Volume 62, Number 4
April 6, 2022

Changing the world through Christ, by caring for all people.

Holy Week and Easter

Join us at St. Mark’s during Holy Week to walk with Jesus and

his disciples from the anticipation and tension of Palm and Passion
Sunday through the joy and new life of Easter. A variety of worship
experiences will help you enter into the love of Christ.

Palm & Passion Sunday—April 10, 8:30 & 10 a.m.
Sermon: God Moves ... To the Cross

Hosanna! We sing our hosannas to the king of kings who rode into
Jerusalem on the donkey so long ago. Join our choirs on Palm Sunday
in the Sanctuary as they share musical selections that invite us to
ponder the events of that day and Holy Week. Our Praise Team will
lead a similar musical worship service in the Modern Service at 10 a.m.

*Soul Station—Wed., April 13, 6:30 p.m.

Soul Station will meet at 6:15 p.m. Tucson time over Zoom, with the
service starting at 6:30 p.m. This service, ending in Holy Communion,
will explore what it means to be of the same mind as Jesus as we enter
into the second half of Holy Week. If you are interested please call the
office (520-297-2062) or send an email to info@umcstmarks.org.

Easter Sunday Services, April 17
Sermon: God Moves ... Out of the Tomb

You are welcome to bring a fresh flower to decorate the
Floral Cross located in the courtyard near the Sanctuary entrance.

*Maundy Thursday—April 14, 6:30 p.m.

6-ish a.m. — Sunrise Service

An outdoor service on the church labyrinth, led by
the St. Mark’s youth with Holy Communion.

This communion service at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary will move us
through the final day that Christ was with his disciples, ending with
his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. The different pieces within
the worship experience will tie into the narrative of that fateful day.
This service will be streamed and in person.

8:30 and *10 a.m. — Traditional Worship Service
Featuring music from the Chancel Choir in a joyful
celebration of the Risen Christ! In the Sanctuary.

Guided Stations of the Cross—Fri., April 15

10 a.m. — Modern Worship Service

A somber, meditative procession through the Stations of the Cross on
the Memorial Garden pathway, a remembrance of Christ’s journey on
the road to Calvary to prepare the body, mind, and spirit for our Good
Friday service meeting afterward. Meet at the Memorial Garden at
4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. This is an in-person-only event.

Our Praise Team's musicians will lead this worship on the
labyrinth with all the energy of an Easter morning!

Pancake Breakfast after all services

Breakfast served on the west patio, sponsored by the St.
Mark’s youth. Donations benefit the youth mission projects.

*Good Friday—April 15, 6:30 p.m.

Our service on Good Friday will be a Tenebrae service, a service of
shadows. This service will read through the story of the crucifixion
from the gospel of John, beginning with the arrest in the garden and
ending with the tomb. Scripture and song will lead us through the
night as we extinguish candles, leaving us in near darkness. Join us to
reflect on the holy events of that Friday. Service is in the Sanctuary or
live-streamed.

Community Event

9 a.m. – noon Saturday, April 9

Hop on over to the St. Mark's Easter Event! There will be
crafts, games, cupcake/cookie walk, Easter egg hunt, and
lots of fun for kids and families. We need cupcakes and
cookies (either home-made or store bought), which can be
dropped off at the church office on Thursday, April 7 by 1
p.m. or Friday, April 8 by noon.

Self-Guided Stations of the Cross

Guidebooks to lead you through the Stations of the Cross will be
available at the beginning of the Memorial Garden pathway during
all of Holy Week so you can walk the road to Calvary as a part of your
preparation for the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.
*These services will be live streamed. All listed times are Tucson time.
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Easter Flowers

UMW Has a New Name

The Worship Committee will place spring flowers in the Sanctuary
and outside in the courtyard on Easter. If you would like to contribute
toward these flowers in honor or in memory of someone, please
complete this form and put it in an offering plate or return it to the
church office. To pay, drop off a check with “Easter Flowers” on the
m e m o line or click on “Donations” on our website “Giving” page
and scroll down to the flowers option.

United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith! (Information
from the March-April 2022 issue of "Response" magazine, a United
Methodist Women publication.)
This move is part of a refreshing
of the organization that includes
a new logo and an array of new
and improved programs to
nurture current members and
welcome new women to join to
put their love in action on behalf of women, children, and youth.

The $15 suggested donation will go toward the
flower purchase. Any difference will go into the
Flower Fund. Historically, the Worship Committee
has used this money to purchase needed items for
charities to help the people they serve – we try not to
duplicate the Missions Committee’s charitable efforts.

The new programs are fruits of research conducted over the past five years
with more than 24,000 United Methodists and women of other Christian
traditions participating in surveys, focus groups and interviews. This input
informed the prayerful discernment of staff and elected leaders.

If you would like your honorarium or memorial listed in the Easter
bulletin, please return this form by Monday, April 11. Flowers can
be picked up after the 10 a.m. service on Easter or in the morning
Tuesday, April 19. (The church office is closed Monday, April 18.) The
remaining flowers will start being delivered to the homebound on
Thursday, April 21.

The changes are designed to address the different needs and life
stages of current members and new women, and to expand options
for membership and engagement. The new name, United Women in
Faith, also aims to welcome current members whose local churches
may choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church as well
as women of other faith traditions who want to join.

EASTER FLOWER FORM
Please PRINT clearly.

United Women in Faith (like United Methodist Women) seeks to
connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that
they can inspire, influence and impact local and global communities.
If you have questions or would like additional information, please
contact Clara Campbell, president of St. Mark's United Women in Faith
(see church directory), or leave a message in the United Methodist
Women mailbox (until the mailbox label is changed).

Name: _____________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________
I am contributing $__________toward the purchase
of Easter flowers for the Sanctuary and outside.

Statement from Clara Campbell:
"Calling ourselves (United Women of Faith) is a refreshment of our
organization that includes a new look, new feel and new program.
We are still a powerful, fearless force driven by God's love and united
in sisterhood with a focus on women, children, and youth. We invite
like-minded women to join us, because love in action can change the
world. If the church changes, women can still belong, as you do not
need to be a member of the Methodist church or any church to be a
member. These changes are to address the needs and life stages of
current women. We like our new name."

In honor of: __________________________________
In memory of: ________________________________
Bring form to the church office on or before Monday, April 11.

Easter Offering

April UWF Meeting

Don't forget our special Easter Special Offering! This year our offering will
help fight hunger around the world and at home through the work of
Rise Against Hunger and the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona.

St. Mark's United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) will meet at 9:45 a.m. Tucson time on Tuesday, April 12 in Room
17/18 and via Zoom. Our program will be about the Desert Southwest Conference's "The Inn Project" designed to assist and provide
short-term housing for refugees in Tucson. Ms. Gretchen Lopac, Inn
director, and our own Kathie Barrett, St. Mark's INN liaison and volunteer, will speak. Prior to COVID, St. Mark's United Methodist Women's
Grace Circle members volunteered in the kitchen and sorting clothes
at The Inn Project (then at First UMC, Tucson) a couple of times each
year.

Rise Against Hunger is an agency that packs food to be shipped all over the
world to meet the hunger needs of people in such places as Madagascar
and Thailand, Puerto Rico and Nicaragua. These meals can fill the gap for
those in hunger following political unrest or conflicts, floods or droughts.
Locally, the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona responds to the
root causes of hunger and seeks to restore dignity, health, opportunity
and hope to people living in poverty. It does this through education and
outreach programs, community partnerships, and simply getting food
into the hands of those who need it.

All women of the church are invited. You don't have to be a member
of United Women in Faith or any church to come.

Join us in giving to our special Easter offering this year. Our offering
will be split between the two agencies, with 2/3 used for a meal
packing event and the other 1/3 to help the Community Food Bank.
Your generous donation will help us to feed "the least of these" who
hunger in this world. Your offering can be mailed to or dropped off at
the church, or you can give online via the "Giving" page in the block
marked "Easter Special Offering." Checks should also be marked
Easter Offering. Thanks for your gift!

If you have questions about this meeting or need a ride, please contact St. Mark's United Women in Faith President Clara Campbell
(see church directory). If you'd like to receive the Zoom information, please contact Secretary Kay Hayworth (see church directory),
or leave a message in the United Methodist Women mailbox in the
church office.
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The Art of Forgiving

ALL REGISTRATION IS ONLINE AT https://umcstmarks.
org then go to "Classes" and then select "Adult Spiritual
Growth Opportunities." Or sign up at the Adult Spiritual
Growth board on the patio Sunday mornings. Books and
e-books can be obtained from online bookstores (Cokesbury, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or Bookshop.org, which
supports locally owned bookstores).

“First, we must develop and maintain the capacity to
forgive. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid
of the power to love.” – Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
A four-session study about forgiving will begin at 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 21 in Room 17/18. Linda Walker will lead.

Open Minds Book Discussion

At our final spring meeting, we will discuss the novel
Afterlife from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Friday, April 22, via Zoom.
Newcomers are welcome! To participate, you can register
online or contact one of the group leaders, Celeste Pardee
or Ann Reaban (see church directory).

In Disciple Bible Studies, participants
read and think about a "Human
Condition" every week. It seems that,
as human beings, there are many
"conditions" that we have in common.
Being able to honestly and lovingly
forgive those who have wronged or
wounded us is one of them.

Afterlife, by Julia Alvarez (2020). In this
powerful novel portraying the lives of
Latino immigrants in New England,
Ms. Alvarez asks: What do we owe
our family members and neighbors
in times of crisis? How do we live in a
fractured society without losing faith in
one another or ourselves? And how do
we stay true to the loved ones we’ve
lost? The main character, Antonia, a
recent retiree from a Vermont college
where she taught English, grapples with these questions
following the death of her husband and disappearance of
one of her sisters.

We pray, "… forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass
against us." In other words, we ask for God's forgiveness
for ourselves that equals our ability to forgive others. Is
this really what we want?
The book for this study, The Art of Forgiving: When You
Need to Forgive and You Don't Know How by Lewis B.
Smedes, is an extremely helpful resource for exploring
aspects of forgiveness. Purchasing the book is optional,
but it is recommended for a fuller, richer class experience.

Sharing/Family Life

I hope you will prayerfully consider joining me for this
short-term study. I have led this study several times
before, and each time, I was dealing with some aspect of
forgiving in my own life, and each time, I have found help.
– Linda Walker

On April 24 the Sharing/Family Life Adult Sunday School
Class will begin a 12-week book study – Parables: The
Greatest Stories Ever Told by John White. This study
from the LifeGuide Bible Study series introduces 12 of
the greatest stories ever told. Most are familiar to us, but
when the familiar takes an unexpected twist, we find our
secret thoughts exposed to the healing light of Jesus. Join
the class to see how these "stories" might change our
thoughts and actions. Note that class will not meet on
fifth Sundays and the weekend of July 4th.

Wednesday Morning Study

The Walk: 5 Essential Practices of the Christian Life. A Study by
Rev. Adam Hamilton.
How do we walk with Christ? In this study, Adam Hamilton
focuses on five essential spiritual practices that are rooted in
Jesus' own walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament. These five essential practices, which help deepen our
life in Christ, are worship, study, serving, giving, and bearing
witness to our faith. Each practice is explored, including its New
Testament foundation, and what it looks like to pursue this
practice daily in our personal life and in the life of the church.

Sharing/Family Life Adult Sunday School class meets from
9:30-11 a.m. on Sundays in Room 17/18 and simultaneously on Zoom. To obtain the Zoom link, contact Rick
Farnsworth (see church directory) or Terry Majewski (see
church directory). Books will be available for purchase in
class before Easter and can also be obtained from online
resources.
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This six-week study is 10-11:30 a.m. Wednesdays beginning
April 20 in Room 17/18 or via Zoom (link information available
from Marcia Rostad, see church directory). The book is enriching and uplifting but is optional for the class.

Bible Art Workshop
4-6 p.m. April 24: We will begin our time
together by studying a passage of Scripture,
seeking understanding and connecting
with God's word. Then, we will engage our
creativity as we use various art forms to
bring the Scripture to life. Coloring, stamping,
inking, stickers and more will be available to
help us. Some supplies will be provided, but
feel free to bring your
favorites
to
use!
Experienced or novice
– all are welcome to
come explore! The
gift of artistry is not a
requirement! For more
information, contact
Rachel Mosher, rachel@umcstmarks.org.

Zoom Book Discussion

We will offer a discussion of the book, Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James Houston,
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, May 17 via Zoom.
Login information will be sent shortly
before class.
This is the true story of Jeanne
Wakatsuki who, at age 7, was sent
to live in the Manzanar internment
camp in 1942. Jeanne writes how
she struggled to adapt to forced detention and what day-to-day life was
like inside the camp. When the war
ended, Jeanne again had to adapt to
life in L.A., where she continued to be demeaned and oppressed.

Support Ukraine
Through UMCOR

It has been 80 years since this dark chapter in America
occurred. Overnight Japanese Americans became the enemy and were told to take only what they could carry to
the internment camps. Join us to discuss this firsthand
recollection of what that was like for a little girl.

In addition to your prayers, you can give financially to the
work of the church in Ukraine through UMCOR (United
Methodist Committee on Relief). One hundred percent
of the money donated goes to provide relief. Our Missions Committee has boldly and unanimously authorized $12,000 to be sent for humanitarian relief efforts
in Ukraine through UMCOR. You can give, too. Go online
(https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/) to give directly,
or give to the church with the subject line "Ukraine," and
we will send your gift.

Please purchase the book on your own or check with your
neighborhood library. Facilitated by Joylee Gathings.

Celebration Singers Will
Give Long-Delayed Concert

After two years of waiting to finally get to present our concert originally scheduled for March 2020, we are going to
do just that on May 1. The concert begins at 3 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. It is called "Joy," because we are so thrilled to
be back and able to sing for you. Featured will be a men's
chorus and a women's chorus, as well as the pieces from
the choir itself. The concert is free, but you may give a
free-will offering to the music department after the show.
We look forward to seeing you there.
– Sondra Franks, director
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Lay Servant Recognition

St. Mark's UMC recognizes Linda Sterling for receiving
her certificate for completing the Lay Servant Ministries
advanced course "Living Our United Methodist Beliefs"
about the history and heritage of the United Methodist
Church. Receiving this certificate also recognizes her time,
commitment, energy, and dedication to the Lay Servant
Ministries of the United Methodist Church. We have many
lay servants who serve here at St. Mark's involved in Lay
Servant Ministries, and as each completes more classes
we will acknowledge them.
Perhaps you have felt God calling you to become more involved here at St. Mark's. Or perhaps you have discerned
the need to develop your leadership skills. If so, Lay Servant Ministries courses can help you. Lay Servant Ministries courses / Learning & Leading courses will prepare
you for a multitude of missions and ministries or improve
your teaching and leadership skills, guide you in improving your devotional time, help you become an accountable disciple, or help you develop confidence in leading
prayer. If you would like to find out more or what courses
are available, contact Kelly Deyoe at (see church directory).

Counselor-in-Residence Update

The Counselor-in-Residence program has been providing
skilled psychotherapeutic support to St. Mark's members
and its constituents for more than 27 years. We are grateful for the professional service and care the program has
and will continue to provide to our community.

Earth Day is April 22

Earth Day was first celebrated on April 22, 1970. The purpose
of Earth Day is to educate and remind political leaders as well
as common people of the importance of the environment—human, physical, plants, and creatures—and our responsibility to
protect and restore it. Earth Day has grown from rallies in a few
American cities into an international phenomenon with events
in 140 countries.

We are excited to have Liesl Scalzitti, Ph.D., joining the
Counselor-in-Residence program along with our current
Counselor-in-Residence, Susan Proebsting, Ph.D. We are
very fortunate to have these two professionals as part of
the program.

In the United States it brought some immediate action with the
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency in December of 1970, and legislation pertaining to clean air, water
quality, endangered species, toxic substances, and mining was
adopted before the end of that decade, but there is still much
more to be done in all of these areas.

Susan will continue leading the weekly Grief Support
group and continue to see clients through the program.
Susan can be contacted at susan@maitriwellness.com or
520-221-7766.
Liesl, who was introduced in worship on March 27, is officing at the Wesley house five days a week and is available
for appointments by calling 520-273-0320.

Within the United Methodist Church, we have the Social Principles to give us guidance regarding our responsibility to all of
creation. The following paragraph from the Community of All
Creation section summarizes our role:

– Kathy Parrish CIR Committee Chair

We affirm our sacred calling to be responsible stewards and to
lovingly tend all the God has wrought. We recognize that the
degradation and wholesale destruction of the natural environment threatens unprecedented harm, bringing danger to human and nonhuman life alike.

Memorial Concert April 30

The University of Arizona is celebrating the legacy of longtime faculty member and former St. Mark's Chancel Choir
Director Dr. Keith Johnson, who died in 2020. Johnson
worked at St. Mark's for 15 years before Elizabeth Schauer's tenure here. The concert, at 3 p.m. April 30 in Crowder
Hall on the UA campus, will feature performances by the
Arizona Wind Quartet, select faculty members and the
University of Arizona Horn Choir and Alumni. Donations
will be accepted for a horn scholarship in Johnson's name.

We are reminded that God created all the natural world and
directed us to be good stewards, which requires us to improve
the well-being of all of creation without causing additional
harm.
– Dorothy Montgomery, Church and Society Committee
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Missions Ministry
St. Mark's Donates FOOD

Missions Update

Did you know that this year we have already collected and donated 8,000 lbs. of food to the northwest food bank at Interfaith Community Services? That is outstanding! Thank you so
much for your help.

A portion of the money given to St. Mark's is designated
to missions work. From those funds, the Missions
Committee approved disbursements to these partner
organizations in the first quarter:

The rapid increase in prices, especially housing costs, gasoline,
and groceries, is putting a strain on all of us but even moreso for
low-income families. Extra help from the food banks can make
a big difference. Our donations provide thousands of additional
meals. Please help if you can. All donations are appreciated.
Donation tip: Buying larger quantities of smaller packages will
help to feed more individuals than buying larger sizes.

Tu Nidito - $2,500 - A youth and child services
organization that provides grief support for youth,
teens, and young adults while they grieve the diagnosis
of a severe medical condition or death of a loved one.
Stand Up For Kids - $2,500 - Since 2004 in Tucson, Stand
Up For Kids provides a variety of services to help end the
cycle of youth homelessness, including drop-in centers
and street outreach programs.

You can bring your donations between 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays or
Saturdays to the north parking lot of the church, or you can
drop them off at the church office during its business hours.

Volunteer to Serve
Primavera Meals

JobPath - $1,500 - JobPath partners with Pima
Community College and other job training programs to
support students in two-year or shorter degree or other
certification programs. Assistance is provided with both
school and non-school expenses to ensure that students
make it to the finish line. Amazingly, JobPath graduates
earn an average of nearly $50,000 annually right after
graduation!

Time to get back in that apron! Grab that ladle and serve with love at
Primavera Men's Shelter. Now that the pandemic respite is over, we
are again taking reservations for meal teams beginning July 9. There
will also be need of one July 30. The St. Mark's service days are every
second and fifth Saturday of the month. April, May, and June are already booked. The dates will be listed for the rest of the year in SignUp Genius, at https://tinyurl.com/PrimaveraMeals.
A cookbook with recipes and other handy hints will be sent to your
team electronically. The shelter is averaging 50 men, with plans to
slowly increase that number.

Interfaith Community Services - $2,500 - St. Mark's
is one of the six founding member churches with ICS
dating back to 1985. Through the years, hundreds of our
members have volunteered at ICS in helping to achieve
their core mission to help those in need to achieve
stable, healthy, independent lives. In 2021, ICS served
more than 52,000 individuals through several available
programs and distributed more than 4 million lbs. of
food, including 24,000 pounds donated by our St. Mark's
community.

John Yost, Missions Committee
chair, presents a
check for $2,500
from St. Mark's to
Jay Deskins, Faith
and Community
Outreach Coordinator at Interfaith
Community Services.

Together, we are doing great things. Thank you!
John Yost, Missions Committee Chair
One of the St. Mark's mission partner organizations, Tu
Nidito, is having a May Gala from 6-10 p.m. Saturday, May 7
outdoors at the Tucson Country Club. It will feature dinner,
dancing, entertainment, silent auction, special tributes and the
honoring of Tu Nidito's 2022 Remarkable Moms. The mission
and vision of Tu Nidito is to ensure that no child grieves alone.
For
more
information
visit
https://www.
tunidito.org/remarkable
or
call
520-322-9155.
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School

and PreTeen Students!

Want to know up-to-date youth info?
Check out our social media!
Facebook

Instagram
Rachel is posting amazing videos all week long. You DON'T
want to miss them!

SAVE THE DATE! We had to cancel our
back-to-school lock-in back in August,
but have no fear – we are trying again.
Save the date now, May 13, all night at
Defy! It will be an amazing night with
other United Methodist youth from all
around the district. Details are coming
out soon, so be sure to check back with
Rachel so you don't miss it!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Service Sunday April 10

You guys have rocked our regular Service Sundays, and we have
one more coming up! Join us on April 10. Rachel has a special Palm
Sunday treat planned once we finish our service. Friends are always welcome, and remember, you can get service hours for these
meetings.

E AST ER SUNRISE SERVICE

Easter Sunday, April 17

Our high school students have put together an
awesome Easter Sunrise Service. They need middle school students to help, though! Whether you
want to help lead the service, or you just want
to see the beautiful service we have planned,
you won't be disappointed. Be sure to sign up to
help at our Pancake Breakfast, going on all Easter
morning! The proceeds from this fundraiser will
be split between Youth Missions and the Youth Program. Sign up for
the pancake breakfast using this QR code!

A Very Merry Unbirthday April 24

Each month, on the Youth Page, I list your birthdays so we can
celebrate each other on our birthdays! But what's more fun
than a birthday party? Obviously an unbirthday party. Never
been to one? Now is your chance. Come party on April 24.
There will be all kinds of fun stuff, so bring your friends!

Taco Tuesday…on a Sunday May 1

We take Mother's Day and Father's Day off of Youth Group so
you can celebrate your moms and dads. But this year, the week
before Mother's Day, we are going to celebrate our parents all
together! On May 1, we will meet at our regular 4-6 p.m. time,
but THIS time, we will spend some time making a delicious taco
dinner for our parents, who will be invited to join us at 5 p.m.
for a dinner of appreciation.

CONFIRMAT ION
The Confirmation class is entering
our last full month of class. This has
been an interesting year full of learning and laughs. These hard-working
students will be confirmed on May 8.

High School Outing 6:30-7:30 p.m. May 1

Attention High School Students!
Join Rachel on the first Sunday of every month for a High School
Outing. We meet out in public to enjoy some time of fellowship
and discussion. On May 1, we will meet at the Starbucks at Ina
and Oracle. Questions? Contact Rachel.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION

Happy Mother's Day! May 8

June 1-3
Attention students in grades 6-8! The South District Middle School Mission is getting all set up and ready for you!
We will meet here at St. Mark's, along with students from
all over the South District, from June 1-3. You will participate in multiple missions around the Tucson area and
have a ton of fun along the way. More information coming
soon.

As mentioned above, we take Mother's Day off so you can take
the time to celebrate Mom. Be sure you take the time you
would usually spend at youth group to do something nice for
your mom!

SSP UPDAT E
July 8-16
Sierra Service Project is fast approaching! There are still a few
spots available, so if you are interested in joining us, hurry and sign
up today. Your first two payments
should have already been turned in
to Rachel, and the final payment is
due July 1. Scholarships are available.
Questions? Contact Rachel. Register
at the QR code or at https://forms.

April Birthdays

gle/3bbmaAUM1sayLFyJ9

T HANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who helped with our Rummage
Sale. We had a great year, and it's all thanks to you. We
raised more than $1,300 for the youth program and youth
missions. Great job, everyone!
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April 6—Jonathan Niemiec
April 13—Ian Parkinson
April 14—Gabby Morrison
April 20—Maddie Martin
April 22—Grace Carsten
April 24—Ray Trejo
April 26—Felicity Niemiec

April prayer requests

The St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides monthly prayer requests for various church activities and services,
mission opportunities and people we can pray for during the month. The monthly Prayer Requests are located on the
church website under the "Ministries" tab, then "Congregational Care."

† Pray for peace in Ukraine. Pray also for the health and well-being of all Ukrainian refugees. Ask God's blessings for the nearby
countries who are helping refugees. Pray for the Ukrainian soldiers, government leaders, and people who are staying in Ukraine.
Ask God to work within the Russian and Ukrainian leaders and fighting forces to end the war.
† Pray for the St. Mark's Confirmation students as they meet together and learn about their faith. As they learn about Jesus and
God, about love, mercy, and forgiveness. And as they learn about the United Methodist Church. Ask God to help them find answers
to their questions, and to bless their decisions about church membership. Give thanks as Rachel Mosher leads the Confirmation
class.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark Children's Easter Event from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 9 on the
church's west patio. There will be Easter egg hunts, games, crafts, and a cupcake walk for our children, children in the community,
and their parents/grandparents. All are welcome – and it's FREE.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark's Palm Sunday Services on April 10. The
services in the Sanctuary will include Lenten/Easter cantata music provided by members of the Chancel Choir.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark's Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 p.m. April 14. The focus will be on
the last meal Jesus observed with his disciples.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark's Good Friday Service at 6:30 p.m. April 15. This will be a reflective
service of Scripture and darkness.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark's Easter Sunrise Service April 17 on the labyrinth and outdoor chapel
(southwest corner of the St. Mark's parking lot). Pray God's blessings for our St. Mark's youth who have planned and will lead the
Sunrise Service.
† Give thanks for the return of the St. Mark's Pancake Breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 17, on the west patio, after each service
that morning. This is a fundraiser for St Mark's Youth – donations are appreciated.
† Pray God's blessings and good attendance for the St. Mark's Easter Sunday Services at 8:30 and 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary featuring
music from the Chancel Choir in a joyful celebration of the Risen Christ, and at 10 a.m. on the Labyrinth led by our Praise Team
musicians.
† Continue prayers for Soul Station, our Wednesday evening service that is available via Zoom. You may connect at 6:15 p.m. to
greet each other. The program and learning/sharing begins at 6:30. We also share prayer concerns and joys, and celebrate Communion each week. Contact the church office at 520-297-2062 or email info@umcstmarks.org to request the Zoom link.
† Pray God's healing for St. Mark's members, families and friends who have had recent surgeries, are receiving medical treatments,
and/or have been in the hospital. Pray also for those who are sick, are coping with ongoing chronic pain issues, are homebound,
and/or are recovering at home or in rehab facilities.
† Give thanks that the number of COVID cases and the number of COVID-related deaths has decreased significantly. Pray God's
healing power will surround all those with COVID-19 and its variants. Pray for our continued safety and health as COVID protocols
change and wearing facemasks becomes optional.
† Pray for the health, safety and protection of all nurses, doctors and other health-care workers, and for all first responders.
† Pray for the health, safety and protection of all students, teachers and school administrators. May our school classrooms and
activities be blessed and safe for all. Give thanks for parents, guardians, and others who teach, guide, and support students.
† Dear God, before we ask this world's downtrodden souls to change themselves from within, teach us what must be changed from
without, and give us the courage to get to work unburdening one another. Amen. (From Grace Unbounded, the St. Mark's Lenten
devotions book.)
† South District Superintendent Rev. Matt Ashley asks that we pray this month for the pastors and ministries of Christ Church United Methodist and the University of Arizona's Campus Ministry in Tucson, and Community UMC in Bowie.
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Loved Ones in the Military

Please keep these people in your prayers. Email additions or updates to messenger@umcstmarks.org.

Hank Bautzmann, son of Nancy Bautzmann
Alex Boettcher, grandson of Carla & Paul Boettcher
Jacob W. Boettcher, grandson of Carla & Paul Boettcher
Christian Bowers, grandson of Doug & Charlotte Bowers
Jon Chytka, nephew of Donna Severson
Zachary Dojaquez, grandson of Donna Severson
Patrick Emmett, son of Julie Wiens
Mike Freeman, son of Ken & Ann Freeman
Matthew Hughey, son of Juliee & Billy Morrison
and grandson of Joyce Flick
Rachel Kester, daughter of Don Kester & Ruth Kester
Don Lauver, Son-in-law of Linda Connolly
Sam and Nathan Lennarson, grandsons of John &
Sherri Lennarson

Chad Long, grandson of Pat Long
Jake Newton, son of Robert & Cheri Newton
John O’Regan, husband of Ashley O’Regan
and grandson-in-law of Janet Krug
Brian Osborn, pastor in the DSW Conference
William Putt, son of Harold & Susan Putt
Geoffrey Shafe, grandson of Mary Langemeier
Clint Staschke, son-in-law of Cliff & June Young
Jacob Szczygiel, grandson of Joyce Flick
Michael and Karisa Szczygiel, son-in-law and daughter
of Joyce Flick
Brianna Walker, granddaughter of Barbara Fradenburgh;
niece of Joan Fradenburgh

Learn. Love. Grow Together. Follow-up Sessions

We have made several groups available for those who wish to discuss the topics of the April 2 "Learn. Love. Grow Together." seminar in deeper detail. Trained psychologists are leading the groups to assure non-biased facilitation of the
conversations. Register here: https://umcstmarks.org/classes/online-registration/. There's a maximum of eight people per
session.
Wednesday, April 6, 3 p.m. - Zoom
Facilitator: Dr. Euodia Chua
Thursday, April 7, 9:30 a.m. - Memorial Garden
Facilitator: Dr. Necoe Otto-Parkinson
Friday, April 8, 2 p.m. - Library
Facilitator: Dr. Susan Proebsting
Saturday, April 9, 2 p.m. - Library
Facilitator: Dr. Susan Proebsting
Monday, April 11, 4 p.m. - Wesley House
Facilitator: Dr. Liesl Scalzitti
Wednesday, April 13, 3 p.m. - on Zoom
Facilitator: Dr. Euodia Chua
Thursday, April 14, 9:30 a.m. - Memorial Garden
Facilitator: Dr. Necoe Otto-Parkinson
Thursday, April 14, 5 p.m. - Wesley House
Facilitator: Dr. Liesl Scalzitti
Friday, April 15, 5 p.m. - Wesley House
Facilitator: Dr. Liesl Scalzitti
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PRAYER CORNER
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also submit via our online form at https://umcstmarks.org/prayer-request

Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher

April DuBoce
Keith and Mary Ann Glazier
Mary Sanders

Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers
Sherri Wyland

CONDOLENCES
We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to:
•
•
•
•

The family of Melvina Speck, who died quietly in her sleep on Jan. 15 while her daughter was
visiting from Pennsylvania. The family was planning a private, family-only memorial.
The family of Bill Hoag, who died Feb. 3. Services have already been held, but condolences can be
sent to his wife, Marie.
Lois Britton, interim bookkeeper at St. Mark’s. Her aunt, Barbara Leehulse, passed away on March
21 after a battle with leukemia. She has lived with Lois for the last several months.
Diane James, whose son Adam unexpectedly passed away on March 21.

Dear Church Family...
St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road
Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062
Email:
info@umcstmarks.org
Website:
www.umcstmarks.org
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Lynn Bartlow
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Stuart Salvatierra
Christian Formation
and Outreach Pastor:
Kim Ogle
Sunday Worship
In person
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Livestreamed
10 a.m.
umcstmarks.org/live-worship
YouTube:
UMC St. Mark's Oro Valley

It was the spring of 1999 when Mark Hrabe arrived in Tucson, a stranger looking for a new church home.
From the first visit he was made to feel at home (at St. Mark's). Again the next year when Marjie moved
here from Ohio and joined her new husband here at St. Mark’s, she felt that same hospitality.
It's been nearly 23 years nurtured in our faith by this amazing church that we have called home. But now
Marjie is called back to Ohio to tend to aging family members. This departure will be bittersweet with new
opportunities as well as sadness. Thank you, St. Mark’s, for sustaining us on this journey as we have given
some back to sustain others. —Mark and Marjie Hrabe
We say a sad farewell to Mark and Marjie Hrabe, who have been leaders of our congregation for many
years. They have moved to Ohio to be closer to their family. We blessed them with with our prayers and a
prayer shawl on March 20, and we share their new address for you to extend your greetings to them in this
time of transition. Their new address is 202 Marwood Dr. SE, Warren, OH 44484
Thank you for your gift of $2,500.00 to Tu Nidito. Your donation is a gift of comfort, hope and support that
helps Tu Nidito provide valuable resources and emotional support for children, families, and young adults
grieving the death of a loved one or a serious medical condition. Because of donors like you, Tu Nidito is
able to provide support for more than 650 children and their families each year, empowering them with
the tools and resources to experience positive outcomes. … Thank you for your continued support. You are
very special to Tu Nidito.
Thank you for your partnership,
Liz McCusker, Executive Director
Greetings from The Inn of Southern Arizona. I am John Garcia, Treasurer. As you are aware we re-opened
on February 15, 2021. We contacted with a local hotel for a block of rooms. This enabled us to provide
accommodations for the asylee guests to be in safer quarters. We had to revamp our meal protocols and
delivery, as well as concentrated efforts to recruit both previous and new volunteers. We have had a steady
flow of asylees from many parts of our world, almost daily. Thank you for your contribution of $5,000.00
that The Inn of Southern Arizona received between January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021. … We certainly appreciate your support as we would not be able to sustain our mission without you.
Thanks again,
The Inn of Southern Arizona
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Reflections
Easter Welcome

Do you have your new Easter bonnet yet?
I never remember wearing a bonnet for Easter Sunday but I
can remember the Easter dresses we had over the years. Family
photos show a trio of little girls in matching Easter dresses,
baskets in hand. Other years we wouldn’t be caught looking like
one another, but the ritual of new Easter dresses continued.
To this day, I have to have a new Easter dress. Some years I shop
the day before, others I find something ahead of time. Some
years I am unsuccessful in my quest. This year, I have found two
dresses at my favorite thrift stores that I will have to choose
from!
I know the point of Easter isn’t a new dress. But I love the ritual
of doing something special for a special day. I want to give my
best to God. It makes me feel my best.
Pastor Lynn (left) and her sisters on Easter in 1980

You don’t need a new dress or bonnet or tie for Easter. You can
come in torn jeans and a T-shirt and you will be welcomed to
worship God with our Alleluias.
But God does ask for your best in your life. How will you give
that this season?
See you soon.
Pastor Lynn
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We invite you to draw near to Jesus through the events of Holy
Week, which begins with Palm and Passion Sunday on April
10. A special musical offering from our Chancel Choir will take
place that day at 8:30 & 10 a.m. Our modern worship service
also will take place at 10 a.m. with our Praise Team. See all the
events of Holy Week on the front page of this Messenger.

