peace to you and yours, 
Deaconess Martha Lundgren 
 

PS - If anyone asks, you may share my new address: (call church office)
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Reflections
  How is your hearing? 
I was a delayed talker when I was little. After testing, 
they discovered that I couldn't hear. A quick surgery 
to remove my adenoids, and my father says I haven't 
stopped talking since. Hearing impacted my speak-
ing; addressing my hearing problem 
addressed my speech development. 

However, making sure my ears weren't 
blocked isn't enough to help me actu-
ally hear. Not long ago I witnessed an 
interaction between two people where 
it was clear the person heard what was 
being said, but wasn't actually listen-
ing. Sure enough, it created a tension 
later when there wasn't follow-through 
on what was asked. 

Listening is an art form that requires practice, disci-
pline, and intentionality. We have to practice being 
present and hearing what is being said. We have to 
tune out the things that are trying to get our atten-
tion, to focus on the conversation at hand. We have 
to choose to set aside what we are doing to pay at-
tention. It's something most people do without even 
thinking, but we all fail at some point or another. 

It's hard enough to hear someone when they are 
standing in front of us or sitting next to us in the car. 
It's even more difficult to hear God. How do we listen 
for God's voice? What does God sound like? 

(Fun fact: in the movie The Prince of Egypt, God's 
voice in the burning bush was the same voice as the 

actor who played Moses. The direc-
tors believed that most people hear 
God in their head, and that voice  
most sounds like their own voice.) 

This month, we will spend some 
time in worship exploring God's 
voice through our lectionary pas-
sages from Luke. God's voice shapes 
us, directs us, heals us, and calls us 
to reconciliation. How do we listen 

to the Spirit of God? What does it mean to hear and 
to attend to God's voice through the Spirit? 

Join us in worship this month as we explore The Art of 
Hearing. Maybe, just maybe, we will hear God a little 
more clearly.

See you soon,
Pastor Lynn

If you would like to receive the 
Messenger electronically (in color!) 
and discontinue your paper copy,  

submit a request to  
messenger@umcstmarks.org


