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Changing the world through Christ by caring for all people.

Feed Your Body and Soul
at Soul Station!

A strong piece of our lives together as Christians is coming together for the celebration of the sacraments. We are
called by Christ to participate in both Baptism and Holy Communion as a part of our worship of God. John Wesley, one
of the greatest influences of the Methodist movement in Christianity, thought that it was important for Christians to
take part in Holy Communion as often as possible. As a general rule our community celebrates Holy Communion on the
first Sunday of every month, but did you know there is another space where you can partake in the celebration of Holy
Communion every week?
Soul Station, our Wednesday evening service that has been meeting online since COVID started, celebrates Holy Communion every week. Soul Station is an opportunity for all to experience Holy Communion, the meal of
grace given to us by Christ! For this reason, and many others, we are excited to share that Soul Station will be meeting in person and online starting
Wednesday, Aug. 17.
The in-person events will meet starting at 5:30 p.m. Tucson time in the Fellowship Hall for a shared meal, with the online
crowd signing on starting at 6:10 p.m. Tucson time on Zoom. We will share in the celebration of Holy Communion all
together starting at 6:15 p.m., immediately followed by a presentation of our topic for the evening.
Our first series in this exciting new launch is "Wesley On …" in which we will delve into John Wesley's views on different
topics that are pertinent to our lives as Christians. As we will be starting worship with a celebration of Holy Communion, we will start with "Wesley On … Holy Communion." Please join this wonderful worship experience on Wednesday
evenings. Every week the Table will be set with a place open for you. Let us know your interest in receiving the weekly
invitation to join Soul Station online by sending an email to info@umcstmarks.org. The invitation will have the link to the
Zoom and will let everyone know what, specifically, we will be looking at as we grow in our discipleship every Wednesday evening.
–Pastor Stuart

SSP Offers Self-Discovery

Rally Day is Aug. 14!

On July 8, three chaperones and 12 youth pulled out of
the St. Mark's parking lot. No matter how many youth service trips one has been on, there is no way to leave feeling
fully prepared. This year felt even more surreal, as it has
been three years since we could attend an in-person service week with Sierra Service Project. Most of our campers were experiencing SSP for the first time, and all were
nervous, excited, and hopeful! We kicked off our time together with a fun trip in San Diego so we could bond and
grow as a group.

It's hard to believe that summer is over and kids are heading back to school.
At St. Mark's we
celebrate the transition of children
moving from one
grade to the next.
We call it Rally Day!
This year, Rally Day
is Aug. 14, and children will enjoy activities and cool treats and will begin
attending the Sunday School class that aligns with their
new grade level in school. Registration forms are online at
https://tinyurl.com/ChildrensSunSchool and will be available
on the west patio on Rally Day morning. Also beginning
on Rally Day students in fourth and fifth grades are wel-

Students were excited, but nervous, not knowing what to
expect. One high school freshman said, "I thought that we
were going to do some boring work with a bunch of people I didn't know." Another camper said they weren't sure
what they had gotten themselves into, and were expectContinued on page 2

1

Continued on page 2

SSP continued from page 1

Rally Day continued from page 1

ing to attend "Christian Bootcamp." Many students anticipated a lot of "lessons followed by long work days." Even
with these expectations, we had twelve excited campers,
ready to participate! Luckily, they have acknowledged that
"SSP was not what I thought it was going to be." Instead
of a grueling work camp, like they thought, the kids were
excited to discover that this would be a fantastic week of
self-discovery, service, and growth.

come and encouraged to attend the St. Mark's PreTeens
group. The PreTeens group led by Spencer Noble- aylor
meets 4-6 p.m. Sundays in Room 8/9. Students entering
sixth grade will move up and join the youth group with
Rachel Mosher and will meet 4-6 p.m. Sundays in the
Wesley House. We need permission slips are needed for
both PreTeens and youth group. (This can be found here:
https://tinyurl.com/22-23Permission) For more information, contact Julie Eblen at julie@umcstmarks.org, Rachel
Mosher at rachel@umcstmarks.org or Spencer Noble-Taylor at (call the church office, 520-297-2062).

Staff did such a great job helping the students relax and
open up. As we approached, one student said, "I was
greeted by a group of smiling faces of staff, and this person jumping on top of our van and peeking through the
windows!" That's when they knew it would be a fun week!
We shared the week with churches from California and
Washington, and students "met so many different people
that were all so kind and caring." When we returned, the
students wrote about their experiences throughout the
week so we could compile this article and share our experience with you.

Choirs Resume!

Celebration Singers and Chancel Choir are set to resume
on Aug. 24! Both choirs rehearse on Wednesday evenings; Celebration Singers in the choir room from 6:157:25 p.m., and Chancel Choir in the Sanctuary from 7:309 p.m. In addition to being an enjoyable way to spend
one evening a week, these ensembles aim to help bring
the congregation closer to the Divine. We will be musically commenting on sacred texts, exploring the musical
meaning within the pieces, and aiming to achieve musical
excellence to praise God. All are welcome!

Our students felt that being at SSP this year was such a
blessing. At SSP, we grew together as a group and learned
more about one another. Each morning, we had the opportunity to open our hearts and minds through spiritual
awakenings that led to deep thoughts. Throughout the
week, the staff and counselors made us smile, laugh, think
and cry, encouraged love and helped each and every one
of us dig deeper into ourselves and our faith. We made
many friendships, learned lots of new skills (the chop saw
was fun!) and through all of the activities, we were invited
to think about ourselves as walking representations of the
places and experiences that we have been through up to
that point.

Sondra Franks, Celebration Singers director
Jordan M. Shomper, Chancel Choir director

Meet Our New Chancel
Choir Director in Person
After service on Aug. 21, bring
your coffee to the church library
and meet our new Chancel Choir
director, Jordan Shomper. Jordan
has recently moved to Tucson to
begin doctoral work at the University of Arizona. Stop and say hi!

As an adult counselor, my favorite part of this trip is the
self-discovery that students experience. Many students
told me, "I found a different side of myself that I don't
usually see," and "I got to learn more about myself and
found myself again." Staff and counselors showed us "the
unique way of looking at the world around us, but more
importantly ourselves, as walking environments of emotion is something that will never leave my mind." Much
to everyone's surprise, the week without technology
– instead of being torture – helped students learn "that
there's a lot more to the world other than your phone and
social media."

Welcome Back, Nick Hiratsuka!

In the last month, you've no doubt seen one of our newest
staff members on Sunday morning or have seen the results of his
hard work as you worship online.
We welcome Nick Hiratsuka back
to St. Mark's as our Technology
Coordinator. Nick is a longtime
member here and held this position in 2019. Nick has completed
his degree at Northern Arizona
University with a Bachelor of Science in Creative Media and Film.
He is a passionate filmmaker with 10 years of digital media experience in directing, producing, and more. Nick is
helping with our online worship experience, improving
our audio and visual components so that you can hear
and see when you worship online! Say hi to Nick next time
you come to worship or worship online!

On behalf of these incredible students and chaperones, I
thank the St. Mark's congregation from the bottom of my
heart for its amazing support. This church supports our
students' experiences not only financially, but spiritually as well! Your prayers were felt throughout that week.
Thank you.
– Rachel Mosher, Youth Ministries coordinator, along with
Javan, Dave, Jenasys/Jay, Kevin, Daniel, JayR, Ray, Eli,
Brandon, Grace, Abigail, Landon, Keves, and David
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NEW DATE: Class Leader Orientation Aug. 20

St. Mark's needs more adults to volunteer to lead Adult Spiritual Growth studies. The Adult Spiritual Growth Committee
believes there are many church members who are interested
but are anxious or uncertain about how to start the process.
ASG is pleased to announce that a Leader Orientation Class
is planned for 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Aug. 20, in Room
17. The purpose of this class is to help prepare interested
class leaders, or leaders who desire a refresher course, in the
various aspects of leading a study. If you are interested in this
training but cannot attend on Aug. 20, contact Marcia Rostad
for other arrangements (see church directory).

Ongoing Adult Sunday School Classes
•

Are you interested in an introduction to the book of Isaiah?
The Sharing/Family Life adult Sunday School class, which
meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Sundays in Room 17/18 and via
Zoom, will study "Navigating Isaiah" by Rev. Byron Thomas
from Aug. 7-28. This is an introduction to Isaiah in which
Thomas, a UMC district superintendent, weaves together
stories from his childhood, experiences with his family, and
the words of Isaiah on justice and peace to find meaning
and relevance in the present day. He reminds us of Isaiah's
comprehensive vision—that no aspect of life remains untouched by God. Each week, there will be a video segment
followed by a Scripture-based discussion. Watch the Adult
Spiritual Growth bulletin board on Sundays in July for more
information on the study. The Scriptures and topic for each
week will be listed, so you can come to one or all sessions
as you wish. No book is necessary unless you wish to obtain one. You can do this through Cokesbury, Amazon, or
https://bookshop.org, which supports local bookstores. It is not available as an e-book. For the Zoom
link, call or text class leaders Rick Farnsworth or Terry
Majewski (see church directory for cell phone or email).
On Sept. 4, the class will begin a new study by Rev. Nicole
and Dr. Jevon Caldwell-Gross, "The Big Picture: Seeing
God's Dream for Your Life." The authors invite us to connect the dots of triumph and trauma in our lives to discover God's presence by studying the life of Joseph in Genesis.
The Seekers Bible study, which meets at 11:15 a.m.
Sundays in Room 17/18 and via Zoom, is studying the
books of 1 and 2 Peter. Drop-in participants and shortterm attendees are welcome any time throughout the
year. The Bible is the only book needed for study and
is available in the classroom as needed. If attending
online, please contact either class leader (Kelly Deyoe
or Brenda Hunter, see church directory) for connection instructions.

The orientation will focus on the basics of putting a class together including the selection of a study, what forms need
to be completed, study promotion, suggestions for how to
prepare ahead for each class session and how to obtain assistance from ASG and the church office staff. Experienced
study leaders will talk about their classroom experiences
and share tips for how to present study material, how to
use and/or edit the information in a Study Leader's Guide,
and methods to encourage class discussion.
Please pre-register for this orientation in one of the usual
two ways: on the Sunday morning ASG bulletin board in
the courtyard or via our website by going to Classes and
then "Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities." Course materials and handouts will be supplied during class.
Marcia Rostad, ASG Chair

August Musical is 'The King and I'

Dove Mountain Study

This 1956 screen adaptation of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical garnered five Academy Awards including Best
Actor for Yul Brynner, who played the role
of King Mongkut. Deborah Kerr played
the role of Anna, a widow, who relocates
to Siam with her young son to tutor the
many children of the King. Cultural differences and stubborn demands led to numerous conflicts throughout the movie
that gradually yielded to mutual understandings and sensitive changes in the
royal palace.

Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation in Arizona

The showing of this great musical is scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 23, in Room 17/18. Bring a sack supper, popcorn, Raisinets or other favorite munchies to devour during
the movie. Also warm up your vocal cords to sing along with
show tunes such as "I Whistle a Happy Tune," "Hello, Young
Lovers," "Getting to Know You," and "Shall We Dance?"
Movie host is Linda Walker.

•

Pastor Kim Ogle continues to lead this biweekly Tuesday
study that reflects on the message from the previous
Sunday's sermon. This study meets at 2 p.m. Aug. 2, 16
and 30 at the Dove Mountain Brew Pub, 12130 N. Dove
Mountain Blvd. Drop in, escape the heat and enjoy the
discussion and company of others.
A reminder that this year's academy, "Journey into the
Heart of Christ: Spiritual Healing & Justice," takes place
Sept. 18-23, and the registration deadline is Aug. 15.
(Scholarships are available; contact Judy Boroto for details.) For more information and to register:
https://dscumc.org/arizona-five-day-academy

(Did you know that this musical was banned in Thailand because of its representation of King Mongkut?)
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More ASG on page 5

Back to School Prayer Service

Mark-a-ritas, Think 'Italian' for Aug. 8

As school resumes, we invite you to pray for our children
and families, for our nation, and for our world. Join us at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 10 online or in the Sanctuary
as we lift up all the things that face us in our lives today,
from school to Ukraine to gun violence to family struggles.

The Mark-a-ritas will have an Italian Night potluck beginning at 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 8, in the Fellowship Hall. This
is our chance to share a favorite Italian dish or to try a
new recipe. Appetizers, salads, main dishes, breads, and
desserts are all welcome! After a dinner of sampling many
tasty dishes, we will share happy memories and funny stories of our travels in Italy. Those with an Italian heritage
might share a family custom from "the old country."

Come Eat With Us! Potluck Lunch THIS SUNDAY

At 11:15 a.m. Aug. 7, we will join around
the potluck table at church once more.
Bring a dish to share, and enjoy pop hits
on the piano and conversation with your
church family. Drinks and paper products
will be provided.

If you plan to attend Italian Night, please RSVP by Thursday, Aug. 4, to Celeste Pardee, (see church directory), so
we'll know how many paper products to buy and tables to
set up. If you can contribute Italian table decorations or
Italian background music, please let her know. Help with
setting up or cleaning up would be much appreciated.
Also, if you'd like to contribute 1 or 2 gallons of Arizona
(or other) tea for a cold beverage, instead of a food item,
that would be great. Thank you!

Join Pastor Lynn and the Rainbow Team!

The St. Mark's Rainbow
Fellowship is very excited
to announce that Pastor
Lynn will join us at our
August meeting to be in
fellowship with us. As
previously noted, monthly meetings are now open to ANYONE (LGBTQIA, allies,
family, friends, and everyone else) who would like to join
us in conversation. We've already found ourselves truly
blessed by the interaction of all those who have joined
us. Please feel free to pop in during our meeting at 9 a.m.
Aug. 21 in the church library. We'd love to have you join
us as we welcome Pastor Lynn and enjoy sharing questions and living into our faith together as community. If
you have any questions (and to RSVP) please contact Melinda Sims, rainbow@umcstmarks.org.

We Are Hiring!

We are hiring two staff positions
as we gear up for the busy season in the church this fall. We
are seeking an Office Manager
and an Accompanist for the Celebration Singers. Both positions
have job descriptions that are available online here:
https://umcstmarks.org/about-us/job-opportunities/

Endowment Committee Planned Giving Seminar

In March, the Endowment Committee hosted an Estate
and Legacy Planning Seminar, presented by the Desert
Southwest United Methodist Foundation. At 11 a.m. Oct.
2, we will host a second seminar from this foundation.
This event will provide information on planned giving and
other tax benefits. The session is about 1 hour for the
information, including time for questions and answers.
Most of all, the event is FREE.

Mark your calendar for a new member class! Sept. 17
and 18. Talk with Tricia in the church office for more information!

Also, if you missed the first seminar, the presenters can
answer those questions as well. So mark your calendars.
You don't want to miss out on receiving this valuable information!
Renee Carrasco, Endowment Committee Chair
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Adult Spiritual Growth continued from page 3

Educate
Yourself,
Make Your Voice
Heard This Fall

Wednesday Morning Study Group Resumes
Sept. 7

The Wednesday Morning Study will resume from 10 to
11:30 a.m. Sept. 7 in Room 17/18 and via Zoom. The class
will begin with a six-week video study called "15 Essential
Biblical Texts" by N.T. Wright. In each video, Rev. Wright
will explore the wisdom found in each essential Biblical
text to help bring deeper meaning to your life. Afterwards,
the class will follow with discussion. No book is required.

In history it is not just that
Christian leaders called for
charity toward the poor,
but they also emphasized
economic justice, because all people were entitled to material well-being. When
God looks out over our neighborhoods, what does God see?
Most days I do not know because I'm too focused on my own
daily life: buying groceries, preparing meals, paying the bills,
preparing for Bible study, having lunch or dinner with friends
and neighbors. I seldom encounter someone who is much different from me. Most of us have friendships, relationships, and
connections within our own small circles. Our routines keep us
from seeing those who are different.

This is an open study group that traditionally presents a
variety of studies throughout the year, each ranging from
4-6 weeks in length. Watch the ASG Sunday Patio Board or
the Messenger newsletter for study announcements, and
attend the studies which most interest you.
Marcia Rostad, Class Leader

God calls us beyond our comfort zone to see the world as God
sees it. Justice is about doing what God does -- making things
right in the world. It is about equity, peace, reconciliation, and
care for all people. It is a restoration to God's original intention
for the world. But it is difficult to do justice if we live in ways
that protect us from even seeing injustice.

'Jesus in the Gospels' Disciple Study

"The subject matter of the Gospels is Jesus, not just the
man himself but also the meaning of a whole event whose
center is Jesus … This Jesus of the Gospels is not a detached figure but a person whose meaning cannot be
separated from his impact on his contemporaries and on
those who believed in him later." ("Jesus In The Gospels"
leader guide)

The problem, of course, is that there are at least two polar opposites on many of the issues we face: educational funding, health
care, mental health, abortion, gun violence, voting rights, racial equity. The problem is that not ONE of these issues can be/
should be a thumbs up or thumbs down decision. They are much
too complex. We need to look at ALL of these issues from several
viewpoints, which means we need to talk to each other. We need
to investigate all aspects of each and try to find a consensus. That
means we have to admit that "the other side" might have some
valid points. This is a longer process that takes time, patience and
endurance. And none of these are things that can magically be
decided by some law that is conjured up in a state Legislature or
the halls of Congress. Physicians, other health care practitioners
and those they care for need to weigh in on the best health care
practices for them. Psychologists and psychiatrists and behavioral therapists need their voices heard on mental health care.
Teachers and various other educators need to show us the best
practices for teaching our children. And these are the people to
whom legislators should be listening when they fashion the bills
that will become the laws of our state and country.

St. Mark's will offer an opportunity for any adults who have
completed "Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through Bible
Study" to study more deeply the stories of Jesus as they
are found in the biblical books of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. "Jesus In The Gospels," a 30-session study, will
begin at 1:30 p.m. Sept. 13. Registration will begin around
the first of August. Class leaders are Marlyce Wright and
Linda Walker.
Continuing to quote from the leader guide, "The Gospels
achieve their purpose when we grasp enough about what
they tell us about Jesus that we can be grasped by him."

Open Minds Book Group, Fall 2022

The St. Mark's book discussion group will resume monthly meetings on Friday, Sept. 30. Continuing and new
members are welcome. We meet 9 to 10:30 a.m. via
Zoom on a Friday in the latter half of each month. You
may register for one or more of our meetings online at
https://umcstmarks.org/ then go to "Classes" and then
"Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities." Books may
be borrowed from the Pima County Library or purchased (new or used) from Amazon, Barnes & Noble or
https://bookshop.org/, which supports local book sellers.

Now that we know who is running for the elected positions in
our state and nation, educate yourself in the following ways on
where they stand on the above issues.
• Plan to attend events to hear candidates speak and debate.
We plan to hold a candidate forum at St. Mark's this fall.
• Read and research the issues from all sides, not just your
own leanings.
• Consider candidate history and temperament for holding
public office when voting.
• Vote and encourage everyone to register and vote.

Co-leaders Celeste Pardee and Ann Reaban are excited to
present the fall lineup. Watch the next Messenger for details.

Bear in mind, as formerly federal policies are shifted to state
level for enforcement, your voices in STATE law-making houses
are now more crucial than ever. Let's put our faith into action.
			
– Judy Boroto, Church & Society Committee
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Missions Ministry
Missions Update

ICS Peanut Butter Donations
Surpass Last Year

In July, the Missions Committee approved a disbursement
of $2,000 to Youth On Their Own. St. Mark's has been a
longtime partner with YOTO, with Lorri Jordan serving as
our liaison. We usually think of homelessness as an adult
issue, but every year tens of thousands children throughout Arizona find themselves displaced and unaccompanied through no fault of their own. The barriers resulting
from displacement often make these youth ineligible to
enroll in school, leading to low graduation rates. Through
a variety of programs, with emphasis on education, YOTO
works to get these youth through school and on a path
out of poverty. Your regular giving to St. Mark's enables
us to support our wonderful mission partners like YOTO.
Thank you!

Thank you for your generosity in donating 1,878 jars of peanut butter – more than we donated last year – during our
annual collection in support of the
northwest food bank at Interfaith
Community Services this year. Given the higher cost of food, this is an
amazing accomplishment! Peanut
butter is the most-needed item at
food banks and our support has
helped to stock up their pantry. Our
St. Mark's family continues to do
amazing work in our community!

Food Banks a Necessity for 1000s in So. Arizona

St. Mark's long ago committed to a tithe of 10% of giving to
go directly toward our missions work. With that money, we
support and volunteer with more than 30 organizations here
at home and around the world. Thank you for support!

America's charitable food system was designed for emergencies, and it has become a necessity. Today, one in six
individuals rely on charitable food as part of their monthly
budget, and with increasing prices, the number of people needing this assistance continues to grow. In addition,
donations to food banks have decreased, which results in
less food being available to those seeking help. Any donations that you can help with are greatly appreciated. You
can bring your non-perishable food donations between
10-11 a.m. any Tuesday or Saturday to the north parking lot of the church, or if is more convenient, you can
drop off donations at the church office during its business
hours. Items most needed:
 Peanut Butter
 Boxed Breakfast Cereal
 Dry Pasta / Spaghetti and Macaroni
 Pasta Sauce
 Macaroni and Cheese
 Canned Meat, Tuna, and Chicken
 Canned Ravioli, Chili, and Spaghetti O's
 Boxed Stuffing Mix
 Instant Mashed Potatoes
 Rice and Dry Beans

John Yost, Missions Committee Chair

Sign Up to Cook for Primavera

The second summer angel meal team from St. Mark's
launched Saturday, July 30, winging its way to the Primavera Men's Shelter bringing love, blessings, food and faith.
See the next issue of the Messenger for more details.
Do we have a third meal team of angels ready to go for
Saturday, Aug. 13? Recipes will be sent to you, kitchen
training provided for you and liaison help readily available
at all hours.
Share God's heart through service and have fun and fellowship while doing it. Taking reservations for fall: Saturdays,
Sept. 10, Oct. 8, Oct. 22, and Nov. 12. Please sign up today at
https://tinyurl.com/PrimaveraMeals.

On July 15, a team
from St. Mark's
packed 25,920 lbs.
of food into emergency food bags
at the Community Food Bank of
Southern Arizona!
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Youth Ministry
The latest news for High School, Middle School

and PreTeen Students!

Coming Soon to Youth Group

It's a new year in youth ministry! This is going to be a really fun year in the Wesley House. From district events,
to scavenger hunts, to our always-fun Service Sundays –
there is something for everyone. Bring a friend!

Want to know up-to-date youth info?
Check out our social media!

Rachel is posting amazing videos all week long. You DON'T
want to miss them!
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WEEKLY YOU T H GROUP

Goose Chase Aug. 14

Our new sixth-grade friends will get to see the really exciting world
of youth group in action! From 4-6 p.m. Aug. 14, we will all participate in a Goose Chase off campus! I will need 1-2 parent helpers
for this event – each group needs a cell phone and an adult. You
do NOT want to miss this!

PHOTOBOOT H PHUN
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Aug. 7
See what I did there!? HA. Sometimes I
get creative with my spelling, just to make
you smile! Join with the whole church on
Aug. 7 for our last All-Church Event this
summer! The youth will be sponsoring a
photo booth. We will set up the fun, and
be on hand to take pictures of people on
their phones, or using ours. The last two
potlucks have been a lot of fun!

District Back-to-School Event Aug. 19-20

The South District has an epic back-to-school kickoff planned!
We will start at a Diamondbacks game at Chase Field. After the
game, there will be a Q&A session with a few players, followed
by a Switchfoot concert on the field! We will stay in Phoenix
after that late Friday night. Saturday morning, we will serve the
Phoenix community before heading back home. It will be a wonderful opportunity to have some fun, meet some friends, and
give back – all for only $20! (Concessions at the game will not
be included). If that $20 isn't in your family budget this month,
don't let that stop you! Scholarships are always available.

HIGH SCHOOL OU T ING

6:30-7:30 p.m. Aug. 7

Attention high school students! Notice
we don't have a high school outing in
July?? Don't despair – it's back in August!
AND! At this high school outing, we will
welcome our new freshman students!
We will meet at the Starbucks at Ina and
Oracle from 6:30-7:30. Coffee is on Rachel – conversation is on you!

Minute to Win It Aug. 28

Who doesn't love winning!? Aug. 28, you have the chance to
win some super fun prizes! Don't worry – each and every game
will take each of you only one minute! Amazing! I'm sure we
will get some hilarious pictures, fun prizes, and more. Bring
your friends -- maybe there will even be a prize for it!

PERMISSION SLIPS

SPE AKER J.J. WARREN

Our permission slips here at St. Mark's are good for one
academic year. Each August, a new permission slip needs
to be filled out. Please scan the QR code and fill out a new
permission slip!

10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13

J.J. Warren is a United Methodist pastor and author. J.J. will be at St. Francis
in the Foothills UMC on Saturday, Aug.
13, offering two separate programs.
The morning program (10-11:30) is
a conversation with LGBTQIA+ teens
and young adults, their families, and
allies. I will be driving the church van
to the conversation, so if you are interested in attending, I'm happy to give
you a ride! Just let me know.

Online readers click here:

https://tinyurl.com/22-23Permission

R ALLY DAY
Aug. 14 is an exciting day here at St.
Mark's! It's Rally Day! That's the day everyone "moves up" into the next grade
for programs. It would be so great if we
had a bunch of us there in the Wesley
House for Sunday School, to greet the
incoming sixth-grade students.

August Birthdays
Aug. 6—Kevin Petty
Aug. 12—Velasco
Aug. 18—JayR Trejo

SOU T H DISTRICT HAPPENINGS

Go and Do Likewise

Last year, our South District had a yearlong theme, and it was so fun! We are doing it again! This year, our South District
Youth Ministry will focus on the theme,
"Go and do likewise," based on the Good
Samaritan story. Want more information?
Join us at our district events all year long!
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Safety Notes ...
For online safety

For safety in person

If you have watched our online worship on the St. Mark's website (https://umcstmarks.org/live-worship/) or the St. Mark's
YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/umcstmarksorovalley) or you have been coming in person you will no doubt
have noticed over the past few months that several things
have changed within worship. Some of these changes are connected to aesthetics, but there are also others we are making
as part of our efforts to keep everyone safe.

Dear Church Family,
I have been searching for the words to adequately describe the sadness and frustration that so many of us have
been feeling in the wake of the violence that continues
throughout our nation. Quite simply, I have no words.
However, that doesn't mean that its seriousness has escaped my notice.
Questions and comments of concern have been addressed
to the pastors and to the Board of Trustees. The Board
of Trustees has discussed the issue of safety on our St.
Mark's campus. We believe that the former Safety Team
worked diligently in creating safe measures for meeting
on our campus. Security cameras have been installed in
numerous areas around campus. Procedures in keeping
doors locked once worship service begins are in place.
The Sanctuary doors are closed but unlocked during service as we need to remain an environment that welcomes
others. The Sanctuary side doors are locked but remain
available for exit. Our Usher Team is vigilant and on hand
to place emergency calls, if needed. However, they are
not to be thought of as a security team. Their job is to
welcome us to worship.

For our online friends, you will notice that when we have
the children up front for Children's Time that you will not
see the kids who are present. The pastor who is speaking
to the children is sitting up on the steps of the chancel area
and the kids are on the floor level. This allows for the cameras to not only focus on the pastor but also ensures we are
not broadcasting the faces of the youngest among us online. This is done to help keep them safe while still allowing
everyone to have an idea of what is happening in worship.
Perhaps the bigger thing that many have noticed is that
we are not saying the full names of the people who we
are praying for during the congregational prayer time of
every service. This has caused frustration because when
a name is brought up it is by first name alone and there
might be multiple people in our community with that first
name. This change has come about as a safety measure
as well. When we say people's names during online services it puts information out into the world where we do
not know who-all will hear it. By not giving a last name as
a part of the prayer it can give a level of security for the
people we are praying about. An example: If we had someone who was in the hospital for a long-term illness, we do
not want to be telling the world that their home is empty
while they are in the hospital. There is a wonderful and
easy solution to this if you would like to know the specific
people we are praying about every week. Please send an
email to info@umcstmarks.org and let us know you would
like to receive the prayer list. We can then share that with
you as a part of our email prayer chain so you can direct
your prayers during the week. Thank you so much!

Every so often, your pastors and members of the Board
of Trustees are asked to consider the idea of hiring armed
security. We continue to believe that this is not the best
solution to safety, based on conversations with church
members in law enforcement. Additionally, it is a financial
difficulty, it does not present a feeling of welcome, and it
goes against our United Methodist policies.
Consequently, it has been determined that presently we
should continue to use our current safety procedures until such time the need arises to reevaluate them.
In His service,
Linda Hill, Board of Trustees Chair

Pastor Stuart

Coffee With ...
In the next several months, our committees will be inviting you to come ask them questions or have conversations with them. This month you will have two opportunities to meet two committees! The Adult Spiritual Growth
Committee invites you to have coffee with them on Sunday, Aug. 14. The Endowment Committee will be ready to
meet you on Aug. 28. Grab your coffee after either service
and join us in the church library to ask questions, to see
what we are doing, or to make suggestions for what we
can do this fall.
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Notes from Annual Conference, Part 2 of 3
Today we continue with part two of our report, which recognizes laity activities and fixing of clergy appointments.

not the only good work that was recognized. Prior to Annual Conference, DSAC Director of Communications Christina
Dillabough announced a photography contest. There were
four categories: Ministry in Your Community, See God on
Each Face, Diversity of God's People, and Doing God's Work.
Our own Rachel Mosher won the prize for Ministry in Your
Community with a picture of our youth working on one of
their missions projects. (See attached picture.)

Most work of the Annual Conference is done by the clergy and laity working together. However, there is one task
that is performed only by the clergy at their "Executive Session," which is to approve candidates for commissioning
and ordination.
While the clergy are sequestered, the laity have a separate meeting. Bishop Grant Hagiya thanked the laity for all
of our work to keep the church functioning the past two
years. Alberta Farnsworth, who is the Conference Lay Leader in addition to being a member here at St. Mark's, suggested that we use "We are the church, you are the church,
we are the church together" as a theme for our work as
partners with our clergy and our congregations. Most of
the session was a learning opportunity. Deaconess Martha
Lundgren guided us through some exercises designed to
help us work through the stresses associated with planning
for end-of-life issues. The best part of this session was seeing that Deaconess Lundgren is doing well; she became a
deaconess while a member at St. Mark's but then moved
back to the Midwest. It was a little like old home week!

A very exciting part of Annual Conference is the fixing of
appointments. In today's world, pastors and congregations
find out ahead of time about the following year's appointments. But it's not until Annual Conference when they are
"fixed" by the Bishop, that they become guaranteed and official! It was wonderful to see all three of our talented clergy reappointed to St. Mark's. (FYI: There are multiple paths
for one to serve as clergy in the United Methodist Church.
Rev. Bartlow is an Elder, Rev. Salvatierra is a provisional Elder, and Pastor Ogle is a Licensed Local Pastor.)
The United Methodist Church prides itself on its connectional
system, believing we can do more together than separately.
This is seen through the work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and the ways a portion of our apportionment monies support a variety of ministries. (Apportionments are the money that each church in the conference
gives toward the Annual Conference budget.) In addition to
these joint ministries, the DSAC sponsors a conference mission project. This year it was to provide scholarships for DACA
students. Our Missions Committee funded our donation, and
more details can be found in last month's Messenger.

Having our own session is not the only way laity is acknowledged. Each year a Bishop's Award is given to a layperson
from each of the four districts in the DSAC for work in ministry that is above and beyond the ordinary. This award
acknowledges and recognizes how important laity is to
the life and ministries of the United Methodist Church.
The South District recipient is Stephanie Beveridge from
Desert Skies UMC; the East District recipient is Gerry Hills
from Paradise Valley UMC;
the West District recipient
is Betty Stewart from Lakeview UMC; and the North
District recipient is Phyllis
Murray from Pahrump Valley UMC. These people have
been instrumental in their
ministries, but they could
not have done it without
the help and participation
of many other laypeople in
their area of ministry.

Because of our connectional system and because we are
an international church, how we define being inclusive has
been a question ever since the founding of Methodism. At
the very least, we should be respectful of all who are part of
our church, and hospitable to those who are curious about
who we are. The Annual Conference Commission of Religion and Race announced it would offer training on Cultural
Competency, and Don, Brenda and Kelly will spearhead the
effort to bring that learning experience to St. Mark's later
in the fall.
The last section of the report will describe those matters we
voted on.
Don Booth, Kelly Deyoe, Brenda Hunter, Diane James, Rachel Mosher, and Josh Smith

The Bishop's Awards were

Visit England in 2023!

Revs. Lynn Bartlow and Sharon Ragland will present an informational Zoom meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 10. on the upcoming trip to England. Plan to attend to ask any questions you might have! If you want more info now, contact Sharon
at (call the church office, 520-297-2062), or contact Pastor Lynn. A brochure outlining the trip is available in the church
office or you can download it here:
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE23_052923R_39642_Ragland_FINAL.pdf
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August Prayer Requests

The St. Mark's Prayer Ministry Team provides monthly prayer request information for various church activities and
services, mission opportunities and people we can pray for during the month. The monthly prayer requests are located
on the church website under the "Ministries" tab, then "Congregational Care," and scroll down to "Prayer Ministry
Team."

PRAYER CORNER
We are a praying community at St. Mark’s. Besides Sunday worship, you may submit prayer requests by email to
prayerchain@umcstmarks.org. You may also submit via our online form at https://umcstmarks.org/prayer-request

Jared Bowman and family
Deb Cushman
Judy Drescher

April DuBoce
Barb Osar
Mary Sanders

Dave & Karen Thomas
Carol Underwood
Jackie Vickers

CONDOLENCES
We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the loved ones of these St. Mark's families:
•
•
•

Bob Ross died July 22 after a few weeks in hospice. His service will be at 3 p.m. Aug. 6 in the Sanctuary.
Jessie Deyoe passed on the morning of July 24, surrounded by her family. Her service was held Aug. 1 in the
Sanctuary.
Wayne Stevens died the afternoon of July 24 after spending his final hours with his wife, Phyllis, and their family.

Sunday School Water Day is Aug. 7
St. Mark’s UMC
1431 W. Magee Road
Tucson, AZ 85704
(520) 297-2062
Email:
info@umcstmarks.org
Website:
www.umcstmarks.org
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Lynn Bartlow
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Stuart Salvatierra
Christian Formation
and Outreach Pastor:
Kim Ogle

During Sunday school 10-11 a.m. Aug. 7, classes from preschool through fifth grade will
celebrate the end of Summer Sunday School with water games and activities. Come prepared to be in the sun and to get wet! Wear sunscreen, bring a hat/sunglasses and wear
play clothes and shoes that you don't mind getting wet. Don't forget to bring your towel.
There will be water balloons and games for all ages and a cool Eegee's treat.
Plan to stay after Sunday School/worship with your family and enjoy the All-Church potluck luncheon. You will be hungry after all the water fun! You can dry off a little while
enjoying lunch and root beer floats provided by the PreTeens group. YOU DEFINETELY DO
NOT WANT TO MISS ROOT BEER FLOATS! The youth group will have a photo booth set up
so you can get a crazy pic with your Sunday School friends and family.

Food Truck Party On a Roll With God VBS

Sunday Worship
In person
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Livestreamed
10 a.m.
umcstmarks.org/live-worship
YouTube:
UMC St. Mark's Oro Valley
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Reflections

My car has a crack in the windshield.
That’s right. My fancy new electric car didn’t make it three
months before a rock came off the road and put a crack in
the windshield. It’s not a big one, just a small crack about
three inches from the bottom on the driver’s side of the
windshield.

pay no attention to the problems in our families, choosing
to ignore it like my windshield. We pay no attention to the
signs our kids are giving us with their behavior. We pay no
attention to the toxic relationships we continue to maintain. We pay no attention to the nudges that tell us it’s
time to move on from whatever was, that isn’t working
anymore. The list goes on and on.

And do you know what? I’m ignoring it. That’s right. Leave
it be. It’ll be fine. I can see around it. I hardly notice it, in
fact. I’ll wait until it gets worse to address it. Maybe then
the dealerships will have done other windshield replacements and mine won’t be the first one. I’ll give them some
time to learn on someone else’s baby.

Maybe this fall, as school begins and new habits have a
chance to form, you will choose to pay attention to the
plank in your eye, the crack in your windshield, the stuff
that you prefer to ignore. After all, even Jesus told us to
take care of our own stuff, instead of looking past it to
everything else.

Ignoring problems is not a good habit for our lives.

See you soon.
Pastor Lynn

In Matthew, Jesus is teaching and talks about judging. He
asks, “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your
own eye?” (Matthew 7:3). Too often we have things in our
lives that need to be addressed but we just ignore them,
choosing instead to pay attention to other things. It’s not
just about car windshields. It’s holes in the wall. It’s rips in
the screen. It’s peeling paint.
But we do this in more serious parts of our lives too. We

Coffee With the Pastor

9:30-11:30 a.m. Aug. 17 at Barnes & Noble Cafe in the
Foothills Mall. Come ask questions, talk theology, or just
chat with Pastor Lynn. See you then!
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